
CN+R Staff Reports

Editor’s note: The holiday 
season means the television 
airwaves are filled with 
Christmas movies, and 
new would-be classic films 
are released around each 
Thanksgiving. Most of  what 
are considered “favorites,” 
though, are those that have 
been around for awhile. The 
News + Record queried some 
Chathamites about their 
all-time favorites, and here 
they are, in no particular 
order — along with CN+R 
reviewer Neil Morris’ all-
time top-12 list. Enjoy, and 
Merry Christmas and happy 
holidays from our family to 
yours.

Charlie Brown 
Christmas

John Bonitz, Pittsboro 
Commissioner: “I love ‘A 
Charlie Brown Christmas.’ 
The Vince Guaraldi Trio 
soundtrack is probably 
my favorite holiday season 
music.”

April Weaver, director, N.C. 
Arts Incubator: “(Aside from 
‘National Lampoon’s Christ-
mas Vacation’) I also want 
to choose A Charlie Brown 
Christmas for the warm fuzzy 
quality. I mist up at the end 
of that one. The music in it is 
magical and something about 
the Peanuts movies takes me 
back to the feeling of child-
hood. The uncomplicated 
care free 70s! This movie has 
an enormous amount of that 
intangible Christmas spirit. 
Goodwill and all that! It’s so 
nice.”

A Christmas Carol

Jim Nass, Pittsboro Mayor: 
“My favorite Christmas 
movie is ‘A Christmas Car-
ol’ with George C. Scott as 
Scrooge. I love it because it 
is about the redemption of  
the human spirit and how 
we are capable of  changes 
in our life for the better.”

Derrick Jordan, Chatham 
County Schools Superin-
tendent: “If  I’m flipping 
channels at home and see ‘A 
Christmas Carol,’ I’ll watch 
that, especially if  it’s the old 
1951 version.”

Rita Van Duinen, Branch 
Manager, Chatham Community 
Library: “My all-time favorite 

is an adaption of Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol called 
‘Scrooge.’ Produced in 1970, 
Albert Finney is cast as 
Ebenezer Scrooge and it’s the 
version of the classic Dickens 
tale that I grew up with. 
One of my favorite scenes 
is Scrooge with the Ghost 
of Christmas Present. After 
making much merriment, 
the Ghost returns Scrooge 
home. Scrooge enjoys him-
self so much he doesn’t want 
the Ghost to leave. The Ghost 
of Christmas Present replies, 
‘There is never enough time 
to do or say all the things 
that we would wish. The 
thing is to try to do as much 
as you can in the time that 
you have,’ and ‘Remember, 
Scrooge, time is short, and 
suddenly, you’re not there 
anymore.’ Good advice from 
a ghost! Happy Holidays!”

A Christmas Story

Chip Price, Siler City Com-
missioner: “It reminds me of  
Christmas when I was little. 
I wanted a BB gun as well!”

Daniel Simmons, CEO, Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Central Car-
olina: “My favorite Christ-
mas movie is definitely ‘A 
Christmas Story.’ I love the 

antics of  the children in the 
story, and I love the won-
derment of  Christmas in 
Ralphie’s eyes as he dreams 
and schemes for his coveted 
‘Red Ryder’ BB gun. What 
I love best, however, is the 
musical scoring of  this film. 
You’ll hear major works 
of  music such as Grofe’s 
Grand Canyon Suite, Proko-
fiev’s Peter and the Wolf, 
Tchaikovsky’s Romeo and 
Juliet, and Tchaikovsky’s 
music for Hamlet. All of  
these things wrapped up (no 
pun intended) into one film 
make it a holiday classic.”

Die Hard

Dolly Sickles, Pittsboro 
author: “Because we’re an 
action movie family, our two 
ultimate favorites are ‘Die 
Hard’ and ‘The Long Kiss 
Goodnight.’ ‘Die Hard’ was 
just so unusual when it came 
out, and the plot and charac-
ters so compelling. It’s a hold-
over favorite that we’ve seen 
a million times, and usually 
watch it about mid-month. 
‘The Long Kiss Goodnight’ is 
another family favorite. The 
original ‘Grinch Who Stole 
Christmas’ and ‘A Charlie 
Brown Christmas’ are our fa-

vorite cartoons, and through-
out the month we listen to 
Vince Guaraldi on repeat. But 
since it came out, we watch 
‘Elf’ while we put up the 
Christmas tree. Everything 
about it is satisfying, from the 
sweet message to fun dialogue 
and sing-a-long opportunities. 
My mother is a huge fan of  
‘White Christmas,’ and when 
I was a kid we watched that 
every year. It’s super dated 
now, but it makes me think of  
my mom, and singing along 
with Rosemary Clooney and 
Vera Ellen to ‘Sisters.’ But if  
I had to choose one, I guess 
we’d go with ‘Die Hard.’”

Elf

Dan LaMontagne, Chatham 
County Manager: “I watch it 
with my wife and daughters 
every Christmas Eve. It is 
great for all ages. One of my 
favorite parts is when he is 
in the office with his dad and 
thinks the coffee is hot choco-
late. His reaction is hilarious! 
And who can forget that ‘the 
best way to spread Christmas 
cheer is singing loud for all to 
hear!’”

Brooke Simmons, owner, 
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School 
performance 

shows county split
BY ADRIANNE CLEVEN

News + Record Correspondent

SILER CITY — Margaret Grayson is a 
school social worker at Jordan-Matthews 
High School in Siler City, on the west side 
of  Chatham County. Her work is marked by 
her observant, empathetic personality and 
a desire to hear about students’ experienc-
es. 

“I love hearing kids’ stories,” she says 
one Monday morning this fall, sitting be-
hind a desk in her sunlit cinderblock office. 
“That’s my favorite part about the job, and 
I’m a pretty good listener, so I can bring 
that to my work.”

But lately, one of  those stories weighs on 
her. 

Edward, as we’ll call him, is a senior at 
J-M. He lives alone with his 20-year-old 
sister. His parents live in El Salvador. 

While he completes his high school 
coursework with the hopes of  graduating 
this spring, Edward helps pay the bills by 
working almost full-time at Mountaire 
Farms, a poultry processing plant in town. 
His tight schedule, packed with high school 
coursework and long shifts at the process-
ing plant, makes it hard for him to attend 
all of  his classes.

“We try to adjust his schedule so that 
he can leave after third block,” Grayson 
says. “But we even worked it out so that 
he can leave 10 or 15 minutes early from 
his third block class and go get a box 
lunch. Instead of  taking the time to eat 
lunch he gets a box lunch, and then he 
can head on home to get ready. He has to 
get ready for work, put on all his equip-
ment and everything.” 

Some 30 miles from Grayson’s office at 
J-M, on the other side of  Chatham County, 
lies one of  the wealthiest neighborhoods in 

A DIVIDED CHATHAM

See DIVIDE, page A6

PBO businesses 
push forward 
to end 2019

BY ZACHARY HORNER
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — This past Monday was a 
fairly normal one for downtown Pittsboro.

Along with the normal hustle and bustle 
of  any weekday, there were two individu-
als sitting in front of  the Chatham County 
Historic Courthouse in the traffic circle 
holding Confederate flags. 

Whereas most cities and towns might 
find those people and flags out of  the ordi-
nary, at least on a Monday around noon, 
it’s become old hat for Circle City’s center.

Inside his restaurant nearby, Pittsboro 
Roadhouse owner Greg Lewis bemoaned 
their presence’s effect on his business and 
that of  his fellow shop owners.

“People don’t want to come because of  
protests, both sides,” Lewis said. “So what 
do you do? Many of  them are protesting 
Pittsboro when Pittsboro had nothing to do 
with this.”

Just this past Saturday, he said, a Chapel 
Hill couple came in. They told him that if  
they had known there were protestors just 
outside the restaurant, they wouldn’t have 
come.

Downtown Pittsboro’s shops and stores 
have had a unique 2019. Not only have 

See RETAIL, page A12

Suspect in SECU hostage event in 
Pittsboro indicted on federal charges 

BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Pittsboro 
resident Kevin Laliberte, 
the man arrested and 
charged in September for 
firing a weapon inside 
Pittsboro’s State Employees 
Credit Union and holding 
the bank’s manager hos-
tage, was taken into federal 
custody on Monday after 
he was indicted by a federal 
grand jury in the North 
Carolina Middle District for 
possession of  a firearm by a 
felon on Nov. 26.

Laliberte pled not guilty 
to the charges. He remains 
in federal custody and is 
scheduled to return to fed-
eral court in February.

On September 12, Lalib-
erte allegedly entered the 
SECU on East Street in 

Pittsboro, fired a gunshot 
into a ceiling tile and then 

ordered all 
the staff to 
leave but the 
bank manag-
er. Laliberte 
held the 
manager until 
extensive 
negotiations 
with the man-

ager and law enforcement 
resulted in his surrender to 
N.C. State Highway Patrol 
Trooper Rodney Cook.

Following his surrender, 
law enforcement executed a 
search warrant on Lalib-
erte’s residence and seized 
items including multiple 
boxes of  ammunition, 
several handguns and rifles, 
holsters and a bullet-proof  
vest, according to a report 
filed with the Chatham 

County Clerk of  Court. 
Laliberte was charged with 
one count of  second-degree 
kidnapping, two counts of  
possession of  a firearm by a 
felon, 15 counts of  discharg-
ing a weapon into occupied 
property and one count of  
injury to real property. 

But in light of the federal 
charges, the local charges 
were dropped by the District 
Attorney. According to multi-
ple law enforcement sources, 
local officers had worked with 
federal agents to secure the 
indictment in the U.S. District 
Court for the Middle District 
of North Carolina. Lalib-
erte was released from the 
Chatham County Detention 
Center on Monday into the 
custody of Federal Bureau of  
Investigation agents execut-
ing the federal warrant issued 
on the charges.

Laliberte had been previ-
ously convicted in Virginia 
on charges including mis-
demeanor assault, invol-
untary manslaughter and 
possession of  marijuana.

According to the United 
States Sentencing Commis-
sion, the Middle District of  
North Carolina’s caseload 
has the highest percentage 
of  cases for possession of  a 
firearm by a felon in 2012, 
the last time the statistics 
were compiled. Nationwide, 
about 96 percent of  those 
convicted on those federal 
charges received jail time, 
a much higher rate than 
those convicted on the state 
level, according to law en-
forcement.

Casey Mann can be reached 
at CaseyMann@Chathamnr.
com.

Laliberte

Photo courtesy of RKO Radio Pictures

James Stewart, Donna Reed, Carol Coombs, Karolyn Grimes, Jimmy Hawkins and 
Larry Simms in a scene from ‘It’s a Wonderful Life,’ the 1946 film that’s a favorite 
of many during Christmas season.

Staff photo by Zachary Horner

Sarah King of Gathered puts a gift bag 
together during a Thursday morning at 
the store in Pittsboro.
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COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR
THURSDAY
• The Carolina Mountain 
Dulcimer Players meet 
at 7 p.m. on the third 
Thursday of  each month 
(12-19) at the Seymore 
Center on Homestead 
Road in Chapel Hill. 
Beginners, experts, and 
all stringed instruments 
welcome. For more 
information and/or di-
rections, contact Shirley 
Ray at ShirleyRay@aol.
com or 919-929-5359. 

• Creating Connections 
Through Fellowship and 
Food - The Community 
Lunch serves a free hot 
meal to our walk-in 
guests from noon to 1 
p.m. every Thursday 
in the parish hall of  St. 
Bartholomew’s Episcopal 
Church. Our mission 
is simple: to provide a 
healthy, appetizing meal 
at no cost to all who come 
to us hungry. We provide 
a place of  hospitality and 
fellowship for everyone. 
We welcome all, regard-
less of  race, sex, age, 
national origin, religious 
preference, handicap, or 
income. 

• Chatham Community 
Library – Volunteer ge-
nealogists are available 
to assist with family 
history research, wheth-
er your ancestors lived 
in Chatham County, the 
50 states, or overseas. 
A genealogy volunteer 
is on site in the library 
most Thursdays from 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m., and 
other days and times 
by appointment. Call 
919-545-8086 to make an 
appointment. 

• The Second Bloom of 
Chatham Thrift Shop will 
be open this Thursday, 
December 19 until 8 pm. 
Each shopper will get to 
draw a discount coupon 
and enjoy cider and 
cookies. We have jewel-
ry and purses, as well 
as men’s and women’s 
clothing and shoes in all 
sizes. Our regular hours 
are Tuesday through 
Saturday from 10am to 
4pm. We will also be open 
on Monday, December 23 
from 10am to 4pm, then 
closed December 24 and 
25.  We are in Pittsboro 
on the Courthouse Circle 
beside the Roadhouse. All 
proceeds support do-
mestic violence services 
and education in collab-
oration with Chatham 
County. 

• The Pittsboro Farm-
ers Market is open with 
available items year-
round from 3 to 6 p.m. 
on Thursdays. They are 
located at 287 East St., 

Pittsboro.

FRIDAY

• Free Friday Music Jam 
at the Oasis Open Air 
Market in Siler City from 
4:30 p.m. to 6:30-7 every 
Friday. Get together with 
the acoustic community 
of  Siler City to play, and 
sing while enjoying Open 
Blue Grass, Old-time and 
County music. If  you 
want to join, show up 
or email John Eichorn, 
johneichorn72@gmail.
com.

SATURDAY

• “Miracle on Hillsboro 
Street”, will be presented 
at 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 21. Enjoy audience 
participation, local actors 
and the real Kris Kringle! 
Have your child bring a 
letter to Santa telling him 
what they love about him! 
It might even be picked 
to be read at the show. 
Admission is $7 with 
proceeds benefiting the 
Chatham Arts Council. 
Seating is limited - ticket 
are available through 
eventbrite.com. Link: 
https://tinyerl.com/
s7ehe8u. Event will be 
produced by the Phoe-
nix Theater Group and 
hosted by the Pittsboro 
Business Assn.  

• Join the gathering for 
the Bluegrass Jam Circle 
at Bynum Front  Porch 
Pickin’ and make music 
every 2nd and 4th Satur-
day throughout the year, 
at 950 Bynum Rd. The cir-
cle forms around 10 a.m. 
until 12ish. Singers, new 
pickers, (spoons, wash-
boards) and audience 
members are all welcome! 
This is an open circle type 
jam for all skill levels 
and ages. If  you pick, 
bring your instrument 
(Acoustic instruments 
only). If  you sing, bring 
your voice. Come to enjoy 
great music at the historic 
Bynum General Store. As 
always, the Circle Jam 
is free and open to the 
public!

MONDAY

• Welcome to Writing To-
ward Resilience, a weekly 
opportunity for all those 
who are grieving or cur-
rent caregivers. We meet 
Mondays at noon at SECU 
Jim and Betsy Bryan 
Hospice Home of  UNC.  
Come and enjoy a respite 
from the demands of  your 
day – to reflect and write. 
No writing experience 
necessary. Facilitated 
by Carol Henderson, a 
professional writer and 
workshop leader who has 
facilitated workshops 
all over the U.S. and in 
Europe. No registration 
needed. The UNC Hospice 
Home is at 100 Roundtree 

Circle, behind Bojangles 
in Pittsboro, 919-984-2675. 
For further information 
email ann.ritter@un-
chealth.unc.edu. 

• Circle City Squares is a 
square dance group in 
Pittsboro that usually 
dances from 2 to 5 p.m. on 
Monday afternoons, but 
verify the exact time and 
place. The usual meeting 
space is the Old Agricul-
ture Building Audito-
rium, 65 East Chatham 
Street, located downstairs 
in downtown Pittsboro. 
Cost is $5 per person each 
week. For more informa-
tion or to verify the time/
place, email: gunnhsd@
embarqmail.com. 

• Big Band swing and jazz 
sounds from 2 to 5 p.m., 
every Monday at the 
Pittsboro Roadhouse and 
General Store. The dance 
floor is open and bands 
rotate. For more infor-
mation, see our website: 
www.pittsbororoadhouse.
com.

UPCOMING

• The Chatham Coun-
ty Council of Aging, a 
non-profit organization, 
will hold its annual 
public board meeting at 
5:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
January 9 at the Eastern 
Chatham Senior Cen-
ter (365 Hwy 87 N.) in 
Pittsboro. The Council on 
Aging is the county’s des-
ignated agency for senior 
services and programs. 
If  you have questions 
or wish to speak at the 
meeting, please contact 
Dennis Streets at 919-542-
4512.  

• A Bird Walk with the 
NHAS is scheduled for 8 
a.m., Saturday, Dec. 14. 
Meet at 8 a.m. in front of  
the Wild Bird Center in 
Eastgate Shopping Cen-
ter in Chapel Hill. For 
questions, contact Tom 
Driscoll at spttdrdshnk@
yahoo.com. - Walk at 8 
a.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 
18, meeting at the same 
place. For questions, 
contact Vern Bothwell 
at Vernb217@gmail.
com. Walk at 8 a.m. on 
Saturday, Dec. 21, meet-
ing at the same place, 
questions, Contact Tom 
Driscoll at spttdrdshnk@
yahoo.com. A Walk at 
8 a.m. on Sunday, Dec. 
29, meeting at the same 
place. Contact Kent Fiala 
at kent.fiala@gmail.com. 
Heavy rains will result in 
cancellation of  individual 
walks. All walks, wear 
long pants and closed toe 
shoes with socks. Bring 
snacks and water if  you 
like.  

• Sharing Our Stories, a 
8-week grief  support 
group sponsored by UNC 
Hospice, is scheduled for 

Jan. 8 through Feb. 26 at 
the SECU Jim and Betsy 
Bryan Hospice Home of  
UNC in Pittsboro. This 
will be held from 10 to 
11:30 a.m. for eight con-
secutive Wednesdays in 
the sunroom of  our facili-
ty. The group supplies ed-
ucational resources and 
mutual support to help 
participants explore their 
grief  in a non-pressured 
environment. This is open 
to hospice families and to 
the community. There is 
no fee but registration is 
required. Contact Annie 
Ritter at 984-215-2650 or 
ann.ritter@unchealth.
unc.edu for further in-
formation. All who have 
experienced the loss of  a 
loved one are welcome.  

• The Chatham Historical 
Museum is open from 11 
am until 4 pm Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday. 
Adult and kid friendly, 
there is no admission fee. 
Our special exhibit for 
Dec - Jan is Chatham’s 
Deep River Coal History. 
There are lots of  inter-
esting artifacts to see, as 
well as our permanent 
exhibits on all aspects of  
Chatham’s history. Bring 
your holiday visitors and 
enjoy Chatham’s unique 
history. Please note that 
the Museum will be 
closed on Christmas Day.  

• Caregiver Support Group 
sponsored by UNC Hos-
pice - This group offers 
support for those cur-
rently providing care to 
a loved one. Hear infor-
mation about effective 
caregiving and share ex-
periences in comfortable 
surroundings. No regis-
tration necessary. Just 
Come! 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
Mondays in the Sunroom 
at SECU Jim and Betsy 
Bryan Hospice Home, 100 
Roundtree Way, Pittsboro, 
984-215-2675. For more 
information, contact 
Annie Ritter: 984-215-2650 
or ann.ritter@unchealth.
unc.edu . Group meet the 
third Monday of  every 
month.  

• The Circle of Support 
for those who have lost a 
loved one to death meets 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m., the 
second Monday of  each 
month at the SECU Jim 
and Betsy Bryan Hospice 
Home, 100 Roundtree 
Way, Pittsboro. Come 
to one or come every 
month to give and gain 
support from others who 
have lost a loved one. 
Volunteers will facilitate 
the circle of  support. 
Participants can bring 
pictures and stories of  
their loved one as well as 
questions and concerns. 
No need to register! 
Just come! If  you’d like 

further information, 
contact Ann Ritter, 984-
215-2650 or ann.ritter@
unchealth.unc.edu. If  
you need directions, call 
the Hospice Home at 984-
215-2675.

ALSO HAPPENING

• Chatham Habitat for Hu-
manity is seeking groups 
– corporate, school, neigh-
borhood, etc. – to volun-
teer on their Siler City 
build sites. Build days are 
on Wednesdays, Thurs-
days, and Saturdays. For 
more information, visit 
chathamhabitat.org/vol-
unteer, or email rachelh@
chathamhabitat.org  

• WGU North Carolina, an 
affiliate of  the competen-
cy-based nonprofit West-
ern Governors University, 
has announced the avail-
ability of  new Salute to the 
Armed Forces Scholarships, 
worth up to $3,000 toward 
a bachelor’s or master’s 
degree in IT, business, 
healthcare, or K–12 
education. Applications 
are now being accepted 
through December 31. 
Open to U.S. military vet-
erans, active-duty service 
members, reservists, and 
military family members 
newly enrolling in a WGU 
degree program, schol-
arships will be awarded 
at the rate of  $750 per 
six-month term, for up to 
two years.  To learn more 
or to apply, visit www.
wgu.edu/salute. For more 
information about WGU 
North Carolina, visit 
www.wgu.edu/north-car-
olina.html. 

• Adult Volunteers Needed 
at Chatham Hospital in Siler 
City, a 25-bed Critical Ac-
cess Hospital located in 
Siler City and part of  the 
UNC Health Care Sys-
tem. All prospective vol-
unteers must complete 
an on-line application, 
a criminal background 
check, an orientation and 
have documentation of  
required immunizations. 
To learn more go to: 
www.chathamhospital.
org/ch/about-us/volun-
teer. 

• Volunteers Needed — 
Nonprofit agencies in 
Chatham seek teen 
volunteers to help with 
many projects. Teens 
can help at food pantries, 
in gardens, fundraising 
projects, office work, and 
care for animals. Chatham 
Connecting website lists 
many volunteer opportu-
nities for youth. See where 
you are needed to help 
in the community: www.
chathamconnecting.org. 

• Meals on Wheels drivers 
are needed in Chatham 

County. Regular and 
substitute drivers are 
needed. We are looking 
for individuals or teams 
to deliver meals as a 
regular driver for our 
routes. Meals are deliv-
ered between 10:30 a.m. 
and 12 noon. Routes take 
about an hour. Substi-
tutes will likely deliver 
1 to 2 times per month. 
Contact Allison Andrews 
with Chatham Council 
on Aging, phone: 919-542-
4512, ext. 226. Allison.
andrews@chathamcoun-
cilonaging.org. 

• Foster and/or adoptive 
information — Give chil-
dren a safe place to grow. 
Interested in becoming a 
Foster and/or Adoptive 
parent. Call 642-6956 to 
learn more. 

• Alcoholics Anonymous — 
North Carolina District 
33, call the Help Line at 
866-640-0180 for the meet-
ing schedule for this area. 

• Motorcycle Association — 
The Motorcycle Associa-
tion for Chatham, West-
ern Wake, Lee, Orange 
and Alamance counties 
meets in Pittsboro and 
is open to all riders. For 
information, call 919-
392-3939 or visit www.
chathamCBA.com. 

• Narcotics Anonymous — 
For drug problems in the 
family, Narcotics Anony-
mous helps! Call 1-800-
721-8225 for listing of  local 
meetings! 

• Al-Anon Meeting — Pitts-
boro Serenity Seekers 
Al-Anon Family Group 
meets at 7 p.m. Mondays, 
at Chatham Community 
Church, in the lower level 
of  Chatham Mill, Pitts-
boro. 

• Caregiver Support Group 
meetings are held the 3rd 
Monday of  each month 
at 6 p.m. at the Pittsboro 
Senior Center. For more 
information, contact Su-
san Hardy at 919-542-4512. 

• Scout News 
•  Boy Scout Troop 93 in 
Pittsboro meets Wednes-
day at 7 p.m. at the Harold 
Boone Scout Park on 
Hwy 64W, just past CCCC. 
Open to boys, ages 11-17. 
Visit www.bstroop93.org 
for more information.  
•  Pack 924 of  Siler City 
First U.M.C. meets on 
Tuesdays from 7 to 8:30 
p.m. for boys, grades 1 
through 5. Come join the 
Cub Scouts.  
•  Pack 900 in Bear Creek 
meets Tuesday nights at 7 
p.m. at Meroney’s U.M.C. 
following the school 
calendar.  See http://
pack900.com for more 
information.
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Holidays bring changes 
in deadlines and delivery 

schedule for some 
editions of the CN+R

The holiday season will bring some 
changes in deadlines and other sched-
ules for the News + Record.

CHRISTMAS is on Wednesday, Dec. 
25. Advertising deadlines for the News 
+ Record’s Dec. 26-Jan. 1 edition won’t 
change, but the deadline for obituar-
ies and news is at noon on Monday, 
Dec. 23. Distribution and mailing will 
be done on Thursday, Dec. 26, mean-
ing subscribers and readers will get 
that week’s edition one day later than 
normal.

The News + Record’s offices will 
close for Christmas at noon on Tues-
day, Dec. 24, and re-open on Thursday, 

Dec. 26.
NEW YEAR’S DAY is on Wednes-

day, Jan. 1. As with the week prior, 
advertising deadlines won’t change, 
but obituary and news deadlines 
will be at noon on Monday, Dec. 30. 
As with Christmas week, distribu-
tion and mailing will be done on 
Thursday, Jan. 2, meaning sub-
scribers and readers will get that 
week’s edition one day later than 
normal.

The News + Record’s offices will 
close for the New Year’s holiday at 
noon on Tuesday, Dec. 31, and re-open 
on Thursday, Jan. 2.

75 Ballentrae Court
Pittsboro, NC

CHATHAM HEALTH 
SCIENCES CENTER
OPENING SPRING 2020!

To see classes currently available, 
visit www.cccc.edu/chsc

For more information, contact: 
www.cccc.edu/chsc  |  (919) 545-8000

Enroll NOW!
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The Chatham Rabbit: “This 
movie is hilarious and 
heart-warming. My favor-
ite quote is when Buddy 
the Elf  says, ‘The best 
way to spread Christmas 
cheer is to sing along for 
all to hear.’ My family 
can attest that the closer 
it gets to Christmas day 
the more I adhere to this 
philosophy much to their 
dismay. The thing I love 
the most about the movie 
is that it shows us to live 
our truth and be who we 
are no matter how annoy-
ing and that by doing so 
everything will work out 
in the end.”

Home Alone

Alyssa Byrd, President, 
Chatham Economic De-
velopment Corporation: 
“I love watching ‘Home 
Alone’ with my kids. It’s 
a classic, and the physical 
comedy gives us all belly 
laughs.”

Randall Rigsbee, Man-
aging Editor, Chatham 
News + Record: “The late 
John Hughes gave us two 
enduring holiday clas-
sics: ‘Planes, Trains and 
Automobiles,’ which he 
wrote and directed, about 
Thanksgiving; and ‘Home 
Alone,’ which he wrote, 
about Christmas. Both are 
terrific holiday movies 
brimming with humor and 
warmth, but especially hu-
mor. So much to love about 
‘Home Alone’ — ‘Keep the 
change, you filthy animal’ 
— it hasn’t lost its punch 
after nearly 30 years and I 
never tire of seeing it.”

It’s a Wonderful Life 

Bill Haiges, Siler City 
Commissioner: “I love it for 
many reasons. First, it’s 
because of  the message 
that wealth isn’t mea-
sured in dollars, but in the 
strength of  the reputation 
and character of  a person. 
My father taught me that 
if  you do the right thing, 
for the right reasons, good 

things will happen. That is 
exemplified in the char-
acter of  George Bailey in 
that movie.”

Cindy Bray, Siler City 
Commissioner: “It is a 
good  example of  what 
we should all remember 
not only at Christmas but 
every day.”

Anabelle’s Wish

Sara Pack, Chatham Sher-
iff’s Office: “Although few 
may recognize the title, 
this beautiful animated 
story is forever etched in 
my country girl heart; it’s 
best enjoyed alongside 
your favorite pet and a 
box of  tissues! It’s about 
an orphaned, non-speak-
ing child named Billy 
who lives on a farm with 
his grandfather and an 
adorable calf  named An-
nabelle. Early on, we learn 
that Annabelle dreams 
of being one of  Santa’s 
reindeer and hopes to ask 
him for the ability to fly. 
Over the next year, we 
learn of  Billy’s hardships, 
his grandfather’s finan-
cial struggles, and most 
importantly, his growing 
friendships with Anna-
belle and a young girl 
named Emily. I won’t spoil 
the ending too much, but 
let’s just say that Anna-
belle gets her wish, and 
the result is unforgettable. 
I never tire of  re-watching 
this incredibly moving 
tale of  love, sacrifice, and 
Christmas miracles!”

Miracle on 34th Street

John Grimes, Siler City 
Mayor: “The movie puts a 
question in the mind of the 
viewer, ‘Do miracles really 
happen?’ Not only at Christ-
mas time, but in different 
seasons and in different 
years of our life. Do you real-
ly believe in miracles? I do!”

Judy Hogan, Mon-
cure-based author and poet: 
“I haven’t seen many 
Christmas movies in my 
life, but I especially loved 
‘Miracle on 34th Street,’ 
which I saw when I was 

10 in 1947. I believe it’s 
still available. Why? Good 
things happen, even mir-
acles. We were re-united 
with our father. We moved 
from Norman, Oklahoma, 
to Jacksonville, Florida. 
The war was over. I decid-
ed to become a writer, and 
I did. I have 22 books in 
print at age 82.”

Mister 880

Dr. John D. Dykers, retired 
Siler City physician: “My big 
surprise was that my real 
favorite was ‘Mister 880,’ a 
1950 movie starring Burt 
Lancaster and Dorothy 
McGuire in which Ed-
mund Gwenn plays an old 
man who deals antiques 
in New York City and 
counterfeits a few $1 bills 
to ‘get by’ when times are 
tough. Gwenn is the actor 
who plays Kris Kringle in 
‘Miracle on 34th Street,’ 
which is a real Christmas 
movie and also charming. 
It is probably because I am 
old that the other Christ-
mas movies that stick are 
‘A Christmas Carol’ and 
Jimmy Stewart in ‘It’s a 
Wonderful Life.’ But it 
may be because Christmas 
feels so commercial now. 
The spirit of  Jesus and 
love and real person to 
person giving to those in 
real need is not as often 
found on the big screen. 
‘Mr. 880’ became con-
joined in my memory with 
Christmas. Surely part 
of  that was Gwenn the 
common actor. The basic 
kindness of  all the char-
acters was the Christmas 
spirit personified, and it 
was the Christmas spirit 
we all want to express 
every day.”

National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation

Curtis Brown, Siler City 
Commissioner: “It reminds 
me of  some of  my rela-
tives and some people I 
grew up with.”

April Weaver, director, N.C. 
Arts Incubator: “I’m going 
to say National Lampoon’s 

Christmas Vacation for the 
sheer hilarity of it. It’s a big 
tradition in my family to 
just let it play over and over. 
I have a Cousin Eddie bob-
blehead in my office one of  
my daughters gave me. He’s 
in the short robe and boots 
from the scene where he’s 
emptying the RV toilet into 
the street shouting ‘Merry 
Christmas’ and something 
else I can’t say here.”

The Nightmare Before 
Christmas 

Rev. Ricky R McKinney Sr., 
pastor, Jordon Grove AME 
Zion Church, Siler City: “By 
far my favorite belongs to 
a 1993 movie entitled ‘The 
Nightmare Before Christ-
mas.’ For beginners, it’s 
a fantasy/musical which 
we love because we’re a 
singing family. Once we 
discovered it, my children, 
wife and I have made it a 
‘must see’ ever since; ev-
ery year! It’s the story of  
Halloweentown’s Pump-
kin King, Jack Skelling-
ton, who is totally bored of  
frightening people and he 
discovers Christmastown. 
He sees the difference 
of  dark and gloomy and 
profoundly prefers the 
brightness of  color and joy 
of  Christmas. He enjoys 
Christmas so much so 
that he wants to be Santa 
Claus, kidnaps Santa to 
bring Christmas under his 
control, and finds he has 
some big shoes to fill”

The Polar Express

Dennis Streets, Executive 
Director, Chatham County 
Council on Aging: “Besides 
being an admirer of  
Tom Hanks, I love how 
this movie reminds us 
of  Christmas magic. It 
truly is a magical sea-
son – a time to share joy 
among family, friends and 
strangers; to put others 
before self; and to remain 
youthful in spirit. We are 
inspired to believe and 
listen for the sound of  all 
that is good about the hol-
iday season in hopes that 

it will last throughout the 
year.”

Bill Horner III, Publisher/
Editor, Chatham News + 
Record: “It’s hard to beat 
‘It’s a Wonderful Life,’ 
which has all the elements 
of a great film and that in-
credible performance from 
Jimmy Stewart, but my go-
to favorite for now is ‘The 
Polar Express.’ I love snow 
and I love trains and each 
time I watch it I’m really 
transported and really for-
get it’s a movie. The movie 
reminds me of the wonder 
of the season of Christmas 
and the magic I always 
felt as a child. There are 
probably 20 ‘I love that 
film’ Christmas movies on 
my list (and no, I’ve never 
seen ‘A Christmas Story’ 
or ‘National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation’), but 
‘Polar Express’ — which 
I’ve probably seen 30 times 
— is the only one I ever 
watch out of season.”

White Christmas

Bill Haiges, Siler City 
Commissioner: “I would 
say that in ‘White Christ-
mas’ the message reso-
nates with me because it’s 
all about doing something 
for others with no expec-
tation of  getting anything 
in return...It’s more bless-
ed to give than to receive. 
Also, I love the music! 
Christmas music to me is 
all of  the traditional stuff, 
Ray Coniff, Nat King Cole, 
the Robert Shaw Chorale, 
Bing Crosby, Andy Wil-
liams, Dean Martin and 
so on. It’s what Lisa and 
I were raised listening 
to and passed that on to 
our own kids. I love that 
my 16-year old daughter 
and 21-year old son can 
identify Tony Bennett 
versus Dean Martin and 
have an appreciation for 
that generation.”

Zachary Horner, Reporter, 
Chatham News + Record: 
“My wife and I stumbled 
across ‘White Christmas’ 
a couple years ago on Net-
flix and we instantly de-
cided to make it a family 
tradition. Great music — I 

get ‘Lord, help the mister 
who comes between me 
and my sister’ stuck in 
my head all the time — 
and a great story compli-
ment Bing Crosby and 
Rosemary Clooney’s solid 
performances. The duos 
are particularly good 
together as well. Worth a 
watch. ‘The Santa Clause’ 
is a close second.” 

The Christmas 
Chronicles

Jaime Detzi, Chatham 
Education Foundation: “My 
current favorite holiday 
movie is The Christmas 
Chronicles. I love a few 
things about this movie. 
First, it gives you some re-
ally concrete ideas on how 
Santa Claus handles the lo-
gistics of traveling around 
the world in 24 hours. As 
a kid, I could never stop 
thinking about the ‘how’ 
and it is a brilliant movie 
to see one writer’s ideas on 
Santa’s magic. Second, a 
family in tragedy (loss of  
their father) comes togeth-
er, makes a believer out of  
the teenage son, and learns 
how to bring Christmas 
joy back to their home. It 
is a true reminder of how 
loss strikes many families, 
especially children, and 
that you can find a way to 
keep that person’s memory 
alive.”

Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer

Mike Roberson, Cha-
tham County Sheriff: “I’ve 
enjoyed this classic since 
childhood! Although 
Rudolph was shunned 
and bullied, he rose above 
the negativity to become 
a true hero and depend-
able teammate. Rudolph’s 
journey is a reminder 
that we all have different 
strengths that should be 
celebrated, not ridiculed 
or concealed. Every mem-
ber of  the team has value 
as well as leadership po-
tential… You just have to 
give them the opportunity 
to shine!”

Continued from page A1

MOVIES: ‘Reminds me of the wonder of the season of Christmas’ 

Unwrapping the best Christmas movies of all time
Christmas movies are as 

ubiquitous during December as 
wrapped gifts 
and twinkling 
lights. While 
bound by 
their yule-
tide milieu, 
Christmas 
films run the 
gambit of  
genres. Some 
audiences 
prefer the soft 
glow of  win-

some family fare, while some 
enjoy observing the meanings 
of  the season filtered through 
unexpected prisms, from drama 
and comedy to action and even 
horror.

For the 12 days of  Christmas, 
here are 12 of  the best Christ-
mas movies. The list is immedi-
ately notable for the absence of  
perennial favorites like “The Po-
lar Express,” “Love, Actually,” 
and any feature film involving 
the Grinch, all flawed films for 
their own particular reasons. 
Classics like “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas,” Chuck Jones’s ver-
sion of  “The Grinch Who Stole 
Christmas,” and the Rankin/
Bass canon (“Rudolph the Red-

Nosed Reindeer,” “The Little 
Drummer Boy,” and “Frosty the 
Snowman”) aren’t here, either, 
since they were television 
shorts instead of  feature films.

So slip on a warm robe, pour 
out some eggnog, and enjoy 
this roster of  heady holiday 
helpings.

“Joyeux Noël” (2005).: While 
too saccharine for some, this 
handsome French film is a 
fictitious retelling of  the Christ-
mas truce of  1914 between 
warring American, German, 
and French soldiers along the 
front lines of  World War I. The 
historical war drama was nomi-
nated for an Academy Award as 
Best Foreign Film.

“Black Christmas” (1974) and 
“Christmas Evil” (1980): You 
don’t typically think of  horror 
flicks when you think of  Christ-
mas. But these two entries are 
suitable disquieting and have 
developed cult followings. 
Directed by Bob Clark (more on 
him later), “Black Christmas” 
is one of  the earliest slasher 
films, utilizing the “babysitter 
and the man upstairs” prem-
ise to inspire later exemplars 
like “Halloween,” “Friday the 
13th,” and even the “Scream” 

series. “Christmas Evil” is best 
described as a Santa Claus 
version of  “Falling Down,” as a 
fed-up schmo dressed as Santa 
goes mad in response to the 
increasing commercialization 
of  Christmas.

“Home Alone” (1990): Yeah, 
this holiday classic has prob-
lems. But it’s one of  the most 
popular Christmas films ever, 
and its overarching sentiment 
about the value of  family fits 
squarely in the season.

“Elf” (2003): From its inven-
tive premise to Will Ferrell’s 
terrific performance, this 
neo-Christmas classic is fun, 
funny, and charming. It’s a 
film that absolves anyone who 
wants to maintain their child-
like view of  Christmas.

“White Christmas” (1954): 
Although mawkish to the ex-
treme, this is a Christmas mov-
ie at its most classic. You watch 
this for two main reasons: an 
all-star cast featuring Bing 
Crosby, Danny Kaye, Rosemary 
Clooney; and a sterling score 
from Irving Berlin that includes 
the iconic title track.

“Arthur Christmas” (2011): The 
newest film on the list, this 
computer-animated film from 

Aardman Studios follows the 
dorky black sheep of  the Claus 
family as he’s forced to step 
into his father’s formidable 
boots. This film is witty, charm-
ing, and presents the paradigm 
of  Santa Claus as an evolving, 
hereditary monarchy. It also 
cuts to the heart of  the tension 
between Christmas tradition 
and modernization.

“A Christmas Carol” (1951): 
Of  the umpteen iterations of  
Charles Dickens’s classic novel-
la, this 1951 production is the 
definitive version. It’s the most 
faithful retelling of  Dickens’s 
story, and it features Alastair 
Sim’s superb rendering of  
Ebenezer Scrooge.

“National Lampoon’s Christmas 
Vacation” (1989): This film had 
to grow on me, but this zany 
third entry about the Griswold 
clan is one of  the funniest and 
most quotable Christmas films.

“Die Hard” (1988): Yes, “Die 
Hard” is a Christmas movie. 
Beyond its exclusively yule-
tide setting and score, the film 
revolves around the evergreen 
themes of  family and forgive-
ness. Oh, it’s also one of  the 
best action movies in history.

“Miracle on 34th Street” (1947): 

This story of  the department 
store Santa who claims to be 
real is one of  the definitive 
Christmas films. It’s also really 
good, winning three Academy 
Awards, including Edmund 
Gwenn for Best Supporting 
Actor as Kris Kringle.

“A Christmas Story” (1983): 
Derided as grating hokem by 
some, this nostalgic portrait 
of  pre-World War II midwest 
Americana directed by Bob 
Clark (the same director as 
“Black Christmas”) survives 
repeating viewings. It’s the rare 
holiday staple that holds some-
thing funny and even moving 
for kids and parents alike, har-
kening back to an increasingly 
bygone age of  innocence.

“It’s a Wonderful Life” (1946): 
No other film that could top this 
list. It has it all: a great director 
in Frank Capra, a great lead 
actor in Jimmy Stewart, and an 
engrossing yarn about a man 
who wishes he’s never been 
born and plans to commit sui-
cide on Christmas Eve, who is 
then made aware by an angel of  
how his seemingly inconsequen-
tial life has positively impacted 
others. It’s the go-to movie every 
Christmas, and for good reason.

NEIL MORRIS
Film Critic

At Crutchfield Crossroads

6788 Siler City Snow Camp Rd., Siler City
(919) 663-1569 • hartsgeneralstore.com

Foothills Ham • Fruit Cake • T.O.E Jam 
Deer Corn • N.C. Christmas Trees

Christmas Decor & Bows • F.R.O.G Jam 
Happy Homes Flavoring • Local Fudge

Bread and Butter Pickles • Sand, Gravel, Mulch 
Honey • Blue Mist BBQ Sauce • Rental Equipment

Goat Soap • Hoop Cheese • Landscape Services

Purchase any coffee 
and chocolate and 

we’ll give you a 
copy of the 18A East Salisbury St.

Downtown Pittsboro



Some last-minute gift suggestions
If  you’re like 

me — and hopeful-
ly, for your sake, 
you’re not — you 
may not be done 
with your Christ-
mas gift shopping.

Or, in my case 
— and that of  
probably a signif-
icant number of  
other men — your 

Christmas gift buying.
See, I’m pretty well convinced 

most men don’t shop. Men tend to 
buy. If  I need a new cap, for in-
stance, and can’t get a feed company 
or tractor dealer to give me one, 
then I’ll go to my favorite store and 
see what they’ve got.

Then, when I see one I want, if  I 
can afford it, I buy it. If  I can’t, then 
I don’t.

Many women, on the other hand, 
go from one store to another, typi-
cally because they don’t want a hat 
with a feed company’s name on the 
front. They look first at one head 
covering and then another until 
they’ve about exhausted the town’s 
supply and the patience of  the sales 
folks.

After that they’ll go back to the 
first store and purchase the first one 
they saw, unless, of  course, some 
other lady has made it her own, in 
which case our heroine will weep 
and wail and stuff like that all the 
while chastising the store for not 
carrying what she wanted and never 
being willing to wear something 
someone else wears.

All of  this reasoning, of  course, 
results in two things: a generaliza-
tion that doesn’t always come true 
and an observation that I may be in 

hot water eventually.
Having said all that, however, I 

still stand behind — or beside or 
even in front of  — the core of  that 
belief  that men tend to buy rather 
than shop.

We guys tend to do other things, 
as well. Things like getting lost but 
not admitting it while we’re driving 
in a new place and don’t want to stop 
to ask for directions. Why should 
you stop and ask for directions since 
there are Global Positioning Satel-
lites (GPS) everywhere telling us to 
turn left at the next road? 

The fact I don’t have — or want — 
one of  those gizmos has no meaning 
for my sense of  direction; I’d rather 
read a map. It also helps that most 
of  the time I don’t want to venture 
too far from Chatham County, like 
to Baltimore or other points. Given 
that I can still get from Moncure to 
Bonlee means I don’t have to have a 
GPS — or a road map.

I might add here that it was point-
ed out to me a few days ago that the 
Wise Men who traveled to Bethle-
hem that first Christmas also had 
a GPS — a Global Positioning Star. 
But that’s another story, although a 
good one.

Anyway, let me offer a few 
last-minute Christmas gift sugges-
tions for your consideration. And 
I’m pretty sure everyone on your 
list could use and would want one or 
more and that there’s never a prob-
lem with size or color or anything 
like that.

One gift is the gift of  encourage-
ment. Speak to someone; tell them 
you appreciate them; tell them they 
are wonderfully gifted in some way 
because of  the Spark of  the Divine 
the Master Builder has built into 

them.
Another gift is the gift of  the kind 

word. It’s been said a pat on the back 
is only a few inches removed from 
a kick in the seat of  the pants, but 
miles ahead in results.

Here’s another I’m working on: 
the gift of  listening. It’s becoming 
painfully obvious to me that there 
is a very good reason we have two 
ears and only one mouth. More 
than likely, it was intended for 
us to listen twice as much as we 
talk. I think I’m getting better 
at that one; I needed to. A friend 
called me the other day and as we 
worked through our conversation, 
I thought he needed something so 
I asked him if  I could help him. All 
he said was, “I just wanted to talk 
with someone.”

Yet a fourth is to share what 
you have and not what you wish 
you had. I believe it’s written in 
a pretty good place, as Grantland 
Rice wrote, that “when the Mas-
ter Scorer comes to write against 
your name, He’ll write not that you 
won or lost but how you played the 
game.”

I’m pretty sure that means we’ll 
be judged at the end of  the game not 
on what we would have done if  we’d 
had a million dollars but what we 
did with the $10 we did have.

Well, there are more, lots more, 
but that’s a good start. Thing of  it 
is that you can put them and more 
in any number under your tree and 
still have room for other stuff like 
ugly ties and sweaters and yucky 
perfume.

And besides think of  the money 
you’ll save not needing wrapping 
paper.

Happy shopping...

‘Prepare Him room’
Ugly sweater parties. Dirty 

Santa. Gift shopping. Decking 
the halls. Family gatherings. 
Our calendars are certainly full 
this time of  year, but does busy-
ness on the calendar equate to 
fullness in our heart? I am not 
condemning any of  these ac-
tivities, but if  Christmas turns 
into this vague, commercial-
ized holiday, we can easily lose 
sight of  why we should rejoice 
during the Christmas season.  
The irony of  Christmas is that 
we have intentions to reflect 
upon Christ’s birth but may 
have the least amount of  time 
to do so. If  we are not careful, 
those events that we participate 
in can rob us of  the very reason 
for our rejoicing.

We find the story of  Jesus’ 
birth, the reason to rejoice, in 
Luke 2:1-7. Caesar Augustus de-
clared a census to be taken. This 
meant Mary and Joseph would 
have to travel back to Bethle-
hem to register for the census. 
As Mary and Joseph were in 
Bethlehem, Jesus would be born 
(v. 6). Mary wrapped Jesus in 
swaddling cloths and put him 
in a manger (v. 7).  This section 

of  Luke describes to us the 
fulfillment of  prophecy that the 
Messiah would be born in Beth-
lehem (Mic 5:2). This prophecy 
uttered centuries before was 
fulfilled, and Jesus Christ 
would be born to save his people 
from their sins (Matt 1:21). The 
timing of  Caesar’s decree and 
Jesus’ birth were all within the 
purview of God’s providence. 
Not only is God over history, but 
he is over the particular events 
that take place.

We try to replicate this event 
with our nativity scenes that 
often look so peaceful with a 
nicely swept floor and perfect 
square bales of  hay, in a roomy 
stable, but let us not lose sight 
of  the fact that this was a real 
birth. A real birth with real 
pain and tears, all amidst the 
smell of  animals and their ma-
nure. As the Son of  God came 
in the lowliest and humble of  
estates, we are reminded that 
“Jesus Christ, that though 
he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you 
by his poverty might become 
rich (2 Cor 8:9).” As we sing 
in the famous Christmas song 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, 
“Veiled in flesh the Godhead 
see, Hail the incarnate deity…
Mild he lays his glory by, Born 
that man no more may die.” 
The Son of  God in human form, 
humbled himself  by becoming 
obedient to the point of  death, 
even death on a cross (Phil 2:8).

The birth of Christ is not a 
story to produce sentiment. It 
tells us about God executing his 
plan of redemption by sending 
His Son into the world to live a 
perfectly righteous life, to die in 
the place of sinners, and resur-
rect from the grave. The babe 
born with his arms restricted in 
swaddling cloth and laid in a low-
ly manger of wood would soon 
have his arms stretched out and 
nailed to a piece of wood, dying a 
criminal’s death on the cross so 
all who would trust in Him alone 
could be reconciled to God and 
forgiven of their sin. 

Yet the question remains, 
“Why was Jesus in a manger?” 
Luke tells us in verse 7, “be-
cause there was no place for 
them in the inn.”  Bethlehem 
was busy during this time 
because of  the census. The 

busyness of  Bethlehem crowd-
ed out Jesus. 

In our culture, the most won-
derful time of  the year can also 
become the most stressful time 
of  the year. We can become so 
busy in our hearts, that just 
like Bethlehem, we cannot 
make room for Jesus. As the 
innkeeper of  your own heart, 
you should ask yourself  the 
question, “Am I making room 
for Christ?” 
Oh, our hearts, as busy as Beth-
lehem

Hear Him knock, don’t say 
there’s no room in the inn

Through the cradle, cross, and 
grave

See the love of  God displayed

Now He’s risen and He reigns

Praise the Name above all 
names! 

As you prepare for Christmas 
around the house and under 
the tree, would you also slow 
down and prepare your heart to 

make room for Jesus? 
Even when the lights, 

wreaths, and the mistletoe are 
put away, once the trees are 
taken down, the festive music 
stops playing, and seasonal can-
dy ceases, the church of  Jesus 
Christ still has something to 
celebrate! For when the fullness 
of  time had come, God sent 
forth his Son, born of  woman, 
born under the law, to redeem 
those who were under the law, 
so that we might receive adop-
tion as sons (Gal 4:4). We have 
all the reason to rejoice because 
the King has come and entered 
the world. Joy to the world, the 
Lord has come! Receive your 
King and let every heart pre-
pare Him room!

Lee Callicutt is an elder and 
serves on staff as the Pastor 
for Preaching and Teaching at 
Grace Hill Church in Pittsboro. 
A Chatham County native, he is 
a graduate of  Chatham Central. 
He graduated with a Masters of  
Divinity degree from Southeast-
ern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, where he also completed 
his doctoral work.

Bum lights fail to 
lighten the season

It’s the classic Christmas decorating conundrum, 
beyond cliche but enshrined perfectly for posterity 

in “National Lampoon’s Christ-
mas Vacation” when Chevy 
Chase’s Clark Griswold labors 
to festoon the exterior of his 
house for the holidays only to 
realize, after all his troubles, the 
mood-deflating moment when 
the lights don’t light.

It happened to me, too; a 
couple of  weeks ago after I 
spent an hour or so hanging 
stands of  light along the edge 
of  our roof.

As outdoor holiday lighting 
goes (it’s a phenomenon distinct enough to have 
spawned a television show, “The Great Christ-
mas Light Fight”) ours is modest. Just a strand 
of white lights we string, with those little plastic 
hook hangers that slide under the shingles, along 
the roof of  the front of  our house; but it looks 
festive and I always look forward to the tradition.

Last year, our string of  white lights had 
worked fine and were still in proper working 
order when I took them down post-season and 
placed them in their large plastic container and 
back in the attic, where they summer.

I’m no fool (most of  the time) and before I 
spent hours Clark Griswold-style going up and 
down a ladder putting the lights back up for the 
2019 season, I exercised simple due diligence, 
plugging in the connected strands to an electri-
cal outlet to confirm — voila! — that the lights 
worked. And they did.

Still, I tempered my expectations because 
Christmas lights work — and don’t work — in 
mysterious ways. They run a tad temperamental.

So even though the lights were all systems go 
when I’d plugged them in before taking on the 
task of  hanging them, I inhaled deeply — and 
probably should have crossed my fingers, too, 
come to think of  it — when I faced the moment 
of  truth and plugged the lights in.

The moment of  truth revealed that in the 
course of  the hour it took me to hang them (han-
dling them, by the way, as gently as possible) the 
stand had morphed from all systems go to three 
large light-less gaps.

Lights that don’t light are one thing. Deter-
mining the reason they don’t light is even more 
anxiety-inducing.

A cursory check of my work revealed that in 
hanging them I’d busted one bulb (I blame the lad-
der), accounting for one of the three gaps in lighting. 

Checking the other two gaps, I could find no obvious 
reasons for the outage. No busted or missing bulbs.

But since I couldn’t find — and I scoured 
the attic looking, wasting another hour — any 
replacement bulbs, I was feeling defeated. And I 
lacked motivation to retrieve the big ladder and 
begin the chore of  troubleshooting the cause.

My wife tried to ease my mind, telling me after 
judging the results from the curb and taking in 
the totality of  my work, that it looked OK. The 
gaps were at least somewhat symmetrical, she ob-
served. The gap on the left side matched the gap 
on the right, sort of. And the one in the middle 
was, well, in the middle. It almost looked planned.

As much as I would have loved to embrace that 
line of  reasoning, though, I couldn’t.

The lights still remain in place where I strung 
them a couple of  weeks ago — I like the way they 
reflect sunlight during the daytime — but at 
night we’ve not bothered to turn them on.

It wasn’t the best way to launch the holiday season.
And in the days since, I’ve found myself trying to 

fend off the blues during these holidays. It has, really, 
nothing to do with the defective lights. I’m not that 
sensitive and I can handle a setback. But it didn’t help.

The holidays are a tough season sometimes and 
this year has underscored that reality. In the last 
few days, with the happy holiday season in full 
swing around me, three friends have lost loved ones. 
While many celebrate the season, they’re grieving.

And I can’t help, though I try not to dwell on it, but 
link the holidays to memories of the death of my 
father, who died a few days shy of Christmas in 1992.

For many people, for many reasons, the holidays 
are a struggle and the struggle, as they say, is real.

Maybe that’s why my Christmas lights fiasco 
— a failed attempt at bringing more light to the 
season — brought me down as it did. 

Lots of  Christmas music, even, acknowledges 
the dichotomy of  this time of  year.

“Have yourself  a merry little Christmas,” the 
song tells us, “if  the fates allow.”
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A Christmas fool
Imagine the Bethlehem Christ-

mas story set in a shopping mall 
in eastern North 
Carolina.

Think of  a pet 
store in that mall 
as a manger scene 
and the manager 
of  the store as a 
Joseph figure who 
takes care of  a 
young homeless 
woman about to 
deliver a child on 
Christmas Eve.

Now you are ready to experi-
ence the lovely seasonal story, 
“A Fool for Christmas,” by North 
Carolina’s celebrated author Allan 
Gurganus.

Gurganus, a Rocky Mount native 
now living in Hillsborough, burst 
on to the national scene in 1989 with 
the publication of  his debut novel, 
“Oldest Living Confederate Widow 
Tells All.” It sold over four million 
copies and has become an American 
classic. Set in the 1980s, the 99-year-
old Lucy Marsden, who was married 
when she was 15 to the then 50-year-
old Colonel William Marsden, tells 
the story of  her marriage to the 
Confederate veteran, his wartime 
experiences, and the entertaining 
and poignant routine of  her daily 
life.

Gurganus usually writes slow-
ly and methodically, but what he 
writes is worth the wait. His latest 
book of  three novellas, “Local 
Souls,” took readers back to Lucy 
Marsden’s Falls, the small fictional 
eastern North Carolina town that 
Gurganus keeps alive with his 
writing.

Sometime soon, Gurganus prom-
ises, he will end his decades-long 
work on “An Erotic History of  a 
Southern Baptist Church,” which I 
bet will teach us more about life in 
Falls.

Meanwhile, every Christmas 
season he shares “A Fool for 
Christmas,” at a reading hosted by 
a favorite bookstore, the Regulator 
Bookshop in Durham. This year the 
store was packed as Gurganus, an 
actor at heart, brought the crowd to 
tears. As he reads he takes on the 
character of  Vernon Ricketts, the 
pet store manager who is the lead 
character and narrator. Vernon is 
a fool for Christmas who cannot 
resist a call to take care of  a home-
less teenager in the mall, keep her 
warm, and help her hide from the 
security officer, who is dedicated to 
getting such undesirables out of  the 
mall.

Where did “A Fool for Christmas” 
come from?  How did Gurganus 
come to write this story that draws 
on the Biblical account of  Christ’s 
birth and draws out the same sort of  
deep feelings?

In 2004 NPR’s All Things Consid-
ered commissioned Gurganus to 
write a short seasonal story to read 
on All Things Considered. He says 
he wrote the story in just two weeks, 
overcoming his usual slow and 
deliberate writing style. Beginning 
with the kind pet store manager 
and thinking about the pregnant 
lost girl, he worked to develop those 
characters. As the characters came 
into focus, the story followed.

NPR aired Gurganus’s reading 
of  the story on Christmas Eve, and 
it has remained posted on NPR’s 

website ever since. You can listen to 
the original recording at the fol-
lowing link: https://www.npr.org/
templates/story/story.php?story-
Id=4244370

Gurganus changes the story a bit 
every year. He makes adjustments 
to take account of  technological 
developments, closed restaurants, 
and other changes in a typical mall. 
He may change a word or two. But 
the essential story stays the same, a 
manger birth story that reminds us 
of  the humble circumstances of  the 
first Christmas.

It is one that can bring tears the 
same way Charles Dickens’ “A 
Christmas Carol” sometimes does.

Interestingly, “A Fool for Christ-
mas” had never been published in 
a printed edition. This year, howev-
er, that changed. For the first time, 
the Regulator offered a printed 
edition of  the story published by 
Durham’s Horse and Buggy Press 
with the cooperation of  Duke 
University, the repository for 
Gurganus’s papers. Gurganus, also 
an artist, illustrated the new book. 
Priced at $12, it sold out quickly. 
But Horse and Buggy Press prom-
ises to have more copies available 
to local bookstores in time for 
Christmas.

If  you, like me, think this little 
book could be a treasure, give your 
local bookstore a call, or reach the 
Regulator at 919-286-2700.

D.G. Martin hosts “North Carolina 
Bookwatch” at 11 a.m. Sundays and 
5 p.m. Tuesdays on UNC-TV. The 
program also airs on the North Caro-
lina Channel at 8 p.m. Tuesdays and 
other times.

Loneliness kills, love builds
John the Baptist was not 

the guy you wanted at your 
Christmas party. You would 
have smelled him coming, his 
camel fur reeking of  sweat and 
desert funk. Then he would 
have put his dirty hands in the 
appetizers, searching in vain 
for locusts drizzled with honey.

Worst of  all, John only talked 
politics. He hollered until he 
was red in the face and had 
flecks of  spittle in his unruly 
beard! 

At such a time in our coun-
try, do we really need such a 
divisive figure? The hostility 
that our political parties have 
toward each other has spread to 
the shopping mall, the gym, the 
dinner table, and our communi-

ties of  faith. The impeachment 
hearings have further polarized 
our country. And we are head-
ing into an election year that 
promises to be hostile.

Still, every year John the 
Baptist shows up in Advent. He 
was the voice crying in the wil-
derness, “Prepare ye the way of  
the Lord!” And here’s the thing 
— people listened. The Gospel 
of  Matthew tells us that people 
came to John from Jerusalem 
and all Judea, all the villages 
around the River Jordan (Matt 
3:5). What was the allure?

John the Baptist preached 
a message that could be taken 
to heart by people of  different 
backgrounds, cultures, even 
faiths. He preached that we 

must “bear fruit worthy of  
repentance” (Matt 3:8). It’s not 
just what we say or believe, but 
what we do and how we act. 
Even more than his question-
able hygiene and starvation 
diet, John’s practice-what-you-
preach message should make 
us uncomfortable...

But it is exactly what we 
need, for it would bring us 
together despite our differences 
that we might build communi-
ty.

The lack of  community is the 
source of  our political gridlock 
and partisan rancor. I know 
social networking is supposed 
to connect us across cultures 
and countries. How can I be 
lonely if  I have 1,509 Facebook 

friends and counting? In fact, 
survey after survey shows that 
adults and children alike are 
plagued by loneliness. Loneli-
ness is not only harmful to our 
democracy...

Recent studies have proved 
that loneliness is actually more 
harmful to our health than 
smoking cigarettes. In Gaelic, 
the adjective “lonely” comes 
from the same root as the word 
for “grave.” The Irish intuited 
what science has proven — 
loneliness kills.

Long ago, people flocked to 
the River Jordan because they 
wanted to come alive again. 
It’s not just they wanted to 
be a part of  the crowd. They 
wanted to be a part of  a loving 

community. Martin Luther 
King Jr. claimed that, if  we 
want to establish such beloved 
community, “this will require a 
qualitative change in our souls, 
as well as a quantitative change 
in our lives.” That is the fruit 
worthy of  repentance.

So, I return to that idea of  
the Christmas party — who I 
have not invited to my house? 
The work of  creating beloved 
communities starts now and 
begins with each of  us. Loneli-
ness kills. Love builds.

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is 
the poet pastor of  Chapel in the 
Pines Presbyterian Church and 
the author of  the book Gently 
Between the Words.

Institute 
founder was 

a pioneer
Walter de Vries passed away in Wrightsville 

Beach on Nov. 27, shortly after his 90th birthday. 
His legacy includes an accom-
plished career in politics and 
academia, venerable institu-
tions, and countless, heartbro-
ken friends in North Carolina 
and beyond.

A son of  Dutch immigrants, 
Walt was a pioneer. His 1972 
book “The Ticket-Splitter: 
A New Force in American 
Politics,” co-authored with 
Lance Tarrance, became an 
instant and revelatory classic. 
He helped found the Ameri-

can Association of  Political Consultants. After 
relocating to North Carolina in the early 1970s, 
Walt taught generations of  students and future 
leaders at Duke University, the University of  
North Carolina at Wilmington, and the organiza-
tion he created and led for many years, the N.C. 
Institute of  Political Leadership.

I first encountered Walt more than two 
decades ago, when he asked me to join the 
IOPL faculty, along with my frequent sparring 
partner Chris Fitzsimon. One of  the fellowship’s 
most-popular sessions was “The Conservative 
Mind and the Liberal Mind,” a discussion about 
the sources of  political difference and how lead-
ers can learn to navigate it.

The presenters had been longtime state Sen. 
Hamilton Horton of  Winston-Salem and long-
time activist Rev. W.W. Finlator of  Raleigh. Ac-
cepting the baton from these two North Carolina 
legends was intimidating, to say the least. But 
with his characteristic encouragement and wit, 
Walt made us feel right at home.

My involvement with IOPL deepened a few 
years ago when I joined the board of  directors, 
where I currently serve as chairman. Then 
retired, Walt was the opposite of  retiring. He and 
I talked regularly over the phone about IOPL, 
personal matters, and the latest political news. 
Even more regularly, Walt visited my Facebook 
page to comment on my newspaper columns and 
posts.

His comments were usually critical. Walt and I 
had strong disagreements. While he once worked 
for Republican politician George Romney (Mitt’s 
dad), Walt was by no means a conservative. If  
all you knew about our relationship came from 
one of  our spirited online debates, you’d wonder 
why either bothered to argue with someone so 
obviously “the enemy.”

That was the kind of  thinking that Walt spent 
his life seeking to dispel. The realm of  politics 
exists precisely because humans are inherently 
varied in our views and interests but also face 
some inescapable “collective action” problems 
— situations in which we cannot just go our 
separate ways or make voluntary deals and must 
instead produce and live under policies mandat-
ed by governments.

Walt thought there were many such collec-
tive-action problems requiring government 
intervention. I think the real number is far 
smaller. Still, as we debated, we shared a com-
mon language. We both understood that the 
gap between conservatives and progressives 
is at its root a conceptual one, a disagreement 
about the implications and malleability of  
human nature — or, indeed, even of  its very 
existence.

As our debates continued over the years, Walt 
was simultaneously lavish in his public praise 
and unfailingly kind. He complemented pieces I 
wrote. I reciprocated when I saw one of  the guest 
columns he continued to churn out until shortly 
before his passing. When he learned I was going 
to teach a graduate seminar on conservatism at 
Duke, his old stomping grounds, Walt asked for 
the syllabus, made suggestions, and talked up 
enrollment.

Walt was a class act. He could also be cantan-
kerous, even bull-headed. Couldn’t we say the 
same about other pioneers?

Two years ago, we created the Walt de Vries 
Fellows Fund at IOPL to help sustain the sig-
nature program of  our friend’s life of  public 
service. You can find more information about it 
online at the institute’s website (iopl.org).

Supporting it would be one way to honor 
Walt’s legacy. Here’s another one. You know 
those friends or relatives of  yours whose po-
litical views you abhor? Complement them for 
their passion. Then, by all means, argue — but 
without bickering or bitterness. Do your part in 
leading us out of  our current political thicket. 
Walt de Vries has already blazed the trail for 
you.

Dear Santa: Here’s what’s on our 
Christmas wish list

North Carolina’s unem-
ployment rate has dropped 

from 
the 10.9 
percent 
2010 high 
we expe-
rienced 
follow-
ing The 
Great 
Reces-
sion to 
4.0 per-
cent in 
October. 

But that’s not uniform 
across the state. The low 
was Asheville’s 2.8 percent 
and the highs were Fay-
etteville’s 4.8 and Rocky 
Mount’s 4.9 percent. 

Perhaps a more signifi-
cant number is what these 
workers earn. The Brook-
ings Institute published 
a report in November 
showing that 53 million 
workers between the ages 
of  18 to 64 — approxi-
mately 44 percent of  the 
workforce — are working 
in low wage jobs. In our 
state Jacksonville reports 
61 percent work in low 
wage jobs, Fayetteville has 
52.9 percent, Goldsboro is 
53.1 percent, Rocky Mount 
has 49.4 percent and New 
Bern is 47.4 percent. More 

urban areas like Raleigh 
have 38 percent, while 
Charlotte-Concord-Gas-
tonia is 41.7 percent and 
Winston-Salem reports 44 
percent. Brookings further 
states median hourly 
wages of  these low-wage 
workers is $10.22, with 
median annual earnings 
of  $17,950. 

A deeper dive into the 
statistics reveals low wage 
earners are dispropor-
tionately female; Black 
and Latino/Hispanic 
workers have rates higher 
than their percentage in 
the workforce. Nearly 40 
percent are ages 25-54, 
with a high school diploma 
or less. Their jobs are in 
retail sales, food service, 
janitorial and personal 
care sectors.

I’ve given you more sta-
tistics than you want, but 
several points are notable. 
The most obvious is that 
low-wage workers need 
to earn more money. Is 
this the justification many 
claim for raising the mini-
mum wage? Probably, but 
I’m not ready to jump on 
the $15 per hour bandwag-
on. Anything that raises 
business costs is generally 
accompanied by customer 
price increases. Since we 

haven’t had minimum 
wage increases in some 
time a jump to maybe as 
high as $12 seems reason-
able. 

A corollary debate is 
that workers must make 
themselves more valuable 
to employers, and the 
pathway to added value 
dictates that more than a 
high school education is 
necessary. We must pro-
vide more skills training. 
Instead of  cutting funding 
for the highly successful 
early college high schools, 
where students get both 
their high school de-
gree plus college credits 
toward an AA degree, 
we need to increase that 
funding. These students 
score better than the aver-
age on test scores and will 
bring an estimated $92 
million in increased life-
time benefits to society. 
And the state could redi-
rect some of  the corporate 
recruitment tax breaks to 
begin a program where 
we supplement paid in-
ternships, increasing that 
supplement if  the student 
is hired full time.

And this discussion 
cannot conclude with-
out talking about the 
great need for affordable 

housing, especially in 
urban areas. The rising 
economy has escalated 
land costs to a point 
where increased rents 
make low-income wage 
earners seek housing 30 
minutes or more away 
from their workplace. 
The average cost to rent a 
two-bedroom apartment 
in our state is now $909 
a month. In Raleigh it is 
$1,284 and in Charlotte 
it’s $1,560. Do the math. 
If  you make $10 per hour 
your monthly income is 
$1,734 per month. Afford-
able housing is defined as 
no more than 30 percent 
of  a person’s or family’s 
income. At that income 
you could afford $520 per 
month, so it would take 
two wage earners just to 
pay the average.

The bottom line is that 
we need both wage in-
creases and more afford-
able housing. Dear Santa, 
these are on our Christ-
mas wish list.

Tom Campbell is former 
assistant North Carolina 
State Treasurer and is 
creator/host of  NC SPIN, a 
weekly statewide television 
discussion of  N.C. issues 
that airs on UNC-TV.
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the state. A quick real es-
tate search for Governor’s 
Club properties reveals 
some homes are valued in 
the high $2 million range. 
A $38,000 fee buys access 
to a 27-hole golf  course, 
tennis courts, pools and 
members-only events. 

Throughout the more-
than-700 square miles 
that make up central 
North Carolina, educa-
tional achievement and 
success look vastly differ-
ent, and according to the 
data, Eastern Chatham is 
more advantaged.

In a report from the 
Economic Policy Institute 
that ranked the nation’s 
3,061 counties by an 
indicator of  economic 
inequality, Chatham 
came in at 581 from the 
top. Simply tracing a 
finger along N.C. Hwy 87. 
N/U.S. Hwy. 501 on a map, 
according to Chatham of-
ficials in the 2018 annual 
community assessment, 
reveals several “statisti-
cally significant differenc-
es” between the eastern 
and western halves of  
the county. In issues like 
internet access, in-home 
safety features like smoke 
detectors and levels of  
home ownership, the east 
rises above the west. And, 
of  the community assess-
ment survey participants 
who said they had trouble 
accessing healthcare, 
almost 50 percent of  West-
ern Chathamites reported 
cost as a factor. Only 17.7 
percent of  residents on 
the east side reported the 
same thing. 

School testing data 
from the state’s Depart-
ment of  Public Instruc-
tion, pulled specifically 
from the state biology 
end-of-course (EOC) test 
for the 2018-2019 school 
year, tells the story of  
Chatham’s inequality 
as evidenced on school 
grounds. Percent grade 
level proficiency rates 
show how the schools 
stacked up, from the low-
est rate of  42.5 percent, at 
Jordan-Matthews High 
School, to 85.7 percent, at 
Chatham Charter High. 

To understand that 
ranking a little better, 
here are all six Chatham 
County high schools from 
east to west: 

• Northwood High 
School, noted by the 
yellow bar in the graphic 
accompanying this story, 
is located in the northeast 
corner of  the county, in 

Pittsboro. A total of  652 
students took the Biology 
EOC test there. 

• Chatham Central 
High School, the red bar, 
is a bit farther west, in 
Bear Creek. Out of  the 
non-charter public schools 
in the county, it had the 
smallest pool of  Biology 
EOC test-takers: 246. 

• Jordan-Matthews 
High School, the blue 
bar, is situated in Siler 
City. Compared to the 
rest of  the reporting high 
schools, it demonstrates 
the smallest portion of  
test-takers who achieved 
grade-level proficiency in 
the N.C. Biology EOC test. 
A total of  456 students 
took the Biology EOC 
exam at J.M. High. 

• Chatham Charter High 
School is just northwest 
of  J.M. High, represented 
by the purple bar. Out of  
the 98 students who took 
Biology EOC, 85.7 percent 
met the proficiency bench-
mark. Chatham Charter 
and J-M are only separat-
ed by a nine-minute drive, 
but the percentage change 
is drastic. 

Two schools are not 
included on the graph 
above: 

• Woods Charter High 
School is located in the 
Northeast corner of  the 
county near the Briar 
Chapel Housing Develop-
ment. Though 45 students 
took the Biology EOC, the 
DPI data didn’t include 
a number for grade level 
percent proficiency, so 
it doesn’t appear on the 
graph above. The school 
report card for Woods 
Charter notes a grade 
level proficiency score 
above 90 percent for the 
Biology EOC. 

• The newly minted 
Chatham School of  Sci-
ence and Engineering has 
no publicly available test 
scores thus far. CSSE is 
an early college program 
in Siler City that only ad-
mits 35 students per year. 

Both economic and 
demographic variances 
mark the divide in wide-
spread Chatham County. 
The student population of  
J-M is 51 percent Hispanic 
and only 29 percent white, 
an anomaly among the 
county’s high schools. 
While proficiency rates are 
lower in general at J-M on 
the Biology EOC, it boasts 
higher success for English 
Learning Students (ELS) 
in those same test scores 
than the predominantly 
white Northwood High. 
Out of the 17 reported 

ELS students taking the 
test at Northwood High, 
the school reported that 
no ELS students reached 
grade level proficiency in 
their scores. Predominant-
ly white Northwood High 
and J-M are the only two 
schools who reported that 
any ELS students took the 
test. 

Jordan-Matthews ju-
nior Kevin Manzanarez is 
not an English Learning 
Student. In fact, his A.P. 
Spanish course is one of  
his most stressful classes. 
But he, like Edward, has 
held a part-time job. Some 
of  his shifts at a local Mc-
Donald’s last school year 
ended at 1 in the morning. 

“And so I’d come home 
pretty late, around 2 
a.m.,” he says. “Do my 
work and then go to sleep 
until 4. Wake up around 6 
and go to school.”

He says late nights 
affect his performance in 
coursework. 

“I get super drowsy 
by the second block and 
I just can’t stay awake,” 
Manzanarez says. “And 
so I just kind of  like deal 
with it and because of  
that I pay less attention 
in class and I don’t learn 
anything. And when I’m 
at home, I’m supposed to 
know what we did. Just 
like, my mind goes blank 
and I can’t really think. 
And I just don’t do the 
homework and just go to 
sleep. The next day they 
graded it and I got a zero 
because of  it. Same goes 
on and on every day.” 

Paul Cuadros is a 
professor of journalism 
at UNC-Chapel Hill and 
longtime coach of a former 
championship-winning 
soccer team at J-M. At a 
forum on inequality in the 
county, he said that people 
in Western Chatham coun-
ty feel “neglected” and as 
if  they lack “a voice.”

“If  you want to see 
where that inequality is, 
all you have to do is visit 
some of  these neighbor-
hoods,” he said at a recent 
Chatham socioeconomic 
inequality forum. “It 
starts with the mobile 
home parks.”

In a county right at 
the heart of  the state lies 
a clear pattern of  eco-
nomic and educational 
inequality. Test score 
performance, especially, 
shows clear disparity in 
academic prowess — and, 
thus, college and career 
readiness — between 
Chatham’s high schools. 
But that’s not stopping 

Edward. He’s still hard at 
work. 

“This is a student who 
smiles through it all,” 
Grayson says. “He’s 

resilient and strong and 
smiles through it all.”

Adrianne Cleven is a 
senior at UNC-Chapel Hill 

and a reporter with the 
Our Chatham project of  
the Reese News Labs at the 
UNC Hussman School of  
Journalism and Media.
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DIVIDE: ‘He’s resilient and strong and smiles through it all’
Continued from page A1

BAKING WITH LOVE 
MAKES IT DELICIOUS

We ship cinnamon 
rolls nationwide!  

35 W. CHATHAM ST., PITTSBORO, NC
(252) 305-9227

WILLYSROLLS@GMAIL.COM

HANDMADE CINNAMON ROLLS, 
MUFFINS, SCONES, BREAD, 

DESSERTS AND MORE!

CALL US FOR 
SPECIAL ORDERS!

Michael’s Breads
new york style bagels 

baked fresh daily
artisan breads by order

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
WILLIAM MYRLE SMITH 
AND JOYCE FAULKNER SMITH  
William Myrle Smith and Joyce 

Faulkner Smith of Silk Hope 

will celebrate their 50th wedding 

anniversary on Saturday, December 

21. They were married in Durham, 

NC on December 21, 1969. Myrle was 

born and raised in Carrboro and Joyce 

was born and raised in Durham. They 

have two children. Jennifer D. Scott, 

an attorney with Shipman and Wright 

based in Wilmington/Raleigh resides in 

Pittsboro and Jeffrey Smith, a Regional 

Manager for Stryker Navigation, 

resides in Glen Allen, Virginia. They 

have nine grandchildren.

Myrle and Joyce met just after both had 

graduated high school, he from Chapel 

Hill High School and she from Southern High School. Because both came 

from simple means, college was not in the plans so they saw no reason to wait 

to marry. But, being highly motivated individuals, Myrle began night classes 

and earned an Associates Degree in Fire Science and went on to obtain a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice. Myrle was employed by the Chapel 

Hill Fire Department just weeks after their marriage, and worked his way up 

to become the Deputy Fire Chief and retired at that rank in 1999. He was the 

first Chapel Hill Fire Department officer to be accepted into the prestigious 
Executive Fire Officers Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland. 
Being equally motivated, Joyce, already employed by the Town Clerk’s Office 
with the Town of Chapel Hill, entered the Municipal Government program at 

UNC-Chapel Hill and began the process of becoming a Certified Municipal 
Clerk, eventually acquiring the Master Municipal Clerk designation. She 

subsequently earned the position of Town Clerk and retired from that post 

in 2004.

The couple moved to Chatham County in 2008 after building a home adjacent 

to their daughter and grandchildren in Silk Hope. Myrle’s father was raised in 

Silk Hope and they have enjoyed putting down new roots in the community.

Myrle operates Smith Landscape Group and Joyce owns and manages 

Triangle Fitness in Siler City. The pair agree that’s its critical to stay active 

and involved in your work and where you live. They love to vacation in 

Cancun and Mexico and usually go twice a year to relax and re-group.

When asked how they have managed to stay married for 50 years, Joyce 

replied that “the key is negotiation and compromise”. Myrle’s response was 

simple “always reply, yes dear”.

call (919) 663-3232 or go to 
chathamnewsrecord.com/subscribe/

ONE YEAR FOR ONLY
$45 in county / $50 outside county

Worth knowing.
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Northwood students represent 
district in Carnegie Hall

CN+R STAFF REPORT

PITTSBORO — North-
wood High School stu-
dents continue to make 
artistic statement after 
artistic statement, hitting 
their marks locally and 
leaving a collective foot-
print at one of  the nation’s 
iconic performance halls. 

In late November, 
Northwood singers lifted 
their voices inside New 
York’s Carnegie Hall 
during the Distinguished 
Concerts Internation-
al New York (DCINY) 
Concert Series. They 
combined with singers 
from around the world to 
form the Distinguished 
Concerts Singers Interna-
tional, a choir of  distinc-
tion. Grammy-winning 
composer and conductor 
Eric Whitacre led the per-
formance of  “The Holiday 
Music of  Eric Whitacre.” 
His concert music has 
been performed through-
out the world by millions 
of  amateur and profes-
sional musicians.

“The Northwood High 
School choirs received 

this invitation because of  
the quality and high level 
of  musicianship demon-
strated by the singers as 
well as their stellar pre-
vious appearance on the 
DCINY concert series,” 
DCINY artistic director 
and principal conductor 
Jonathan Griffith said. “It 
is quite an honor just to 
be invited to perform in 
New York. These wonder-
ful musicians not only 
represent a high quality 
of  music and education 
but they also become am-
bassadors for the entire 
community. This is an 
event of  extreme pride for 
everybody and deserving 
of  the community’s recog-
nition and support.”

That praise is a nod 
toward the instruction 
Northwood’s singers are 
receiving from North-
wood arts educator 
Matthew Hanson. They 
spent five days and four 
nights in New York City, 
and roughly nine to 10 
hours of  that was devot-
ed to rehearsing for the 
concert.

The thriving arts at 

Northwood is a window 
to what’s happening 
throughout Chatham 
County Schools (CCS), 
which received a Best 
Communities for Music 
Education designation 
from The NAMM Foun-
dation, a nonprofit entity 
supported in part by the 
National Association of  
Music Merchants. The 
foundation advances 
active participation in 
music making across the 
lifespan by supporting 
scientific research, phil-
anthropic giving and pub-
lic-service programs. The 
Best Communities for 
Music Education designa-
tion is awarded to school 
districts demonstrating 
outstanding achievement 
in efforts to provide mu-
sic access and education 
to all students.

In early November, 
Northwood’s actors and 
actresses were honored 
during the 2019 North 
Carolina Theatre Con-
ference High School Play 
Festival in Union Pines. 
Northwood educators 
Abby Sabiston and Kayla 

Sharp presented “The 
Crucible” during the fes-
tival, where Northwood 
student Oliver Poteete 
earned the Barbizon Out-
standing Achievement 
in Design & Production, 
while Northwood student 
Alyssa Krasovich was sin-
gled out for outstanding 

achievement in acting.  
Northwood educator 

Leslie Burwell, who 
teaches visual arts, is 
the chairperson of  the 
school’s arts department. 
Meagan Shirlen teaches 
art and photography at 
Northwood. Jason Free-
man leads the band there. 

Kristen Oakes and R. 
Danielle Cohen are dance 
instructors at North-
wood. Gina Harrison is 
president of  the North-
wood High School Arts 
Education Foundation. 
Sharon Allen is the lead 
arts teacher for the entire 
school system.

Submitted photo

These Northwood High School singers gathered for this photo during their 
trip to New York for the Distinguished Concerts International New York 
Concert Series.

9 fun facts about Christmas and holiday shopping
So it’s Christmas time, 

which means there’s a lot 
of  busi-
ness and 
econ-
omy 
things 
we 
could 
talk 
about. 
But 
we’re 
going to 
focus on 

shopping.
Here’s nine fun facts 

about Christmas shopping, 
money spent on Christmas 
presents and more. Some 
of these are North Caro-
lina-based and some are 
nationwide, and some are 
a little off-the-wall. Maybe 
you can sling them around 
and look smart in front of  
your family around the 
dinner table.

Merry Christmas!

Consumer spending 
per household is 
expected to drop this 
year, slightly

Deloitte says consumers 
are planning to spend 
an average of  $1,496 per 
household on Christmas 
gifts this year, a drop from 
the $1,536 planned in 2018. 
Perhaps that’s because, as 
the company states, fewer 
than 40 percent of  shop-
pers expect the economy 
to improve next year, a 
13 percent drop from last 
year.

“Consumer confi-
dence and their personal 
financial situation are 
important determinants 
heading into the holiday 
season,” the report stated. 
“While consumers are 
still expecting to spend, 
there are signals of  un-
certainty.”

Hang an ornament: 
25-30 million real 
Christmas trees are sold 
in the U.S. every year

The National Christ-
mas Tree Association 
says there are close to 350 
million real trees across 
the country right now, 
grown in all 50 states. 

The NCTA also says that 
there are close to 15,000 
farms and 350,000 acres 
dedicated to Christmas 
tree-growing.

Running out of ideas? 
Try gift cards

The NRF also stated 
that 59 percent of  shop-
pers said they’d like to 
receive gift cards, with 
women preferring them 
at a 67 percent rate and 
men at a 50 percent rate. 
The next most popular 
was clothing/accessories 
at 52 percent, books and 
other media at 35 percent 
and electronics at 29 per-
cent. For the most part, 
gift givers are obliging. 
Fifty-eight percent said 
they were purchasing 
clothing, followed by gift 
cards for 54 percent and 
39 percent for toys.

Internet shopping 
growing and growing 
and growing

Solid numbers are hard 
to come by, but according 

to the NRF, online and 
non-store sales are pro-
jected to reach somewhere 
between $162.6-$166.9 
billion, an 11-14 percent 
increase from 2018. 

Seasonal debt taken 
on by 20 percent of 
shoppers

According to LendEDU, 
20 percent of  consumers 
anticipate taking on some 
debt, whether that be 
credit card debt, personal 
loans or another form of  
debt, because of  Christ-
mas shopping — at an av-
erage of  $720 per person. 
That’s compared to 76 
percent who said no. 

Thanksgiving 
weekend shopping 
still popular

One more stat from 
the NRF: An estimated 
189.6 million consumers 
shopped between Thanks-
giving Day and Cyber 
Monday, an average of  
almost 38 million people 
per day. Ninety-five per-

cent used the weekend to 
buy holiday gifts or other 
holiday-related items, 
spending a per-person 
average of  $361.90.

Most shoppers are 
already done, but not all

According to the Na-
tional Retail Federation, 
39 percent of  shoppers 
started their holiday 
gift-searching before 
November, almost half  of  
those in September or be-
fore. An additional three 
percent say they buy their 
gifts in the last two weeks 
of  December. 

Animals adored: 1 in 
3 North Carolina pet 
owners spend more 
on pets than partners

According to Innovet 
Pet, a pet product com-
pany, one-third of  pet 
owners across the Old 
North State will spend 
more on their pets than 
their significant others 
or spouses. The survey 
interviewed 2,500 pet own-

ers across the state and 
also found that 37 percent 
of  those polled dress 
their animals in Christ-
mas-themed clothing and 
29 percent say they signed 
their Christmas cards 
with their pets’ names. 

Spending on flowers 
is tops at Christmas, 
not Valentine’s Day

According to the 2016 
IPSOS Floral Tracking 
Study, 29 percent of  mon-
ey spent on flowers at hol-
idays is for Christmas and 
Hanukkah, compared to 
28 percent for Valentine’s 
Day and 24 percent for 
Mother’s Day. Surprised? 
I was too. Valentine’s 
Day still ranks top at 30 
percent for the number of  
flower purchases.

Reporter Zachary Horner 
can be reached at zhorn-
er@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @ZachHorn-
erCNR, where he’ll tell you 
Merry Christmas if  you 
follow him. It would be a 
great Christmas present.

CHRISTMAS BUSINESS ROUNDUP

ZACHARY 
HORNER
Corner Store

NEWS BRIEF
United Way 

funding 
application 
workshop

PITTSBORO — United 
Way of  Chatham County 
will host a funding appli-
cation workshop from 10 
a.m. to noon on Wednes-
day, Jan. 15, in Hall C of  
the Chatham County Ag-
riculture and Conference 
Center in Pittsboro. 

All nonprofits provid-
ing human services to 
Chatham residents are 
invited to attend.  

The workshop will 
cover the components of  
the application process, 
timeline, funding applica-
tion and the criteria that 
will be used to evaluate 
proposals. Attendance is 
required to be eligible to 
apply for funding.  

Agency representatives 
are asked to sign up for 
the workshop no later 
than Jan. 13 by phone at 
(919) 542-1110 or email at 
Dina@UnitedWayofCha-
thamCounty.org. Emailed 
RSVP’s must include 
the name and title of  the 
agency representative 
who will attend, along 
with their email address 
and phone number.

The United Way Board 
of  Directors has worked 
for the last several years 
to restructure its grant 
process. Based on the 
results of  the Chatham 
County Community 
Assessment conducted 
by the Chatham Health 
Alliance, the new fund-
ing process will empha-
size performance and 
outcomes in UWCC’s 
three priority areas 
of  Financial Stability, 
Education and Health. 
Applicants will be asked 
to describe how their 
programs will assist 
United Way in achieving 
its goals and objectives 
to maximize the impact 
on Chatham’s most criti-
cal needs.

A complete list of  
eligibility requirements 
is available on the United 
Way of  Chatham County 
website at www.United-
WayofChathamCounty.
org by selecting “Funding 
Process” at the top right 
of  the homepage.  The 
online application will 
be accessible beginning 
Wednesday, January 15, 
2020. Applications must 
be submitted by Friday, 
February 28, 2020.  Con-
tact the United Way office 
with any questions.
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chathamhomesrealty.com



OBITUARIES

JAMES STEVEN “STEVE” 
WOODY

James Steven “Steve” Woody, 
64, of  Siler City, passed away 
Wednesday, December 11, 2019 
at his home.

The funeral was held at 2 p.m. 
Saturday, December 14, 2019 at 
Pleasant Hill United Methodist 
Church with Rev. Ray Gooch 
officiating. Burial followed in 
the church cemetery. 

Mr. Woody was born in 
Chatham County on July 21, 
1955, the son of  George and 
Doris Mae (Williams) Woody. 
Steve was a land surveyor 
for Van R. Finch of  Pitts-
boro and he attended Pleas-
ant Hill United Methodist 
Church. He was preceded in 
death by his parents; broth-
ers, George, Paul and Daryl 
Woody.

He is survived by his wife 
of  25 years, Christy Allison 
Woody; daughter, Leandra 
Woody Larson of  Siler City; 
sister, Vickie Keck and 
brother, Larry Woody, both 
of  Pittsboro; and two grand-
sons.

Memorials may be made to 
Pleasant Hill United Methodist 
Church Cemetery Fund, P O 
Box 785, Pittsboro, NC 27312.

Online condolences may be 
made at www.pughfuneral-
home.com .

JUDITH CAMERON 
HOCUTT

Judith Cameron Hocutt, 77, 
of  Sanford, passed away on 
Monday, December 16, 2019 at 
SECU Jim and Betsy Bryan 
Hospice Home in Pittsboro.

A graveside service will be 
held at 1 p.m. on Thursday, 
December 19, 2019 at Barbecue 
Presbyterian Church Ceme-
tery.

Judi was born in Lee County 
to the late Velma Cameron and 
Nancy Pardue Cameron. She 
attended East Carolina College 
and received a Bachelor of  Arts 
from Campbell University.

Judi is survived by her 
husband, Jerry; daughter, Kim 
Harris of  Rock Hill, SC; and 
one granddaughter.

Arrangements by Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home. 

Condolences may be made at: 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com .

PRESTON D. PARKER 
Preston D. Parker, 80, of  

New Hill, passed away on 
Tuesday, December 10, 2019 at 
Transitions Hospice Care in 
Raleigh.

Memorial services were held 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Decem-
ber 14, 2019 at the New Elam 
Christian Church with Rev. Ed 
Earp officiating. Internment 
followed in the church ceme-
tery.

Mr. Parker was born in John-
ston County, son of  the late 
Atlas and Lola Mae Tart Park-
er. He was preceded in death 
by his parents and his sister, 
Linda Parker Lee. Preston was 
a graduate of  Moncure High 
School. He was a Veteran of  the 
United States Army and retired 
from CSX Railroad with over 30 
years of  service.  

Surviving is his wife, Patsy 
Reid Parker of  the home; chil-
dren, Rob Parker of  Royers-
ford, PA., Stephanie Stegall 
of  Apex, and Frank Stegall 
of  Warrenton; sisters, Hilda 
Nelson of  Sophia, Joyce Smith 
of  Broadway, Sue Diggs of  New 
Hill, Anne Sears of  Sanford; 
brothers, Mack Parker, Tim 
Parker, and Kent Parker, all 
of  New Hill, Gordon Parker 
of  Moncure; and four grand-
children, Katie Parker, Colin 
Parker, Lukas Locklear and 
Evan Locklear. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family 
request memorials be made to 
New Elam Christian Church, 
3290 Pea Ridge Road, New Hill, 
NC 27562; Transitions Hospice 
or to a charity of  one’s choice.

Online condolences may be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com .

JOANNA (MOORE) LEACH
Mrs. Joanna M. Leach, 104, 

of  Pittsboro, passed on Wednes-
day, December 11, 2019 at her 
residence.

Arrangements By: Knotts 
Funeral Home, Pittsboro.

IONA S. SCANLAN
Iona S. Scanlan, 94, of  Chapel 

Hill, passed on Tuesday, De-
cember 10, 2019. 

Arrangements by: Crema-
tion Society of  the Carolinas in 
Raleigh.

www.CremationSocietyNC.
com 

CORINNE BARLOW
Corinne Barlow, 71, of  

Chapel Hill, died Tuesday, 
December 10, 2019 at UNC 
Hospital. 

A memorial service will be 
held Saturday, December 21, 
2019 at 11 a.m. at Christ United 
Methodist Church with Pastor 
Ben Williams presiding.

Corinne was born in New 
York, NY, on February 29, 1948 
to the late Thomas Harold 
Casey and Valeria Ullmann 
Casey. 

Surviving relatives include 
her husband Robert Barlow; 
son, Jeffrey Robert Barlow 
of  Tempe, Arizona; daughter, 
Kerry Barlow Herbosa of  
New Zealand; and one grand-
son.

In lieu of  flowers the 

family asks that memorial 
contributions to be made in 
Corinne’s memory to Christ 
United Methodist Church, 
General Memorial Fund, 800 
Market Street, Chapel Hill, 
NC 27516.

Condolences may be made at 
www.donaldsonfunerals.com .

Donaldson Funeral Home & 
Cremation is honored to serve 
the Barlow family. 

INEZ JUANITA OLDHAM 
HOLT

Inez Juanita Oldham Holt, 
95, of  Sanford, passed away on 
Thursday, December 12, 2019 at 
Sanford Health and Rehabili-
tation.

The funeral service was held 
at 2:30 p.m. Monday, December 
16, 2019 at Pocket Presbyterian 
Church with Rev. Chad Neal 
officiating. Burial followed in 
the church cemetery.

She was born on July 16, 
1924 in Lee County to the late 
Dewey and Nottie Hilliard 
Oldham. In addition to her 
parents, she was preceded in 
death by her husband, Leonard 
Holt; sons, Jerry Mack Holt, 
Toddy Oldham and grandson, 
Shawn McNeill.

Survivors include sons, 
Richard Holt, Tony Holt and 
Michael R. Holt, all of  Sanford; 
daughter, Darlene Holt McNeill 
of  Sanford; sister, Peggy Old-
ham of  Sanford; ten grandchil-
dren and eleven great-grand-
children.

Condolences may be made at: 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com . 

MARGIE ANN DEAN BOYD 
Margie Ann Dean Boyd, 74, of  

Bear Creek, passed away on 
Friday, December 13, 2019.

The funeral was held on 
Tuesday, December 17, 2019 at 
2 p.m. at Red Hill Missionary 
Baptist Church with Pastor 
Phillip Nelson officiating. 
Burial followed in the church 
cemetery.

Margie was born in Moore 
County to the late Vance and 
Hazel Beatrice Weathers 
Dean. She was a member of  
Red Hill Missionary Baptist 
Church.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Donald; children, Kelley 
Patterson of  Goldston, Ray 
Tillman of  Sanford, Amanda 
Clack of  Sanford, Cindy Jeffries 
of  Bear Creek; siblings, Mary 
Mason of  Spring Lake, James 
Dean of  Sanford, Harbert Dean 
of  Bear Creek, Betty Binkley 
of  Bear Creek, Shirley Coble of  
Liberty; eleven grandchildren, 
and nine great-grandchildren.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com .

REV. THOMAS LANDON 
LINDSAY

Rev. Thomas Landon Lind-
say, 95, passed away on Satur-
day, December 7, 2019 in Chapel 
Hill.

Arrangements by: Crema-
tion Society of  the Carolinas in 
Raleigh.

www.CremationSocietyNC.
com

VICKIE LEE HEARNE BEDNAR 
Vickie Lee Hearne Bednar, age 65, 

of  Pittsboro, was reunited with our 
“Heaven Club” on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 11, 2019 when she died unexpect-
edly at home.

When people think of  Vickie, a 
smile comes to their face because 
she knew how to make everyone 
feel comforted while keeping them 
laughing. Those who knew her will 
always remember her for being funny, 
faithful, thoughtful, comforting, and 
unconditional. Her faith in Christ was 
unwavering.

Vickie was born in Chatham County on May 6, 1954. She 
is preceded in death by her husband, Mike Bednar, parents, 
Billy and Barbara Hinsley and Lee Hearne.  

She is survived by one daughter, Joni Bowling and hus-
band Josh of  Pittsboro; one son, Guy (GG) Sanders and 
fiancée Mary Cooper of  Siler City; three grandchildren, 
Michaela Bowling, Connor Bowling, and Cooper Sanders; 
mother, Aretta Hearne of  Pittsboro; two brothers, Kevan 
Hearne (Kim) and Dee Hearne (Cathy) of  Pittsboro; as well 
as countless nieces, nephews, honorary children, friends, the 
Stubbs, the Bednars, and the Hearne Family.

The family received friends Monday, December 16, 2019 
from 12:30 to 2 p.m. at Bynum Baptist Church. The funeral 
service followed at 2 p.m. with Pastor Jesse Hursey presiding. 
Burial followed in Bynum United Methodist Church Ceme-
tery.

In lieu of  flowers, the family asks for memorial contri-
butions to be made in Vickie’s memory to Bynum Baptist 
Church, 300 Hamlets Chapel Road, Pittsboro, NC 27312.

“Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free. I’m following the 
path God laid for me. I took His hand when I heard Him call, I 
turned my back and left it all…”

Condolences may be made at www.donaldsonfunerals.com .
Donaldson Funeral Home & Cremation is honored to serve 

the Bednar family. 
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PHILLIP DAYTON LUTHER, SR. 

Phillip Dayton Luther, Sr., 68, of  Holly Ridge died Friday 
December 13, 2019 at his home in Holly Ridge.

Mr. Luther was born July 3, 1951 in Randolph County to 
the late Ralph Dayton Luther and Elizabeth Ellen Austin 
Luther.

A private burial will be held.
Surviving; two sons, Phillip D. Luther, Jr. of  Hampstead, 

Steven P. Luther of  Goldston; two grandchildren, Mack 
Dayton Luther, Sadie Luther; one brother, Terry Luther of  
Asheboro; and one sister, Vicki Ingold of  Troy.

Arrangements are by Jones Funeral Home, Holly Ridge.

BARRY EUGENE BURNS 
Barry Eugene Burns was born July 

25, 1942 in Charlotte and passed away 
December 12, 2019 in Durham.

He was preceded in death earlier 
this year by his wife of  51 years, Phyl-
lis Hope Harris Burns, and several 
years ago by his parents, Ethel and 
Lemuel Burns and his brother Robert 
Burns.

Barry leaves behind three children, 
Shane (Bonnie) Burns, Josh (Cindie) 
Burns, and August Burns (Denise 
Ingram); grandchildren Jake and 
Harris, all of  Durham; sisters, Ginny 

(Everette) Greene of  Mebane and Martha Grumette of  Mon-
cure, Robert’s wife Dorasue Burns Christian of  Moncure; 
and many loved aunts, uncles, nieces, and cousins.

In his teen years, Barry and Robert moved from Charlotte 
to live with MaMa, their recently widowed grandmother, on 
the old home place near Rocky River. Except for a stint in 
Raleigh to earn a Bachelor’s degree from NC State, Barry 
lived over 60 years in Chatham County at the home place. 
Chatham County was more than home. 

A 1960 graduate of  Pittsboro High School, Barry worked 
in the Chatham County school system for decades. While 
teaching math for almost 20 years at Chatham Central, Barry 
earned a Master’s degree from North Carolina A&T and 
became principal at Chatham Central and Northwood as well 
as assistant principal at Chatham Middle School. A people 
person, Barry thrived in the relationships formed with gen-
erations of  students, teachers, and administrators. In the late 
1990s, those connections and working with his closest friend, 
Becky Crabtree lead to a periodic reunion of  all graduating 
classes of  Pittsboro High School, 1923-1970. Barry enjoyed 
working with dozens of  alumni to support these reunions, 
events where hundreds of  graduates and their families have 
gathered for almost 20 years. 

In addition to being an educator, Barry started selling life 
insurance years ago which led him to become a chartered 
financial consultant. His insurance business was not just a 
job; he loved the people he met and advising them with their 
financial needs whether it was for life insurance, long term 
care or retirement planning. Barry also made sure that his 
clients and friends were taken care of  by joining in partner-
ship with Janet Davis, of  Siler City five years ago. 

Barry’s passions included baseball, softball, bridge, the 
Wolfpack, and the Yankees. A mountain home for retreats 
with family and bridge weekends, cookouts, homemade 
peach ice cream, Burns family reunions, grilling hot dogs for 
that special lunch; these and much more were Barry’s ways 
of  having fun and finding fellowship. 

Visitation was held at Donaldson Funeral Home, Pittsboro, 
on Wednesday, December 18, from 6-8 p.m. A memorial ser-
vice and celebration of  life will be held at Chatham County 
Agriculture and Conference Center on Thursday, December 
19, 2019 at 11 a.m. 

Memorial gifts can be made to Chatham Animal Rescue, 
PO Box 610, Pittsboro, NC 27312 chathamanimalrescue.org/
donate;  or Chatham County Partnership for Children, PO 
Box 637, Pittsboro, NC 27312 chathamkids.org/get-involved/
donate . 

CHRISTOPHER WAYNE INGLE  
Christopher Wayne Ingle of  Silk Hope died Saturday, De-

cember 14, 2019 at UNC Hospital in Chapel Hill after a brief  
illness.

Chris was born July 19, 1949 the fifth son of  Woodrow and 
Jeanette Ingle. He was an Army veteran who served two 
terms in Vietnam. He retired from Abbott Laboratories in 
Rocky Mount. He is survived by his daughter DJ Firestone of  
Rocky Mount; grandson, Amon; son, Lee of  Lynchburg, Va.;  
brothers, Mike Ingle (Diane) of  Whitsett, Don Ingle (Diane) 
of  Pittsboro, Dan Ingle (Rebecca) of  Burlington and Jeff Ingle 
(Wendy) of  Summerfield; sisters, Pam Hart (Charlie) of  Siler 
City, Cathy Terry (Don) of  Snow Camp; sister-in-law, Kaye 
Ingle of  Liberty; and a host of  nieces and nephews who were 
all special to him. He is preceded in death by his parents and 
brother, Allan Ingle.

A memorial service will be held Sunday, December 29, 2019 
at 2 p.m. at the Silk Hope Community Center. The family will 
receive friends after the service.

In lieu of  flowers please, donate to the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness of  North Carolina, 309 W Millbrook Rd, Ste 
121, Raleigh, NC 27601.
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CHURCH NEWS
PINEY GROVE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

Piney Grove United 
Methodist Church will 
present their Christmas 
play, “Fruitcake” at 6 p.m. 
on Sunday, Dec. 22, with 
party afterward.

All are welcome to 
these events. The church 
is located at 2343 Piney 
Grove Ch. Rd., Siler City.

PITTBORO CHURCH OF 
THE NAZARENE 

Come for Breakfast 
with Santa from 9 to 11 
a.m. Saturday, Dec. 21 
at the Pittsboro Church 
of  the Nazarene. Enjoy 
a free pancake break-
fast and the telling of  
the Christmas story. 
There will be pictures 
with Santa, a Christmas 
Craft (tree ornament), 
and help for children 
writing a letter to San-
ta, all free!

The church is located 
at 705 US Highway 902, 
Pittsboro. We request that 
people sign up in ad-
vance (to get numbers for 
buying supplies) at this 
website: vbspro.events/p/
events/cleeb8. Walk-ins 
are welcome, but for plan-
ning purposes, we request 
that people sign up. Any 
questions contact Tom 
Roswick at 336-693-8470 
or email at office1.pnaz@
gmail.com.

FIRST MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

The annual New Year’s 
Eve Night Watch Ser-
vice will be held at the 
First Missionary Baptist 
Church beginning at 10 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 31.

The public and sur-
rounding churches are 

invited. The church is 
located at 914 Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd., 
Siler City.

HARRIS GROVE 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

Come join the Harris 
Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church for a Communi-
ty Christmas Dinner at 
2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 22. 
This is for all community 
and area churches, the 
homeless or anyone that 
doesn’t have anywhere 
to go for Christmas this 
year!

The church is located at 
13919 Hwy 64W, Siler City. 
Email: harrisgrovebap-
tistchurch@gmail.com .

JOY BAPTIST CHURCH

Joy Baptist Church 
will present a “Children’s 
Christmas” and “Christ-
mas Is In the Heart” 
Cantata at 8:30 a.m. on 
Sunday, Dec. 22. Refresh-
ments will follow. 

All are invited. The 
church is located on Hwy. 
64, at the corner of  Bow-
ers Store Road, Siler City.

RED HILL MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

The annual Christmas 
program will be held at 
6 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 22 at 
Red Hill Missionary Bap-
tist Church. There will be 
refreshments following 
the program.

All are invited. The 
church is located on Hwy 
42, Goldston.

LOVES CREEK BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Join us for the morn-
ing worship service at 

9:45 a.m. on Sunday, Dec. 
22 at Loves Creek Bap-
tist Church. Enjoy the 
seasonal music, message, 
and the observance of  the 
Lord’s Supper!

Then at 6:30 p.m., we 
will share the fellowship, 
beauty and blessings of  
our annual Candlelight 
Christmas Service.

All are invited and will 
be welcome. The church 
is located at 1745 East 11th 
St., Siler City.

MT. SINAI AME CHURCH 

Mt. Sinai AME Church 
will hold its annual 
Christmas Candlelight 
service at 11 pm. on 
Christmas Eve. Come out 
and witness the Birth of  
Christ through song and 
narration.

All are welcome. The 
church is located on the 
corner of  Chatham and 
Masonic Streets in Pitts-
boro. (Behind Hardee’s).

SANDY BRANCH 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Everyone is invited to 
come join us at Sandy 
Branch Baptist Church 
for our Christmas cele-
brations.

The adult choir will 
present its cantata 
entitled “The Worship of  
Christmas” during the 
11 a.m. morning worship 
service on Dec. 22.

The traditional Christ-
mas Eve service will 
begin at 6 p.m. on Dec. 24. 
There will be a play enti-
tled “The Perfect Christ-
mas,” the Lottie Moon 
walk and communion.

We hope you will join 
us at 715 Sandy Branch 
Church Rd., Bear Creek, 
as we celebrate Jesus’ 
birth.

Chatham residents give ‘gift of life’
BY RANDALL 

RIGSBEE
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — “I just 
wanted to help people,” 
Nathan Davis said of  
his decision a couple of  
months ago to donate 
blood.

“I saw there was a blood 
drive nearby,” the 16-year-
old Northwood High 
School junior said, “and I 
jumped on it.”

Athletic and fit, the 
high school wrestler said 
the experience — it was 
his first time rolling up 
his sleeve for the Amer-
ican Red Cross to give, 
as the organization says, 
the gift of  life — was a 
positive one, though he 
felt a “little loopy,” he 
admitted, after donating 
his first pint.

“But I was happy with 
it,” Davis said, “and it was 
a good experience, defi-
nitely. I was glad I did it.”

And, already anticipat-
ing his school’s annual 
blood drive, he’s planning 
to do it again.

Davis’ altruistic instinct 
to donate the life-sav-
ing commodity comes 
naturally. His mother, 
Beth Barrickman Davis 
of  Pittsboro, is a frequent 
and longtime donor of  
blood and platelets. The 
teenager says he drew 
inspiration for his deci-
sion to step up and donate 
from her example.

“I know there’s a big 
need for blood donations,” 
he said, “and I wanted to 
help, too.”

In a way, though, the 
teenager played a signifi-
cant role in his mother’s 
decision — shortly after 
he was born in 2003 — to 
become a blood donor.

“I figured if  I could take 
natural childbirth,” she 
said, “I could handle this. 
I could take the needles 
and donating blood.”

She was right — she 
could handle it — and 
she’s been donating blood 
on a regular basis, just 
about every 56 days, since.

“I try to donate, too, if  
there’s been a disaster,” 
she said. “

She’s also a frequent 
donor of  platelets.

“It’s my way of  giving 
back,” she said, “and 
sharing the gift of  life. 
Some people donate mon-
ey. This is something I’m 
able to do. To know you’re 
helping somebody to have 
another day is important 
to me.”

The need for blood 
donations is constant, 
say officials with the 
American Red Cross, the 
humanitarian organiza-
tion that shelters, feeds 
and provides emotion-
al support to victims 

of  disasters; teaches 
life-saving skills; provides 
international humanitar-
ian aid; and also supplies 
approximately 40 percent 
of  the nation’s blood.

But officials with the or-
ganization note, the need 
for blood is particularly 
keen during the holiday 
season.

“Busy holiday schedules 
make it difficult for the 
American Red Cross to col-
lect enough blood to meet 
those patient needs,” said 
Maya Franklin, external 
communications manag-
er for the American Red 
Cross. “Donors of all blood 
types, especially type O, 
are urgently needed.”

“Between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, more than 
one million units of  blood 
could be transfused in the 
United States,” she said. 
“Individuals are urged to 
give a lifesaving gift this 
holiday season by making 
an appointment to donate 
blood or platelets and 
help the American Red 
Cross ensure a sufficient 
supply is available for 
patients throughout the 
holiday season.”

The process of  giving 
blood to “be the lifeline 
patients need,” Franklin 
said, takes about an hour 

“For me, it’s a way to 
relax,” said Beth Barrick-
man Davis.

Another side ben-
efit, she said, is the 
“mini-physical” donors 
receive before they give 
blood. 

“One time,” she said, 
“my iron level was low and 
I wasn’t able to donate.”

Initially a donor 
through the American 
Red Cross, she now do-
nates blood and platelets 
regularly through UNC 
Hospitals in Chapel Hill 
and said she finds the 
entire process — there’s 

snacks for donors and wi-
fi, allowing her to multi-
task with work while she 
donates — positive and 
rewarding.

She posts on Facebook 
after her donations, hop-
ing to encourage others to 
do the same.

“Hopefully I’m a good 
role model,” she said.

She said she’s proud of  
her son for his decision to 
become a blood donor, a 
decision he reached with-
out any suggestions from 
his mother.

“He did it all on his 
own,” she said. “I was 
proud of  him.”

The Red Cross says all 
blood types are needed to 
ensure a reliable supply 
for patients. For those 
who want to help, Red 
Cross officials say, donat-
ing is easy. A blood donor 
card or driver’s license or 
two other forms of  iden-
tification are required 
at check-in. Individuals 
who are 17 years of  age 
in most states (16 with 
parental consent where 
allowed by state law), 
weigh at least 110 pounds 
and are in generally good 
health may be eligible to 
donate blood. High school 
students and other do-
nors 18 years of  age and 
younger also have to meet 
certain height and weight 
requirements.

Two opportunities re-
main this month to donate 
blood in Chatham County: 
from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, December 24, at 
Chatham County Rescue 
Squad, 201 S. Second 
Ave., Siler City; and from 
2 to 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
December 28, at Siler City 
Presbyterian Church, 720 
W. Third Street.

Randall Rigsbee can be 
reached at rigsbee@cha-
thamnr.com.

Submitted photo

Longtime frequent blood donor Beth Barrickman 
Davis has been an inspiration to her son, Nathan, 
who recently donated blood for the first time.

Check Us 

OUT on

(@chathamnr)

(chathamnewsrecord)

Free Breakfast 
with Santa

• Picture with Santa
• Write a letter to Santa
• Make an ornament
• Christmas Sing-Along
• Preregister online at 
vbspro.events/p/events/cleeb8

Any questions contact 

Tom Roswick at 336-693-8470

or email at office1.pnaz@gmail.com

Join us at Pittsboro 

Church of the Nazarene 
for a pancake breakfast.

Pittsboro 
Church of 

the Nazarene
Saturday, 

December 21
9:00AM – 11:00AM
705 US Hwy 902 

Pittsboro

First United Methodist Church • (919) 742-2722

1101 W. Raleigh St., Siler City

Tuesday, December 24th at 5 pm

Christmas Eve Candlelight 
and Communion Service

Everyone is welcome to join our 

special service!

First Untied Methodist Church

Celebrating the Birth 
of Jesus

Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.



Judge: No more excavation on coal 
ash sites in Moncure, Lee County 

BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

MONCURE — Coal 
ash storage company 
Charah will no longer be 
allowed to excavate land 
and place coal ash in the 
Brickhaven coal ash site 
in Moncure and pro-
posed Colon coal ash site 
in Lee County, according 
to a ruling handed down 
Monday by the state 
Office of  Administrative 
Courts.

Judge Melissa Ow-
ens-Lassiter’s ruling 
stipulated the N.C. 
Department of  Environ-
mental Quality operat-
ed “outside its jurisdic-
tion” in giving permits 
to Green Meadow, a 
Charah subsidiary, to 
expand excavation for 
coal ash storage outside 
of  previously-mined 
land.

The ruling came in 
response to a lawsuit 
filed by Blue Ridge 
Environmental De-
fense League (BREDL), 
Chatham Citizens 
Against Coal Ash Dump 
(CCACAD), and Envi-
ronmentaLEE (ELEE). 
The groups initially 
filed the lawsuit in 
December 2015 arguing 
that the permits, which 
were issued in just 
seven months and were 
for “mine reclamation,” 
were improper as both 
of  the planned coal 
ash sites would extend 
beyond what areas had 
previously been mined.

What this means for 
the Brickhaven site’s 
future and Chatham 
County’s future with coal 
ash is uncertain, accord-
ing to Chatham County 
Commissioner Diana 
Hales.

“Since the ruling from 
the Administrative Court 
Judge is against the DEQ 
permitting agencies, 
we don’t know how this 
impacts the Brickhaven 
site,” Hales said. “The site 
is under closure proce-
dures and some of  the 
coal ash is within areas 
that the judge appears 
to say should not have 
been included in the DEQ 
issued permits.”

Hales asked county 
staff  during a commis-
sioners meeting Mon-
day night to determine 
what next steps would 
be.

“We are reviewing the 
judge’s decision and will 
be contacting DEQ to 
understand what this may 
mean for the Brickhaven 
site in Moncure,” County 
Manager Dan LaMon-
tagne said. “That site is 
no longer receiving coal 
ash and is in the process 
of  being capped and 
closed.”

The environmental 
groups initially filed 
the lawsuit in Decem-
ber 2015. The case went 
through the Office of  
Administrative Courts 
which was initially 

denied at that time, 
was appealed to both 
Superior Court and the 
Court of  Appeals, which 
remanded it back to the 
Office of  Administrative 
Courts.

The hearings over the 
years included numer-
ous statutes involving 
both mining law and 
CAMA, the Coal Ash 
Management Act, 
the law the General 
Assembly in Raleigh 
passed in response to 
the 39,000 tons of  coal 
ash that spilled into 
the Dan River in 2014. 

That law created new 
rules that expedited the 
cleanup and removal of  
outdated coal ash sites, 
particularly those at 
the Dan River Steam 
Station and the Sutton 
Plant in Wilmington. 
Duke Energy, the owner 
of  the coal ash basins, 
contracted with Charah 
to place that coal ash 
in the Brickhaven Site 
in Moncure. Because of  
other North Carolina 
statutes, the county had 
little recourse in the 
decision as all permit-
ting was done through 

NCDEQ, but the com-
missioners were able 
to negotiate a financial 
settlement in exchange 
for the coal ash dispos-
al.

Judge Owens-Lassiter 
found that CAMA was 
“designed to, among oth-
er things, ‘prohibit con-
struction of  new or ex-
pansion of  existing coal 
combustion residual 
surface impoundments’ 
to ‘prevent the creation 
of  new coal ash waste 
dumping grounds.’”

“Therefore, allowing 
coal as structural fill 

on areas not previous-
ly mined or excavated 
violated this legislative 
intent and thus, is an 
impermissible construc-
tion of  CAMA,” Judge 
Owens-Lassiter said in 
the court’s final deci-
sion.

The ruling stated that 
the actions at both sites 
were not a “reasonable 
rehabilitation of  the 
affected land for useful 
purposes as also re-
quired by state statute. 
Owens-Lassiter also 
noted that excavation 
made on the sites for 

the sole purpose of  dis-
posing of  coal ash “does 
not constitute structur-
al fill ‘to reclaim open 
mines.’” 

Ultimately, the judge 
ruled that the Division 
of  Waste Management 
acted “outside of  its ju-
risdiction” in issuing the 
permits and revoked the 
permits, preventing any 
further excavation for the 
purpose of  filling with 
coal ash.

Reporter Casey Mann 
can be reached at Casey-
Mann@Chathamnr.com.
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Ellmers back on campaign trail 
with eye on Lt. Gov. post

BY RANDALL RIGSBEE
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Renee Ell-
mers is back on the campaign 

trail.
Ellmers 

served three 
terms from 
2011-2017 in the 
U.S. Congress 
representing 
North Car-
olina’s 2nd 
Congressional 
District — 

which included Chatham at the 
time — and is one of  several 
GOP candidates whose name 
will be on the primary ballot 
next March aiming to become 
North Carolina’s next lieu-
tenant governor.

For the last couple of  years, 
Ellmers — who stopped by 
the Chatham News + Record 
office in Siler City last week to 
discuss her campaign — has 
worked as a southeastern 
regional director for the U.S. 
Department of  Health and 
Human Services in Atlanta, 
appointed to the post by the 
White House.

“In 2016, with the presiden-
tial race, I was a big supporter 
of  President Trump,” she 
said. “I was the first woman 
in Congress to endorse him. 
And there weren’t a lot of  folks 
in Washington, or around the 
country, who really thought he 
was going to win. But I stuck 
with him, through thick and 
thin. In turn, he gave me a po-
litical appointment to the U.S. 
Dept. of  Health and Human 
Services.”

She found the work with 
DHHS to be a “fabulous job,” 
she said.

“But I was there in Atlanta,” 
she said, “watching some of  
the craziness happening out 
of  Washington. For instance, 
the Judge (Brett) Kavanaugh 
hearings, what they put him 
through. So I started thinking 
how can I come back to North 
Carolina and really get some 
things done that we need to do 
in North Carolina and continue 
to be supportive of  President 
Trump in elected office.”

In March, she announced 
plans to seek another elected 
office.

“I knew that [Lt. Gov.] Dan 

Forrest certainly was going to 
be running for governor,” she 
said, “and that he would have 
fulfilled two terms, so I started 
looking at running for lieu-
tenant governor.”

The 55-year-old Ellmers, a 
registered nurse, says health 
care is a central issue in her 
campaign.

“Lieutenant governor,” 
Ellmers said, “is a great office 
to hold to leverage for certain 
issues that I believe we need to 
be concentrating more fully on, 
especially as Republicans, one 
of  which is health care.”

Her background as an R.N., 
her experience in Congress 
“dealing with legislative issues” 
and her more recent experience 
with Health and Human Ser-
vices “from an administrative 
perspective” position her, she 
said, to take on the lieutenant 
governor’s job and use the post 
to work towards improving 
health care for North Carolin-
ians.

“I think a lot of  people feel 
like the lieutenant governor 
seat is not one, as I’ve heard 
people express to me, of  great 
power,” Ellmers said. “I really 

don’t look at it that way.”
She hopes to use the state 

post — second only to governor 
— to better address health care, 
an issue she said fellow Repub-
licans “aren’t talking about 
enough.”

“Health care costs are too 
high,” she said, while “acces-
sibility is too low. And we have 
to improve the quality of  care. 
You hear a lot from hospitals. 
You hear a lot from insurance 
companies. There really isn’t 
anyone out there protecting 
and fighting for patients. I start-
ed realizing that the lieutenant 
governor, part of  the Council 
of  State, could really be that 
person.”

Ellmers continues to strongly 
align herself  with President 
Trump.

“I believe wholeheartedly in 
border security,” she said. “I 
am a ‘Build the Wall’ girl.”

Of  the president, she ac-
knowledges some may question 
his “tone,” but she remains a 
fan. 

“I love his results,” she said. 
“He’s getting results.”

A newcomer to the state’s 
political scene in 2010, Ellmers, 

who lives in Dunn, defeated sev-
en-term Democratic incumbent 
Bob Etheridge in by 1,489 votes 
and thereafter served three 
consecutive terms in Congress. 
In the 2016 Republican primary, 
Ellmers was defeated by fellow 
Congressman George Holding. 
She said she wasn’t bitter, or 
angry, about the political defeat 
two years ago..

“I’m a big believer,” she said, 
“that God has a plan for all of  
us and that things happen for a 
reason.”

And she hasn’t considered 
another run for Congress, 
feeling that her voice “was 
drowned out” in Washington. 
She’s hoping to work towards 
her goals — which in addition 
to a strong focus on health care 
includes job creation and im-
proving public education — at 
the state level.

“We’re already paying a 
lieutenant governor’s salary,” 
she said. “Why not increase the 
workload that the lieutenant 
governor can do?”

Managing Editor Randall Rigs-
bee can be reached at rigsbee@
chathamnr.com.

Ellmers

File photo

Coal ash from two Duke Energy sites in North Carolina was transported by 
train to the Brickhaven site in Moncure. An administrative court judge on 
Friday revoked permits issued to the site by NCDEQ.

File photo

Opposition to the coal ash site at Brickhaven filed 
the lawsuit which resulted in a judge’s decision to 
revoke the permits for the Brickhaven coal ash site 
in Moncure. Here, a group of activists protest coal 
ash at the annual HKonJ event in Raleigh.
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1 1/4 Carats of Round 
& Baguette Diamonds in a 
White Gold Dinner Ring

SALE $799.95
reg. $1,500

1 Carat of Diamonds! Round 
Baquette swirl designed 

engagement ring.

SALE $799.95
reg. $1,500
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Flu season is back across 
North Carolina, U.S. 

BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

The rate of  “influen-
za-like illnesses” has 
been on a slow rise so 
far this season, accord-
ing to the N.C. Weekly 
Influenza Surveillance 
Report released by the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Preven-
tion, with more than 
100 confirmed cases 
in the state in the first 
week of  December, 
which is the average 
rate for the past several 
years.

This comes at a time 
when 23 states are 
reporting “widespread” 
flu activity and all 50 
U.S. states are affected 
in some way. Last year 
at this time, the CDC 
reported, just three 
states had “widespread” 
illnesses.

Mike Zelek, Chatham’s 
Division Director for 
Health Promotion and 
Policy, said Chatham 
residents need to be 
aware and take precau-
tions against the sick-
ness.

“While we have be-
come accustomed to the 
flu season coming each 
year, the flu often causes 
severe symptoms, so it 
must be taken seriously 
and everyone should 
take precautions to 
stay healthy and avoid 
spreading it,” Zelek 
said.

The “flu season,” as it 
is deemed, starts in late 
September and ends 
in mid-May annually. 
During the 2018-2018 flu 
season, the N.C. Depart-
ment of  Health and So-
cial Services reported, 

203 North Carolinians 
died an “influenza-re-
lated death,” with the 
vast majority being 
65 years or older. Five 
people have already 
died from flu-related 
illnesses in the state 
this season.

Each year, in re-
sponse, the Chatham 
County Health De-
partment works to 
raise awareness of  the 
virus, “emphasizing the 
importance of  preven-
tion” with a focus on the 
“importance of  getting a 
flu shot.” 

“The keys are to get 
a flu shot, practice 
good hygiene, including 
washing your hands and 
covering your cough, 
stay home from work 
or school if  you are sick 
and go to the doctor if  
your symptoms worsen,” 
Zelek said.

The department rec-
ommends that “every-
one six months of  age 
and older get a flu vac-
cine,” especially those 
who are “high-risk” 
— particularly infants, 
people over 65 years old 
and individuals with 
chronic medical condi-
tions. The department 
also urges those who are 
a parent, caregiver or 
family member of  some-
one who is high-risk to 
also get vaccinated to 
help prevent the spread 
of  the virus.

While the flu shot may 
be the best prevention 
for most people, experts 
say some people should 
not get the shot. Those 
who have had a severe 
allergic reaction to the 
vaccine, Guillain-Barré 
Syndrome or are not 

feeling well should 
consult with a physician 
before considering the 
flu shot.

The county’s public 
health department has 
an Epidemiological 
(Epi) team that meets 
monthly to review 
public health issues, 
including influenza, and 
develop strategies to 
prevent and respond to 
them. An Epi team typi-
cally includes multidis-
ciplinary public health 
professionals and staff 
with skills ranging from 
specialty areas such as 
epidemiology, environ-
mental health, health 
preparedness, nursing 
and health education.

Zelek said flu season 
normally peaks in early 
February, meaning 
people should be getting 
shots as soon as possi-
ble.

“So if  you have not 
yet gotten your flu shot, 
there is still time,” he 
said. “However, it does 
take a couple of  weeks to 
be effective, so now is the 

time to get it.”
There are many local 

options available to ac-
cess a flu shot, includ-
ing pharmacies and 
drug stores. The health 
department also offers 
shots at its Siler City 
clinic. Most insurance 
is accepted at the clin-
ic, and the cost without 
insurance is $40 for the 
shot. Those interested 
should call 919-742-5641 
to schedule an appoint-
ment. 

To help homebound 
residents, the health 
department also offers 
home visits to admin-
ister the vaccine. Zelek 
suggests those falling in 
that category to contact 
Bonnie Dukeman at the 
Chatham County Public 
Health Department at 
919-742-5641.

For additional infor-
mation, visit chathamnc.
org/flu or flu.ncdhhs.
gov.

Reporter Casey Mann can 
be reached at CaseyMann@
Chathamnr.com.

How to fight back 
against ‘porch pirates’

BY ZACHARY 
HORNER

News + Record Staff

Last year, when the News 
+ Record wrote a story 
about boxes being poached 
from people’s porches, local 
law enforcement told us 
that they didn’t get a lot of  
reports of it happening in 
Chatham County.

But it’s a new holiday 
season, and reports 
across the country are 
that these thieves are still 
on the loose.

Various studies es-
timate that around 23 
million Americans have 
packages stolen from 
their porches every year, 
and 36 percent of  the 
respondents of  2019 study 
from C+R Research of  
2,000 consumers said they 
had a package stolen. 

So how do you avoid 
being one of  those people, 
and what do you do if  a 
package is taken? We did 
some research, and here’s 
what we’ve got:

To protect your 
packages

Track your deliveries: 
Most websites and deliv-
ery services allow you 
to track your packages 
directly from your phone. 
Make sure you’re follow-
ing their arrival.

Talk to your neighbors: If  
your neighbors are home 
during the day and you’re 
not, perhaps they can be 
available to watch for the 
package and bring it into 
their house for you to get 
later.

Set your work address as 
the delivery point: By having 
your package delivered 
directly to your work ad-
dress, you can get it during 
the day without worrying 
about it sitting on your 
porch for all to see.

Have packages delivered 
to the store: Some com-
panies like Walmart and 
Target allow you to buy 
gifts online and pick them 

up at their nearest loca-
tion. This ensures that 
the item doesn’t leave the 
store until you get it.

Redirect to alternative 
locations: FedEx and UPS 
offer different pick-up 
locations. Along with 
their respective stores, 
FedEx packages can be 
retrieved from Walgreens, 
Dollar General and 
Kroger, while UPS boxes 
can be picked up at CVS 
or Michaels. Contact the 
shipping company and 
request the change with 
your tracking number.

If you think your 
package was stolen

Policies and procedures 
for stolen packages depend 
on the delivery company. 
Here’s a breakdown.

FedEx: You can file a lost 
package claim at FedEx’s 
website. Make sure you 
have the tracking number. 
Safewise.com says claims 
normally take 5-7 business 
days to resolve.

UPS: If  you’ve bought 
something stateside, you 
can’t file a missing pack-
age report until 60 days 
afterward. File a claim on 
UPS’ website.

USPS: Have your track-
ing number ready and file 
a claim on USPS’ website. 
If  the package was insured, 
you should be able to get a 
refund directly from USPS 
is lost and through the 
seller if  stolen.

In all scenarios, no mat-
ter the delivery company, 
there’s a couple things 
you should do.

Contact law enforcement: 
As with any suspected 
theft, law enforcement 
should be notified. 

Have all proof available: 
Make sure you have the 
tracking number, items pur-
chased, money spent and 
reported date of receipt.

Reporter Zachary Horner 
can be reached at zhorner@
chathamnr.com or on Twit-
ter at @ZachHornerCNR.

@mosaicatchatham
@chathamparkNC

mosaicatchathampark.com
chathampark.com
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they had to cope with 
regular protests and 
counter protests around 
the Chatham County 
government’s decision to 
remove the “Our Confed-
erate Heroes” monument 
in the traffic circle, but 
the small businesses are 
working to compete or 
find their niche in an 
increasingly-crowded and 
primarily-internet-driven 
marketplace.

‘What did we do to 
you?’

Confederate flaggers, 
protestors and counter-pro-
testors have been a regular 
feature of downtown Pitts-
boro since the Chatham 
County Board of Com-
missioners voted 4-1 last 
August 19 to terminate the 
county’s agreement with 
the Winnie Davis Chapter 
of the United Daughters of  
the Confederacy to locate 
the monument adjacent to 
the old courthouse.

The protests — and 
ensuing arrests, fights 
and contention — has left 
some business owners 
and managers near the 
events asking: “Why us?”

“Specifically, they told 
me that they were trying 
to disrupt the business,” 
said Mary Demare, the 
general manager of  New 
Horizons Downtown and 
New Horizons West. “The 

flagger guy told me that. 
So it’s like, ‘What did we 
do to you?’”

Lewis, Demare and Pitts-
boro Toys owner Saman-
tha Birchard each their 
respective businesses have 
suffered in the ensuing 
months since the protests 
and flaggers became a reg-
ular downtown feature. 

“At first, it was definite-
ly affecting numbers,” 
Birchard said. “People 
were saying they were 
afraid to come downtown 
at first, and I’m not hear-
ing that anymore. But 
people are still complain-
ing about it.”

Lewis and Demare said 
both sides of  the discus-
sion are equally causing 
issues with businesses, 
particularly on Saturdays, 
when most of  the protests 
and counter-protests have 
taken place.

“Not shopping in Pitts-
boro is not helping their 
issue,” Lewis said. “It’s hurt 
my business and it hurts on 
Saturdays more than any 
other day of the week.”

Demare said the events 
have caused diruption for 
both the employees who 
live locally and shoppers 
who want to come from 
out of  the county. She said 
the stores get “a lot” of  
customers from Raleigh 
and Cary, and occasion-
al closures to the roads 
around the traffic circle 
have cut off some access.

“Those days did specifi-

cally hurt us,” Demare said. 
“I did ask (flaggers) to move 
so that they could open the 
street, but they didn’t. 

Christmas time 
shopping

But life moves on, and 
as protests have slowed 
down and protestors 
have shrunk in number, 
it’s Christmas season. 
Despite recent events, 
shop owners are feeling 
positive.

“We’re having a good 
holiday season, for sure,” 
Demare said. “And I’m 
fairly certain that the 
other downtown stores 
are as well.”

Stephanie Olness, who 
owns and operates the 
Gathered store farther up 
U.S. Highway 15-501 North 
from the traffic circle, 
said she hasn’t seen the 
effects of  protests because 
of  her distance from 
downtown and has con-
tinued to push forward.

“I just try to make the 
store look friendly and 
welcoming,” Olness said. 
“I want it to feel warm 
and have people come in 
and say, ‘Hey, this could 
be my home.’”

In February 2019, 
the U.S. Department of  
Commerce said online 
retail sales accounted 
for a higher percentage 
of  sales than general 
merchandise stores for 
the first time. During this 

holiday season, according 
to Adobe Digital Insights, 
consumers will spend 
$143.7 billion online.

Store owners like 
Olness and Birchard are 
working to make both 
their customer experi-
ence and products offered 
unique. Birchard says 
that in her field, selling 
toys, more shops like hers 
are selling toys that don’t 
sell on Amazon.

“They’re niche,” she 
said. “You’ve got to have a 
niche that Amazon won’t 
have. We like to make 
kids a little smarter and 
happier. That was what 
interested me the most, 
the child development. So 
that’s what my driving is, 
encourages creativity.”

Olness said she tried to 
offer different merchan-
dise than a big box store 
like Walmart or Target, 
and Demare said New 
Horizons tried to do the 
same.

“We’re lucky, at least 
in the downtown store, 
since we are a boutique, 
you can’t find the clothes 
that we sell online,” 
Demare said. “They’re a 
small production, they’re 
usually sewn and died to 
order. So it’s not like you 
can find this same shirt 
on the Internet. You might 
be able to find something 
similar to it, but it wouldn’t 
be quality and made in 
the USA and all that. In 
that, we’re lucky. We really 

work on creating a mix of  
products that are fantastic 
and surprising.”

Olness added, “I’ve 
always got unique things. 
There’s something in the 
store for everybody.”

Additionally, there’s a 
focus on providing good 
customer service and a 
pleasant shopping expe-
rience. Birchard spoke 
highly of  other stores and 
their efforts in that arena.

“I go into New Hori-
zons,” she said. “I have 
to be in here [her store], I 
have no time, and they find 
me something like that. 
You can’t get that online.” 

‘Gotta keep moving 
forward’

While shops and shop 
owners spend weeks 
prepping for the Christ-
mas season — ordering 
new products, decorating 
the store and enacting a 
marketing plan — they said 
there’s not much you can 
do to prepare for what were 
at first spontaneous and 
unannounced protests.

“I don’t know what 
to tell (customers),” 
Birchard said. “I don’t 
have any answers.”

Demare added, “It’s 
almost impossible to pre-
pare for stuff like this. Our 
store has six employees, 
between both stores we 
have 14 employees. We’re 
actually the livelihood of  
all these local people, and 

there are protestors com-
ing in from other states to 
disrupt the businesses.”

So they move forward. 
Lewis said he’s put a lot 
of  focus on catering and 
that that side of  his busi-
ness has improved. 

“I’ve gotta keep moving 
forward,” he said.

Demare is the tresaurer 
and a board member of the 
Pittsboro Business Associa-
tion, which is exactly what 
it sounds like. She said the 
PBA has kept going, par-
ticularly with the monthly 
First Sunday events and 
the tree lighting earlier this 
month. The events contin-
ue on Thursday, December 
19, from 5-8 p.m. with the 
Third Thursday event, 
during which multiple 
vendors will stay open late 
as part of a downtown-wide 
event.

Birchard says that 
business community has 
stayed strong and resil-
ient in light of  the fire-
works in their backyard.

“The one thing that I 
really think every business 
that I know does volun-
teering,” she said. “We all 
really care about building 
community, and that’s why 
it’s sort of heartbreaking 
when you see people at 
each other’s throats in-
stead of coming together.”

Reporter Zachary Horner 
can be reached at zhorner@
chathamnr.com or on Twit-
ter at @ZachHornerCNR.
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RETAIL: ‘Not shopping in Pittsboro is not helping their issue’
Continued from page A1

Kevin Maley cut the ribbon at his branch of Edward 
Jones Investments Dec. 10 in Pittsboro. County 
Commissioner Diana Hales said she was glad to 
be here at the opening. She told a story about the 
Secretary of Natural Resources 15 years ago, who 
called Pittsboro the ‘epitome of groovy,’ and she 
welcomed Maley to the area. ‘Its an indicator of 
growth in Chatham County.’ 
‘It’s another example of Pittsboro attracting new 
business in the community,’ Mayor Jim Nass said. ‘I 
believe we have a unique opportunity to manage 
growth in such a way to benefit all citizens, old and 
young, and to encourage business to be part of town.’ 
Maley said that ‘he wants to fill the gap that is out 
there, to help people get what is important to them.’

 
Staff photo by David Bradley

‘I have a passion for helping people’ 

chatham park reveals mosaic 
development plans and tenants

Mosaic, the commercial gateway to Chatham Park, was of-
ficially launched at a luncheon event on Tuesday, October 
29, 2019 held under a tent on the site of the future lifestyle 
and entertainment destination. The event was hosted by 
Eco Group partners Kirk Bradley of Lee Moore Capital 
Company and John Fugo of Montgomery who are devel-
oping Mosaic.

The exciting kick-off event featured Northwood High 
School’s a cappella group, Pitch Please, to whom Mosa-
ic presented a $1,000 check to support the performers’ 
upcoming trip to Carnegie Hall. Bradley stated, “We 
look forward to having the Northwood High School arts 
department utilize the performing arts spaces that will be 
available in Mosaic.”

Visit us at ChathamPark.com and MosaicAtChathamPark.com

Speakers at the event focused on the positive economic impact that Mosaic will have in 
Chatham County. The Honorable Robert T. Reives highlighted one of the current issues 
in the county that Mosaic will help to solve: “64% of Chatham County residents 
leave the county to work. That ends when this project gets up and going.” 

Mike Dasher, Chairperson of Chatham County Commissioners, added insight on the 
tax benefits to county residents: “As we pour over the budget and try to figure out how to 
afford the schools, parks, and facilities and programs we want, seeing Mosaic come out 
from the ground makes all of that possible.” He continues, “So while you’re out here en-
joying the new restaurants, and shops, and all the event spaces here in a few months, you 
can also enjoy knowing projects like this help fund all kinds of services 
throughout the county without overburdening our residents.”

Chris Blice, Chief Operations Officer for Chatham County Schools, stated, “One of my 
favorite baseball quotes is ‘Progress always involves risk. You can’t steal second and keep 
your foot on first.’ Chatham Park and Mosaic are all about pulling that foot off first base, 
running to second, rounding that, heading to third and then sliding into home.”

The 92-acre site of Mosaic, located off of US Highway 15-501 and US Highway 64, is 
slated to be complete by 2025.

Architechural rendering of Mosaic. 

Kirk Bradley (left) and John Fugo (right) present a check to Mat-
thew Hanson, Northwood High School choral director.

Eco Group also unveiled four of its new tenants by name at 
the event which included: Town Hall Burger + Beer, Peo-
ple’s Coffee, Edge Aveda Lifestyle Spa and Salon and UNC 
Urgent Care.  Additional, still-to-be-named establishments 
include: a micro-brewery, multiple chef-driven and fast 
casual restaurants, a 114-room hotel, technical and creative 
office space, multi-generational educational space, 8-screen 
cinema, 350-seat live performance theatre and a central 
green area with an outdoor stage. Living options in Mosaic 
will include urban-style apartments for lease and high-end 
condos for purchase.
 



BY DUCK DUCKSON
News + Record Staff

BEAR CREEK — It was obviously a 
tale of  two halves.

After being held to a mere five points 
in the first half, South Davidson explod-
ed for 47 points over the final two quar-
ters but it wasn’t enough to overcome a 
33-point Chatham Central advantage at 
intermission as the Wildcats dropped a 
63-52 Yadkin Valley 1A Conference deci-
sion to the Bears Friday night in Gerald 
L. Binkley Gymnasium.

Chatham Central’s fifth victory in a 
row lifted the Bears to 3-0 in the league 
standings and 6-2 for the year, while 
South Davidson slumped to 1-2 in the 
conference and 1-6 overall.

Michael Moore pumped in 22 points 
for the winners while Micah Gurley 
came off the bench to notch a ca-
reer-high 13 and Lucas Skertich added 
10 as Chatham Central connected on 
49% (26-of-53) of  its field goal attempts.

Thomas Ellington and Hayden Smith 
registered 18 and 11 points, respective-
ly – all in the second half  – to lead the 
Wildcats, who after a two-of-23 shooting 
performance in the initial half  conclud-
ed the evening making 34% (18-of-53) 
of  their shots from the floor. South 
Davidson held a 30-27 edge in rebounds 
while both teams turned the ball over 
nine times.

“It’s hard to describe the embarrass-
ment we suffered the first half,” said 
Wildcats’ coach Chad Ellington. “We 
came out timid at the outset, didn’t take 
care of  the ball, and when we did have 
good looks at the basket we couldn’t 
throw the ball in the ocean off a pier. I 
told our team at halftime don’t worry 
about the score, but instead make it our 
goal to go out and win the third quar-
ter, then win the fourth. We managed 
to turn the lights on in the second half, 
and I’ll take that effort any day.

“But give Chatham Central credit,” 
continued Ellington. “They are funda-
mentally sound, unselfish, pass the ball 
well and have so many weapons.”

Bears’ coach Robert Burke admitted 
he wasn’t surprised at South Davidson’s 
second-half  comeback, stating “They’re 
a scrappy team that never gives up.”

“We started off aggressive on offense, 
moved the ball well and scored a lot of  
backdoor cuts. After we stretched our 
lead early in the second half  we backed 
off our press and stayed in a zone, and 

that’s when South Davidson got on a 
roll, found their rhythm and began 
penetrating inside while hitting their 
outside shots. But despite their rally, it 
was a good outcome for us.”

With Moore and Skertich combining 
for Chatham Central’s first 17 points, 
the Bears opened up a 17-2 advantage in 
the opening six minutes and increased 
their lead to 21-2 by the end of  the initial 
quarter on Gurley’s layup with 1:09 to 
go in the frame.

Moore and Gurley combined for seven 
points during a 9-0 Chatham Central 
run to begin the second stanza before 
the Wildcats would score again on 
Damon Hill’s turnaround jumper off the 
left baseline with 4:26 remaining in the 
period. Gurley’s put-back in the lane 
at the horn then pushed the victors’ 
advantage to 38-5 at intermission.

Two treys apiece by Smith and 
Jackson Ellington, coupled with three 
Thomas Ellington hoops and a pair by 

Dylan Delattre highlighted a 24-point 
third quarter South Davidson surge that 
pulled the Wildcats within 51-29 at the 
close of  the stanza.

But the Bears would maintain at 
least a 20-point lead over the first four 
minutes of  the fourth period prior to 
Thomas Ellington accounting for nine 
points in the time remaining as South 
Davidson would cap off the contest with 
a late 14-2 burst to make the final score 
more respectable.
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Chargers remain 
unbeaten in 

downing of Jets

Fast start sends Northwood girls over rival 
Jordan-Matthews with ease 62-25

Balanced Bears whip Wildcats  
for fifth straight win

BY DUCK DUCKSON
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Northwood 
jumped out to a 14-3 lead after 
one period and never let up as 
the Lady Chargers outscored 
Jordan-Matthews every quar-
ter while stampeding to a 62-25 
non-conference win Saturday 
night in Lewis Norwood Gym-
nasium.

Completing a sweep of  its 
county rival for the seventh 
consecutive year, Northwood 
elevated its overall record to 
5-3, while the Lady Jets plum-
meted to 1-7 for the season.

McKenna Snively tallied 13 
points to lead three Lady Char-
gers in double figures, with 
Gianna McManaman tossing 
in 11 points and Jyreah Smith 

adding 10. Northwood shot 37% 
(18-of-49) from the floor and 
held a 32-31 edge in rebounding 
while committing 11 turnovers.

“I was really pleased with 
the energy we showed at the 
outset tonight,” remarked Lady 
Chargers’ coach Cameron 
Vernon. “Building an 11-point 
advantage after one quarter 
was a great way to set the tone. 
Offensively I thought we did a 
nice job trying to work the ball 
into our post players, but when 
that wasn’t there our guards 
made good decisions penetrat-
ing or shooting. It was good 
to see well-balanced scoring 
this evening, and if  we can be 
consistent with that it’s hard 
for defenses to stop us.

“Meanwhile,” Vernon added, 
“our 1-3-1 three-quarter defense 

was able to put pressure on 
Jordan-Matthews and create 
some turnovers, which is what 
we have been lacking. Despite 
an off-shooting night I thought 
J-M gave a great effort, and 
coach Byrd is doing a good job 
in his first year. This is always a 
fun rivalry to be a part of  and I 
think both programs have a lot 
of  respect for one another.”

Makayla Glover registered a 
double-double for the Lady Jets 
with 10 points and 10 boards 
while Avery Headen finished 
with eight points. A cold-shoot-
ing J-M squad connected on 
just 18% (seven-of-40) of  its field 
goal attempts while turning the 
ball over 26 times.

Lady Jets’ coach Charles 
Byrd commented it was anoth-
er game where his players got 

tired early.
“My girls have to continue to 

push themselves in practice to 
get in better shape,” said Byrd. 
“We were a step slow tonight on 
both ends of  the court and we 
got beat to a lot of  loose balls. 
Starting out slow is something 
we have struggled with all year, 
and I’m still trying to figure 

out how to get them to be the 
aggressor from the beginning 
of  the game.”

A Jasmine Scotten free throw 
less than two minutes into the 
contest gave Jordan-Matthews 
its only lead of  the evening be-
fore Te’Keyah Bland and Smith 

BY DUCK DUCKSON
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO— As Jor-
dan-Matthews found out in 
Saturday night’s non-confer-
ence clash with county rival 
Northwood, you can only 
corral thoroughbreds for so 
long.

After trailing J-M for most 
of  the first half, the unbeaten 
Chargers broke free of  their 
reins to tally 33 points during 
an impressive third-quar-
ter outburst on the way to 
dismantling the Jets 82-63 
in a marathon foul-plagued 
contest in Lewis Norwood 
Gymnasium. 

Sweeping its annual series 
with Jordan-Matthews for the 
fourth year in a row, North-
wood improved to 8-0 for the 
season, while J-M fell to 4-4 
overall.

Aaron Ross poured in a 
game-high 25 points to lead 
four Chargers in double 
figures. Jalen McAfee-Mar-
ion totaled 16 points, Deuce 
Powell pitched in 14 and Alex 
Snively came off the bench 
to add 13 as the winners shot 
55% (28-of-51) from the floor 
and outrebounded their 
visitors from Siler City 26-19 
while turning the ball over 14 

See EASE, page B2

See CHARGERS, page B4

‘I was really pleased with the energy we showed at 
the outset tonight. Building an 11-point advantage 
after one quarter was a great way to set the tone. 
Offensively I thought we did a nice job trying to 
work the ball into our post players, but when that 
wasn’t there our guards made good decisions 
penetrating or shooting.’

CAMERON VERNON, Lady Chargers’ coach

Staff photo by David Bradley

Takedown in Bear Creek
Chatham Central’s Nic Hicks (gray outfit) takes down Providence Grove’s Gage Baynes in 
last Thursday’s matches in Bear Creek. The Bears took a 42-24 loss on the scoresheet.

Staff photo by David Bradley

Chatham Central’s Lucas Skertich, center one of the Bears’ team captains, gives the ball everything he’s got for a 
basket past Eastern Randolphs Osiris Ross, (2) early in the second stanza in Ramseur last Monday. The Bears kept 
the pressure on throughout the game, earning a 59-48 win over the Wildcats. 



BY DUCK DUCKSON
News + Record Staff

BEAR CREEK — It’s 
not often you can shoot 
17-of-73 (23%) from the 
field and turn the ball 
over two dozen times 
yet still come away with 
a win, but when your 
dominance on the offen-
sive boards allows you 
multiple opportunities 
to score on nearly every 
possession, shooting 
percentage and turnovers 
can be overlooked.

After falling behind by 
six at intermission, Cha-
tham Central capitalized 
on its height advantage to 
outscore mistake-prone 
South Davidson 22-2 in 
the third quarter en route 
to claiming a 49-40 Yadkin 
Valley 1A Conference 
triumph Friday evening 

in Gerald L. Binkley 
Gymnasium.

The Lady Bears 
snapped a two-game 
losing skid to even their 
overall record at 4-4 and 
improve to 2-1 in the 
league standings, while 
the Lady Wildcats sank to 
1-6 for the season and 1-2 
in the conference.

Mary Grace Murchison 
fired in five three-pointers 
and led the winners with 
18 points, while Chatham 
Central commanded a 
whopping 44-29 rebound-
ing advantage.

“Rebounds were one 
of  the big keys for us 
tonight, as we had a 
horrible first half  with 22 
missed layups while our 
defense wasn’t playing 
well either, but we man-
aged to stay close due to 
South Davidson missing 

shots and having a bunch 
of  turnovers,” said Lady 
Bears’ coach Lynda 
Burke. “But I thought we 
came out more focused 

after halftime, and 
putting Kailey Green in 
at point guard freed up 
Mary Grace to play on the 
wing where she excelled 
from the perimeter. Olivia 
Hudson and Savannah 
Stilwell stepped up big in 
the paint in the second 
half  to give us a lot of  
second and third-chance 
opportunities to put the 
ball in the hole, while we 
picked up our intensity 
on defense to shut down 
South Davidson’s scor-
ing.”

Hannah Harrison 
tossed in a game-high 
19 points for the Lady 
Wildcats, who connected 
on just 29% (13-of-45) of  
their field goal attempts 
while committing 32 
turnovers.

“We got off to a decent 
start and trailed only 
once in the first half, but 

our lead should have 
been bigger except for 
unforced errors,” noted 
South Davidson coach 
Kim Frizzell. “Then we 
had a major lapse in the 
third quarter when we got 
away from our hustle and 
started turning the ball 
over while we couldn’t 
buy a basket, and that 
allowed Chatham Central 
to make a big run to take 
control.

“We did manage to 
regroup in the fourth 
quarter, moving the ball 
well and chipping away 
at their press, but by that 
time the deficit was just 
too much to overcome.”

Back-to-back Harrison 
treys to begin the game 
got the Lady Wildcats off 
to a 6-0 start before the 
Lady Bears trimmed the 
difference to 12-11 by the 
end of  the initial period.

Murchison’s 
three-pointer from the left 
corner to open the second 
stanza gave Chatham 
Central its only lead of  
the first half  prior to 
South Davidson using 
Carmen Duffy’s layup 
and a put-back in the lane 
by Heather Gallimore 
to regain the advantage. 
The Lady Wildcats then 
outscored their host 9-5 
over the remainder of  the 
quarter to go up 25-19 at 
the break.

But following a pair of  
Hudson free throws that 
offset Harrison’s put-
back off the left baseline 
to start the third period, 
Murchison and Stilwell 
combined for 14 points 
while the Lady Bears 
used a 20-0 quarter-end-
ing run to forge a 41-27 
lead by the conclusion of  
the stanza, and the visi-
tors from Denton never 
got closer than 15 over 
the last eight minutes 
until consecutive treys 
by Harrison and Kamryn 
Oakes in the closing sec-
onds accounted for the 
final spread.

Chatham Central 
seizes YVC 
victory over 

South Davidson
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combined for seven 
points as Northwood 
closed out the initial 
stanza with a 14-2 run.

A pair of  Bland foul 
shots with 5:38 remain-
ing in the second period 
capped an 8-0 Lady 
Chargers’ spurt that ex-
tended their advantage 
to 19 before Headen’s 
put-back off the right 
baseline sparked a 10-3 
quarter-ending burst by 
the Lady Jets’ that nar-
rowed the gap to 25-13 at 
halftime.

Following Natalie 

Bell’s conventional 
three-point play that 
increased Northwood’s 
lead to 40-15 with 2:21 
left in the third stanza, 
J-M rallied behind Glov-
er and Headen to pull 
within 42-23 entering 
the last eight minutes 
of  play.

But the only points 
Jordan-Matthews could 
muster in the fourth 
period came on Glover’s 
put-back off the right 
baseline at the 5:59 
mark while the Lady 
Chargers continued 
to pull away down the 
stretch, with the final 
score representing their 
largest advantage of  the 
night.

EASE
Continued from page B1

Staff photo by David Bradley

Chatham Central’s Mary-Grace Murchison shoots through a pack of Eastern Randolph players in last 
Monday’s game in Ramseur. Despite the valiant effort of the team, the Bears were clawed by the 
Wildcats, 71-38.

Eastern Randolph’s Savannah Beaver tries to strip 
the ball from Chatham Central’s Danielle Vaughn 
as her teammates Addie Fields (14) and Savannah 
Stilwell stand by to assist in last Monday’s game in 
Ramseur.

Staff photo by David Bradley

Lady Chargers 
pluck Eagles 56-16 

in laugher

Jets soar past Wildcats in 
PAC 7 Conference opener

BY DUCK DUCKSON
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — While 
seizing early momentum 
can get you off to a good 
start, being able to main-
tain it is what matters the 
most.

After falling behind in 
the first minute-and-a-
half  of  play, Jordan-Mat-
thews ran off 12 unan-
swered points to take 
control and never allowed 
Eastern Randolph to 
mount a serious chal-
lenge as the Jets placed 
four starters in double 
figures while gliding to a 
61-49 PAC 7 2A Conference 
triumph Tuesday evening 
on John Phillips Court.

Winning its league 
opener, J-M climbed to 
4-2 for the season, while 
the Wildcats slipped to 0-1 
in the conference and 2-4 
overall.

Jayden Davis led 
Jordan-Matthews’ of-
fense with 20 points and 
Camden Fuquay collected 
14, while Huston Causey 
and Jacquez Thompson 
finished with 10 apiece. 
The Jets connected on 25-
of-56 (45%) of  their field 
goal attempts but were 
edged out 28-27 on the 
glass while turning the 
ball over 20 times.

Osiris Ross came off the 
bench to top Eastern Ran-
dolph with 11 points while 
Kaeman Marley added 
10. Although the Wildcats 
shot 15-of-42 (36%) from 
the floor, they were ham-
pered by 29 turnovers.

“After we spotted 
Eastern Randolph a 
couple of  quick baskets, 
our defensive press 
took over by forcing 
turnovers that allowed 
us to get out and run,” 
said J-M coach Rodney 
Wiley. “We transitioned 
from defense to offense 
very well tonight which 
led to a lot of  easy 
baskets, but our own 
turnovers kept us from 
stretching the lead.

“For us to be successful 
we need balanced scor-
ing,” said Wiley, “prefer-
ably with three-to-four 

guys in double figures, 
and I was really pleased 
we had four players fill 
that need this evening. 
Huston gave our offense a 
big spark in the first quar-
ter while Jayden led us 
all night, Camden played 
his usual strong game 
around the basket and 
Jacquez had a big game in 
the paint.”

Wildcats’ coach 
LaShawn Robinson 
explained his team is still 
trying to develop chemis-
try and find its identity as 
a group.

“We’ve got some talent, 
but we’re inexperienced,” 
related Robinson. “We 
continue working on 
putting it all together 
and understanding how 
to sustain momentum. 
We need to approach the 
game with more urgency 
and rebound better, be-
cause when you don’t do 
a good job on the boards 
it makes your opponent’s 
transition game a lot 
easier.”

Following a trey 
from the right wing by 
Landon Collins and 
Landon Loflin’s put-back 

in the lane that staked 
Eastern Randolph to 
a quick 5-0 advantage, 
back-to-back Causey 
three-pointers ignited 
Jordan-Matthews’ 12-0 
run and the Jets would 
never trail again.

After extending its 
lead to 18-10 on Thomp-
son’s jumper off the left 
baseline to close out the 
first quarter, J-M went 
up 23-14 on a Davis trey 
from the left corner with 
5:44 to go in the second 
stanza before the Wildcats 
trimmed the gap to five on 
Cade Snotherly’s layup at 
the 3:42 mark.

But a Davis fast break 
layup with 29.2 seconds 
remaining in the opening 
half  allowed Jordan-Mat-
thews to rebuild a nine-

point cushion (31-22) at 
intermission.

Consecutive Marley 
layups three minutes 
into the third period got 
Eastern Randolph within 
35-29 prior to the Jets 
capping off the quar-
ter with a 6-2 spurt to 
reestablish a double-digit 
advantage entering the 
final stanza.

A Collins jumper 
from the right wing 
with 5:41 to play once 
again drew the Wildcats 
within six at 44-38, but 
a Davis three-pointer 
from the right side two 
minutes later climaxed 
a 9-0 J-M burst that gave 
Jordan-Matthews its 
biggest lead of  the night 
to put the contest out of  
reach.

BY DON BEANE
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Gi-
anna McManaman  and 
Natalie Bell collected 11 
points apiece here Fri-
day night in Pittsboro 
to spark Northwood to 
a 56-16 rout of  hapless 
Western Harnett in area 
non-conference girl’s 
basketball action.

“Good win and we 
were able to work on 
some things we put in 
this week on defense (1-
3-1 trap),” said Vernon. 
“But it was our first 
home game finally after 
having a number of  
away non-conference 
games so it was im-
portant to the girls to 
perform well in front of  
the home crowd and I 
think they did that.”

The Lady Chargers 
moved to 4-3 overall 
with the victory after 
outscoring the visiting 
Eagles 12-4 in the open-
ing period behind five 
points from Jy Smith 
including a trey, four 
more from Bland, and a 
3-pointer from Mckenna 
Snively. Makiya Mackey 
had all four points for 
the Eagles in the open-
ing quarter.

McManaman was a 

highlight show in the 
second quarter with 
nine points including 
a trey to spark an 18-1 
run by the Chargers 
to send the locals up 
by a commanding 30-5 
count at the intermis-
sion.

Natalie Bell and Rae 
McClarty both tallied 
4 points in the third to 
ignite a 17-2 run to send 
the Chargers up 47-7 en-
tering the final stanza.

Bell pumped in 5 
more in the fourth 
including a trey to make 
the final 56-16.

Caitlin Bailey chipped 
in eight rebounds in 
the win for Northwood 
while McManaman and 
Smith each added three 
steals.

Mackey paced West-
ern Harnett with six 
points.

“It’s good to see the 
scoring distribution 
amongst the team 
tonight,” closed Ver-
non. “We have a quick 
turnaround as we play 
Jordan Mathews tomor-
row and I know they 
are going to be hungry 
when the come here 
tomorrow. So we have 
got to be prepared and 
bring the same energy 
they will have.”

(off Hwy 64 between Ramseur and Siler City, Watch for Signs)

KILDEE FARM

936 Kildee Church Rd. 
(919) 742-5102

Pro-Kleen Dry Cleaners
601 East Third Street

Siler City
(919) 663-3667

Alterations

• Hems
• Zippers & Buttons
• Ripped Seams
• Letting Pants &
  Dresses Out
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NCHSAA State Championship Football Recaps
BY DON BEANE

News + Record Staff

1A Championship – 
Robbinsville nabs 
number 14 with 
45-14 victory over 
Northampton

The Black Knights of  
Robbinsville ran off the 
first 31 points of  the game 
on their way to a 45-14 
victory over Northampton 
County in the 1A State 
Championship Game in 
Durham at Brooks Sta-
dium at Duke University 
on Saturday. The victory 
earned Robbinsville the 
program’s 14thNCHSAA 
State Championship and 
first since 2014. 

Rylee Anderson was 
the star for Robbinsville 
scoring the game’s first 
three touchdowns to push 
his team out to a 21-0 
lead with 9:02 to go in the 
second quarter. Anderson 
cashed in two additional 
runs in the second half  
on his way to a fantastic 
34 carry, 176 yard and five 
score stat line. He was 
named the game’s Most 
Valuable Player. 

Robbinsville also had 
a great rushing perfor-
mance by Lex Hooper 
who carried 14 times for 
125 yards including his 20-
yard run to put Robbins-
ville up 38-14 early in the 
fourth. While the rushing 
attack was dominant for 
the Black Knights, their 
defense played exception-
ally, only allowing the 
Jaguars 65 yards via the 
ground and 53 through 
the air. 

Northampton Coun-
ty got on the board in 
the third quarter with 
Na’Jae Newsom hauling 
in a 23-yard scoring pass 
from Zion Kendall. Just 
over two minutes later 
Kendall broke free for a 
15-yard touchdown run. 
The Jaguars finished the 
season 11-4, they were 5-1 
in the Tar Roanoke 1A 
Conference. Northampton 
County reached the state 
championship for the first 
time in school history and 
only the second time any 
school from the county 
made it to the finals, 
matching the 2005 team 
from Northampton-West. 

Robbinsville wrapped 
up the year 15-0, they were 
6-0 as the champions of  
the Smoky Mountain 1A 
Conference. The Black 
Knights made the pro-
gram’s 17th appearance in 
an NCHSAA state champi-
onship game. 

1AA Championship – 
East Surry dethrones 
Tarboro 56-28 winning 
first state title

The East Surry Cardi-
nals got seven touchdown 
passes from senior quar-
terback Jefferson Boaz to 
knock off Tarboro 56-28 
and win the program’s 
first state football champi-
onship in Durham on Sat-
urday at Duke University. 
Boaz threw for 478 yards 
and seven scores, complet-
ing 33 of  42 passes on his 
way to being named the 
1AA Championship Game 
Most Valuable Player. 

Boaz set new state 
championship game 
neutral site records for 
most passing yards in a 
game, most completions in 
a game and most touch-
down passes in a game in 
the effort. Stephen Gosnell 
and Landon Stevens 
hauled in the majority 
of  Boaz’ passes Gosnell 
grabbed 13 for 206 yards 

and two scores. Stevens 
pulled down 10 passes for 
179 yards and two touch-
downs. 

The Cardinals and 
Vikings traded first 
quarter touchdowns, with 
both teams scoring twice 
in the opening quarter. 
Stevens broke the ice 
on a 39-yard heave from 
Boaz just a minute and 
11 seconds into the first 
quarter. Tarboro took the 
ensuing possession and 
tied the game on a 63-yard 
sprint by Khalil Staton. 
Seven plays later, Gosnell 
answered for East Surry, 
going 41 yards on a pass 
from Boaz with 5:08 to go 
in the first. Thenk Kimani 
McDaniels slipped 21 
yards to the house to knot 
the game at 14 heading to 
the second quarter.

Initially in the second 
quarter it appeared nei-
ther team would stop the 
other, as East Surry took 
a 21-14 lead on a one-yard 
sneak by Boaz with 7:43 
to go in the half. Just two 
plays later, Travis John-
son ripped off a 59-yard 
touchdown run to bring 
Tarboro back even again 
with 7:09 to go. But after 
that Tarboro touchdown, 
East Surry went on to 
score 28 unanswered 
points, all on Boaz touch-
down tosses, to pull out to 
a 49-21 advantage early in 
the fourth quarter.

Dillon Mosley grabbed 
two of those touchdowns 
passes in the 28-point run 
and capped off the night 
with an 11-yard scoring 
reception to round out is 6 
catch, 42 yard night. East 
Surry’s defense success-
fully limited the powerful 
Tarboro rushing attack, 
holding all four primary 
backs to under 100 yards 
rushing, though Tarboro 
still managed to rush for 
242 yards in the game. 

Tarboro finished the 
year 14-1, they were 6-0 
in the Coastal Plains 1A 
Conference where they 
were the champions. The 
Vikings made the school’s 
tenth appearance in an 
NCHSAA state champion-
ship game. 

East Surry wrapped up 
the season 15-0, they went 
5-0 in the Northwest 1A 
Conference, winning the 
league title. The Eagles 
won the Western Regional 
for the second time in pro-
gram history and claimed 
the program’s first state 
championship.

2A Championship – 
Reidsville shuts out 
Northeastern 14-0 
to win 18th State 
Championship

The Reidsville Rams 
were dominant defensive-
ly and worked together 
just enough offense to 
overcome Northeastern 
for the second year in a 
row and win the school’s 
18th NCHSAA State 
Football Championship 
on Saturday in Winston 
Salem. The Rams nipped 
Northeastern just one 
year ago, a come from 
behind win, 31-28.

This year, the Rams 
jumped out in front early 
and rode a strong defen-
sive effort to the cham-
pionship. Lionel Long 
pounded his way into the 
endzone with 1:38 to go 
in the first quarter to put 
Reidsville in front 7-0. 
Long was the workhorse 
for the Rams, carrying the 
ball 31 times for 156 yards 
and a single score. He was 
chosen as the game’s Most 
Valuable Player.

The only other touch-

down in the game came 
in the closing minutes of  
the first half  when Kyle 
Pinnix scampered 19 yards 
for a score to put the Rams 
up 14-0. Defensively, the 
Rams were led by Jiheem 
Hooper who accounted for 
7 tackles. Stevion Harri-
son also had a good outing 
for Reidsville with a pair 
of  sacks in the game, 
helping his team to hold 
Northeastern to just 101 
yards rushing.

Reidsville outgained 
the Eagles 324-135, and 
the Eagles were led by 
Holden Hogde who rushed 
15 times to gain 54 yards. 
He also threw for 31 yards 
in the game. Northeast-
ern finished the season 
12-4 and 4-1 in the North-
eastern Coastal 2A. The 
Eagles reached the State 
Championship game for 
the third time in program 
history.

Reidsville wrapped 
up their season 15-1, the 
Rams were 4-0 in the Mid-
State 2A where they were 
the league champions. 
Reidsville appeared in the 
State Championship game 
for the 24th time in school 
history and won a state 
record 18th State Champi-
onship.

2AA Championship 
– Shelby knocks out 
Salisbury 34-0 for 11th 
NCHSAA State Title

The Golden Lion 
defense was absolutely 
impenetrable in the 2AA 
State Championship Game 
as Shelby held Salisbury 
to -6 yards rushing for the 
game on Saturday morn-
ing at Wake Forest Uni-
versity in Winston Salem, 
lifting the Golden Lions to 
back-to-back titles and the 
program’s 11th NCHSAA 
crown.

Malaki Hamrick led the 
Shelby defense with eight 
tackles in the game, in-
cluding two for a loss. Jack 
Hollifield also added eight 
tackles in the effort as the 
Lions only gave up three 
first downs in the game.

Ja’hari Mitchell opened 
the scoring with 5:53 to go 
in the first quarter, cross-
ing the plane from four 
yards out to put Shelby up 
7-0. He scored two more 
times on just six total 
carries and 24 yards as he 
was selected as the game’s 
Most Valuable Player.

Mitchell also threw a 
touchdown pass, finding 
Nick Stites from nine 
yards out in the fourth 
quarter for the game’s 
final score.

Shelby quarterback 
Isaiah Bess was also 
spectacular, completing 17 
of  27 passes for 212 yards 
and one score as he found 
Diavonni Daley from 38 
yards out in the second 
quarter to push the Lions 
lead to 20-0.

Salisbury was unable to 
muster much offensively, 
outgained in the game by 
Shelby 359-39. The Golden 
Lions defense held Salis-
bury to the fewest yards 
ever allowed in an NCH-
SAA State Championship 
Game since record keeping 
began in 1989. The 39-yard 
allowance was ten fewer 
than the previous mark of  
49 yards allowed set by Rob-
binsville in 1992 when they 
held Lakewood scoreless in 
the 1A Championship.

Salisbury finished the 
season 13-3. The Hornets 
finished 7-2 in the Central 
Carolina 2A Conference 
and were tied for second 
in the league. The Hornets 
reached the State Champi-
onship game for the fourth 

time in program history.
Shelby wrapped the 

year 14-1, a perfect 6-0 
mark in Southwestern 2A 
Conference play, winning 
the league championship. 
The Golden Lions won the 
program’s 11th NCHSAA 
State Championship and 
made their 16th appear-
ance in an NCHSAA State 
Championship Game.

3A Championship – 
Charlotte Catholic 
pulls away from 
Southern Nash late to 
win third

Charlotte Catholic 
stormed past Southern 
Nash with 20 fourth quar-
ter points on their way to 
a 23-7 victory and a third 
straight State Champi-
onship at Carter-Finley 
Stadium in Raleigh. The 
victory was the school’s 
seventh NCHSAA State 
Football Championship.

Paul Neel managed to 
grind out two touchdowns 
in the late stages to help 
Charlotte Catholic pull 
away. He rushed 27 times 
for 156 yards and two 
scores, both in the fourth 
quarter. Neel’s first touch-
down run of 39 yards with 
11:53 to go in the fourth 
put the Cougars in front 
10-7. Then with 6:23 to go, 
he capped off a seven-play, 
41-yard drive with a six-
yard touchdown plunge 
to go up 17-7. Neel was 
named the game’s Most 
Valuable Player.

Southern Nash had 
several opportunities to 
put Charlotte Catholic 
behind early during the 
quickly played first half, 
but the Cougar defense 
came up big, including a 
goal line stand in the sec-
ond quarter, to keep the 
game scoreless through 
the opening half. The 
Cougar defense was quite 
stingy throughout the 
game, holding the prolific 
ground attack of  Southern 
Nash to just 157 yards for 
the day. 

Quinton Cooley, the 
state’s leading rusher 
this year according to 
MaxPreps, gave Southern 
Nash the lead 7-3 with 
3:17 to go in the third with 
a 1-yard touchdown run 
that polished off a nine-
play, 79-yard drive. Cooley 
had to work for every 
inch, rushing 19 times for 
79 yards in the game.

Southern Nash fin-
ished the season 15-1. The 
Firebirds were 5-0 and 
champions of  the Big East 
3A Conference, reaching 
the state finals for the first 
time in program history.

Charlotte Catholic 
earned the program’s sev-
enth NCHSAA State Title 
and third state champion-
ship in a row. The Cougars 
finished their year 12-3, 6-1 
in the Southern Carolina 
3A Conference, where 
they were the runners-up.

3AA Championship – 
Weddington finishes 
perfect, stops Lee 
County 34-14

The Weddington War-
riors got four touchdowns 
from star running back 
Will Shipley as they took 
care of  Lee County 34-14 
to win back-to-back 3AA 
State Championships at 
Carter-Finley Stadium in 
Raleigh on Saturday. The 
Warriors did most of  their 
damage on the ground, 
outrushing Lee County 
256-105 in the game behind 
a strong effort from the 
Warriors offensive line. 

Shipley was dynamic 
at running back, carry-

ing the ball 26 times and 
gaining 256 yards in the 
game. He scored four 
touchdowns, breaking 
several long runs in the 
game. Shipley opened the 
scoring with 8:20 to go in 
the first quarter, plunging 
in from four yards out. 
He also had scoring runs 
of  67, 2 and 22 yards on 
his way to being named 
the game’s Most Valuable 
Player. 

After Shipley’s first 
touchdown, both teams 
failed to score until 
Bryson Parker scooped 
up a blocked punt and 
returned it 26 yards for a 
touchdown to put Wed-
dington in front 14-0. Ship-
ley’s 67-yard score came 
after the ensuing Yellow 
Jacket possession stalled 
quickly and opened the 
gap to 21-0 with just 4:26 to 
go in the half.

Lee County bounced 
back after the long run 
by Shipley, driving seven 
plays and 43 yards to 
cash in on a one-yard run 
by Colin Johnson that 
trimmed the Warrior lead 
to 21-7. After a missed 
field goal by Weddington 
near the end of  the half, 
it looked like Lee County 
had some momentum go-
ing into the locker room. 

The Jackets forced a 
turnover on the opening 
possession of the second 
half for Weddington. Six 
plays later, Johnson found 
Jaylen Chalmers for a 
44-yard touchdown pass 
and Lee County closed the 
gap to 21-14. However, that 
was as close as Lee County 
would get as Shipley found 
pay dirt two more times to 
extend Weddington out to a 
comfortable 34-14 margin. 

Lee County finished the 
season 15-1, they were 5-0 
as the champions of  the 
Tri-County 6 3A. The Yel-
low Jackets reached the 
state finals for the seventh 
time in school history and 
the first time in 45 years 
back when the school was 
known as Sanford Central.

Weddington won the 
program’s third state 
championship and their 
second in a row. The 
Warriors wrapped up the 
year 16-0, they were 7-0 
as the champions in the 
Southern Carolina 3A 
Conference. Weddington 
won the Western Regional 
Final for the fourth time 
in program history.

4A Championship 
– East Forsyth goes 
back-to-back with 
24-21 victory over 
Cardinal Gibbons

Cardinal Gibbons 
struck first, but ultimate-
ly, East Forsyth held the 
Crusaders off with a 24-21 
victory in the 4A State 
Championship game, 
earning the school’s sec-
ond straight state cham-
pionship and third overall 
Kenan Stadium in Chapel 
Hill on Saturday.

Ty’shaun Lyles was the 
4A Championship Most 
Valuable Player for the 
second year in a row, lead-
ing the Eagles offensively 
with a pair of  touchdown 
throws on 10 for 16 passing 
with 171 yards. He also 
rushed 17 times for 63 
yards in the game. 

Jacob Gill got the 
scoring going as Cardinal 
Gibbons took their open-
ing possession eight plays 
and 56 yards, polished 
off when Gill hauled in 
a nine-yard scoring toss 
from Andrew Harvey. The 
throw gave the Crusaders 
an early 7-0 lead, but East 
Forsyth responded late in 
the quarter.

The two teams trad-
ed possessions until 
East Forsyth drove five 
plays and 65 yards in the 
latter part of  the opening 
quarter. The Eagles got 
on the board thanks to a 
59-yard pass from Lyles to 
Jamison Warren with 1:58 
to go in the quarter, tying 
the game at seven.

Gibbons jumped back in 
front early in the second 
quarter when Harvey hit 
Cameron Noble for 40 
yards and a score with just 
36 seconds gone in the sec-

ond frame. However, East 
Forsyth responded quick-
ly as Lyles connected with 
Warren a second time, this 
one from 56 yards out to 
knot the score at 14 with 
6:01 to go in the half. 

The Eagles got a good 
bounce on the ensuing 
Crusader possession, as 
Jordan Timmons scooped 
up a Gibbons fumble and 
rumbled nine yards for a 
score to give East Forsyth 
its first lead of  the game. 
The Eagles carried the 
lead into the locker room 
and added to it in the third 
quarter when Andrew 
Conrad chipped through a 
31-yard field goal to extend 
their lead to 24-14 with 4:33 
to go in the third. 

Cardinal Gibbons did 
not go away quietly, as the 
Crusaders marched 10 
plays and 80 yards capped 
off by an eight-yard touch-
down pass from Harvey to 
Cameron Noble with just 
3:42 to play, but the Eagles 
managed to hold Gibbons 
out of  field goal range in 
the final two minutes to 
seal the victory.

Cardinal Gibbons 
finished the season 12-3, 
the Crusaders were 5-1 
in the Cap 7 4A Confer-
ence where they were the 
runners-up. The program 
reached the NCHSAA 
State Championship game 
for the first time in school 
history, winning their first 
regional final. 

East Forsyth wrapped 
up the year 13-2, the 
Eagles were 3-2 in the 
Central Piedmont 4A. 
East Forsyth won the 
program’s third Western 
Regional Championship 
and collected their third 
state championship. 

4AA Championship 
– Vance collects 
school’s first title with 
24-3 triumph over 
Leesville Road

The Vance Cougars 
relied on their stifling 
defense to thwart Leesville 
Road in the 4AA Champi-
onship game 24-3 on Sat-
urday at Kenan Stadium 
in Chapel Hill, earning 
the program’s first State 
Championship.

The Cougars dominated 
the line of  scrimmage, 
holding the Pride to just 
80 yards of  total offense in 
the game. Power Echols 
was named the game’s 
Most Valuable Player, 
leading the Cougars in 
tackles with 6.5 for the 
day, including 1.5 tackles 
for loss. He also rushed 
twice for 16 yards and a 
touchdown.

Vance opened the scor-
ing with an 84-yard explo-
sion for touchdown when 
Austin Grier found Jordan 
Payne for a score, capping 
off a drive that started at 
the Cougar four-yard line. 
Leesville responded early 
in the second quarter with 
their only points of  the 
game as Noah Burnette 
split the uprights for a 34-
yard field goal to trim the 
lead to 7-3. Melvin Benitez 
answered for the Cougars 
with an 18-yard field goal 
of  his own with just five 
seconds to go in the half, 
putting Vance up 10-3. 

The Cougars closed out 
the game with a pair of  
touchdown runs in the 
fourth quarter. Daylan 
Smothers increased the 
lead with a six-yard scor-
ing run with 9:58 to go that 
gave Vance a 17-3 lead. 
Then with 8:55 to play, 
Echols cashed in a 14-yard 
run just one play after a 
Leesville turnover, to ice 
the game 24-3. 

Leesville Road reached 
the State Championship 
game for the first time 
in program history. The 
Pride finished the season 
13-1, 6-0 in the Cap 7 4A 
Conference where they 
were the champions.

Vance wrapped up their 
year 13-2. The Cougars 
were 5-2 in the I-Meck 4A 
conference. Vance reached 
the state championship 
game for the second time 
in program history and the 
second year in a row, earn-
ing the school’s first foot-
ball state championship.

697 HILLSBORO ST
PIT TSBORO, NC

919.533.6357
GATHEREDHOMEDECOR.COM

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR

FARMHOUSE • PAINT • DIY • CLASSES

Extended Holiday Hours
Tuesday - Saturday, 10am-6pm

15% 
OFF 

All 
Christmas

Tuesday 12/17 - 
Saturday 12/21 

10-5
Late Night Shopping 

12/19 
5-8pm

12/24 and 12/25 
Store Closed

Holiday Hours

DURA-BUILT Portable Buildings 
& Sheds

OPEN
UNDER NEW 

MANAGEMENT

336-633-9688

At the corner of Silk Hope Rd. 
& Hwy 64 E. Siler City, NC

35 Silk Hope Rd.

Barns, Lofted Barns, Utility Sheds, Garden Sheds, Cabins,
Lofted Cabins, Carports, Garages, RV Sheds, She Sheds, Etc.

Buy or 
Rent to Own

No Credit 
Check
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times.
Lanice Hedgepeth came off the bench 

to notch 23 points for the Jets, while 
Camden Fuquay and Jayden Davis 
contributed 10 apiece. J-M connected on 
49% (18-of-37) of  its field goal attempts 
but suffered 22 turnovers.

A total of  52 fouls were called in the 
game, with Jordan-Matthews going to 
the free throw line 20 times and convert-
ing 25-of-37 attempts, while Northwood 
made 21-of-28 charity tosses.

“We know we’re going to get every-
body’s best against us, and Jordan-Mat-
thews came ready to play tonight, exe-
cuted a great game plan and outplayed 
us the first half,” said Northwood coach 
Matt Brown.

“As a result of  all the foul calls we 
ended the first half  with only one start-
er on the floor, but our bench responded 
well and took up the slack. We made ad-
justments to our press break at halftime 
and went to a 2-3 zone that seemed to 
bother J-M and led to some easy baskets 
for us.”

Jets’ coach Rodney Wiley remarked 
both teams had trouble establishing 
momentum due to all the stoppage on 
the court resulting from fouls.

“I thought we were aggressive the 
first half, broke Northwood’s press and 
attacked the rim,” noted Wiley. “But in 
the second half  they took it to us, getting 
in the passing lanes and disrupting us 
while scoring a lot of  transition buckets. 
Their zone caused us to go stagnant on 
offense and we bogged down while at the 
same time they began hitting shots from 
behind the arc to open the game up.”

The Chargers held a couple of  brief  
leads in the first two minutes of  play 
before J-M took control and built as 
much as a four-point advantage on two 
occasions prior to Powell’s conventional 
three-point play with three seconds to go 
in the initial period that pulled North-
wood within 16-15 after one quarter.

After a six-point Jordan-Matthews 
run fueled by back-to-back Hedgepeth 
hoops at the start of  the second stanza 
thrust the Jets into a seven-point lead 
with 6:17 left until intermission, the 
Chargers rallied to seize a 30-29 advan-
tage at the break when Powell canned a 
twisting jumper in the lane in the final 
second of  the half.

With Ross responsible for eight points 
over the first three minutes of  the third 
period, Northwood opened up a 40-33 
lead which grew to 50-37 less than two 
minutes later following consecutive 
McAfee-Marion three-pointers from the 
left wing.

Before the quarter was over Ross 
would score eight points over the last 
36.8 seconds to help the Chargers ex-
pand their advantage to 63-42 heading 
into the final frame.

Northwood then forged its biggest 
lead of  the evening at 80-51 on Aidan 
McLandsborough’s free throw with 3:35 
left in the game and J-M never got its 
deficit under 19 the rest of  the way.

CHARGERS
Continued from page B1

Eastern Randolph girls surge late 
to pull away from Jordan-Matthews

BY DUCK DUCKSON
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — When your tank is 
running on empty, you’ve gone about 
as far as you can go.

After battling Eastern Randolph to 
a virtual standoff at halftime, Jor-
dan-Matthews appeared to run out 
a gas in the third quarter and never 
could regain its early intensity to 
fuel a second-half  comeback as J-M 
dropped a 51-38 PAC 7 2A Conference 
decision to the Lady Wildcats Tues-
day night in Frank N. Justice Gym-
nasium.

Eastern Randolph improved to 2-0 in 
the league standings and 4-2 overall, 
whereas the Lady Jets lost their fifth 
straight outing while falling to 0-1 in 
the conference and 1-5 for the season.

Freshman point guard Brecken Sno-
therly poured in 22 points and Savan-
nah Beaver chipped in 10 for the Lady 
Wildcats, who shot 41 percent (20-of-49) 
from the floor and held a 33-25 advan-
tage in rebounds while committing 16 
turnovers.

Makayla Glover notched a dou-
ble-double for Jordan-Matthews with 
11 points and 14 boards, while Jasmine 
Scotten and Ellia Wright contributed 
10 points apiece. J-M connected on 
29% (14-of-48) of  its field goal attempts 

while turning the ball over 14 times.
“Maybe because we were playing 

on consecutive nights, but we came 
out sluggish and a little flat to start 
the game,” remarked Eastern Ran-
dolph coach Brett Snotherly. “While 
we didn’t play our best basketball we 
found a way to win, but credit J-M 
for coming out and playing hard. At 
halftime we discussed focusing on 
boxing out and doing a better job 
running the offense, which resulted 
in more rebounds in the second half  
and taking better care of  the ball, 
while we dug in on defense and our 
man-to-man pressure started forcing 
turnovers that let us extend our 
lead.”

Lady Jets’ coach Charles Byrd com-
mented he felt the biggest difference in 
the second half  was his team’s lack of  
stamina.

“I think we got tired midway 
through the third quarter and didn’t 
have enough energy left to make a run 
after Eastern Randolph made theirs,” 
said Byrd. “Their man-to-man gave 
us problems in the second half  and 
caused us to get away from our motion 
offense principles like cutting and 
screening. We’re coming along offen-
sively but need to be in better shape to 
perform.”

The Lady Wildcats opened up a 

6-0 lead in the first three minutes of  
play and never trailed throughout a 
low-scoring first half  until Wright’s 
jumper in the lane with 1:03 to go be-
fore intermission gave J-M the advan-
tage at 16-15.

But Eastern Randolph would then 
retake the lead at the break when 
Snotherly scored on a drive from the 
right wing with 3.2 seconds showing on 
the clock.

Following a pair of  Wright free 
throws with 5:37 left in the third 
stanza that forged the third and final 
tie of  the night at 22-all, Beaver’s lane 
jumper 12 seconds later put the Lady 
Wildcats in front for good, and behind 
10 points from Snotherly in the frame 
Eastern Randolph went on to build 
a 35-28 advantage by the end of  the 
period.

Beaver’s jumper in the lane with 4:47 
remaining in the contest capped an 8-0 
Lady 

Wildcats’ run to start the fourth 
quarter that stretched their lead to 15 
and Jordan-Matthews could never get 
the margin under 13 the rest of  the 
way.

Eastern Randolph eventually seized 
its biggest advantage of  the evening 
with 1:37 to play when a pair of  Lilly 
Whitaker charity tosses put the Lady 
Wildcats up 51-34.

Lady Chargers say good night 
to Knights in league opener

BY DON BEANE
News + Record Staff

DURHAM — Starting the 
conference season on a high 
note is always on the check-
list of  every coach.

Check that off the list for 
Northwood girl’s basketball 
coach Cameron Vernon.

Vernon’s Lady Char-
gers traveled to Northern 
Durham on Tuesday evening 
and dealt the Knights a 49-33 
beat down in the 3A Big 
Eight Conference opener for 
both clubs.

Northwood improved to 
1-0 in league play and to 
3-3 overall with the victory 
while Northern Durham 
slipped to 0-1 in the Big 
Eight and to 4-3 overall.

While Vernon was happy 

with the win, he wasn’t 
pleased with the focus of  
his young club and the play 
overall.

“Our first conference win, 
but I really wasn’t happy 
with our focus and effort,” 
said Vernon. “I don’t know 
if  we came ready to play 
tonight or if  we were more 
concerned where we were 
eating after the game. We 
didn’t get after it on defense 
and we missed so many 
point blank shots. We have 
to learn to be focused night-
ly and come ready to play 
games especially in confer-
ence.”

A sluggish start by the 
Chargers resulted in an 8-4 
lead after eight minutes of  
action as Maya Hood tallied 
all of  the Northern Durham 

points in the period.
Northwood freshman Te-

keyah Bland took over in the 
second quarter and pumped 
in eight points while Jyrea 
Smith added a trey to ignite 
a 15-11 advantage and extend 
the lead to 23-15 at the break. 
Hood continued to be a one 
player show for the Knights 
with seven more points in 
the second.

Methodically the Char-
gers continued to grind 
away and used a 16-12 
spurt in the third behind 
four point from Bland and 
Mackenna Snively, and 
a three-pointer from Rae 
McClarty to pull in front 
39-27 at entering the fourth. 
Hood had five for Northern 
Durham in the quarter.

In the final period, Zaria 

Pittman canned six points 
for the Knights but Snively 
countered with five as the 
Chargers closed out the 49-
33 win.

Bland had 12 points to 
lead the Northwood scoring 
attack while Snively added 
11 and McClarty seven. 
Caitlin Bailey chipped in six 
rebounds for the Chargers 
while Smith added four 
steals.

Hood led all scorers with 
18 points for Northern 
Durham.

“We play in a very com-
petitive league and every 
night is a dog fight,” closed 
Vernon. “We will go back 
to the drawing board and 
stress this in tomorrow’s 
practice and hopefully it will 
be better.”

See Us For:
Commercial Refrigeration

Heating & Air Conditioning

Sales & Service

LANGLEY
Refrigeration Company

Ph: 742-2777

• Install and Repair Septic Systems

• Pump Existing Septic Tanks

• All Sorts of Backhoe Work

• Specializing in Bush Hogging

• Ponds, Ditches & Driveways

Call Monty Justice 
@ (919) 545-4107

CROSSROADS BACKHOE SERVICE

ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

GRADING AND HAULING

Siler City, NC • 919-548-3064

CHRIS CAVINESS

GRAVEL • TOPSOIL • POND • MULCH • FILL DIRT
DRIVEWAY • LAND CLEARING • SITE DEVELOPMENT

Advertise Your Business in the Service Directory 

for ONLY $20 PER WEEK!

Find the help you need in the Services Directory of

Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232

• 24 Hr. Towing Service

• Insurance Claims Handled

• Collision Repair Specialists

• Have An Accident - Request Campbell’s

• We Pick Up Your Vehicle & Handle Insurance & Repairs

129 N. Chatham Ave.  • Siler City  
919-742-2504

WICKER’S PAWN SHOP 

Open Mon.-Sat Thru Christmas
Owner: Robert Wicker
Four Wheeler Sales 

and Repair



DECEMBER 19-25, 2019   |   Chatham News + Record   |   B5

Nothing but net!
Northwood’s 
Jalen 
Mcafee-
Marion 
comes up 
for a basket 
in last 
Tuesday’s 
game 
against 
Northern 
High in 
Pittsboro. 
The 
Chargers’ 77 
points was 
their highest 
scoring total 
this season.

Staff photo by 
David Bradley

Staff photo by David Bradley

Tarion Green comes 
up to defend against 
Northwood’s Kirk 
Haddix while Ryan 
Chavis waits for 
a rebound in last 
Thursday’s junior varsity 
game in Pittsboro.

Staff photo by David Bradley

Chatham Central’s Lindsey Johnson (44) and 
Grace Jones frame Eastern Randolph’s Brooklyn 
Rush as Jones looks for an opening through the 
Wildcat defense last Monday in Ramseur.

Staff photo by David Bradley

Chatham Central’s Michael Moore watches his 
teammate Micah Gurley takes a leap for 2 past 
Eastern Randolph’s Kaeman Marley and Landon 
Loflin (33) in the first quarter last Monday in 
Ramseur. The Bears’ 59-48 win gave them a 3-0 
record in conference play.

Staff photo by David Bradley

Northwood’s Seth Lewis 
blocks the effort of 
Northern High’s Tarion 
Green for a basket last 
Tuesday in Pittsboro in 
the first half of play.

Staff photo by David Bradley

Northwood’s Kirk Haddix, with ball, looks for an opening through the 
defense of Kameron McClellin in last Tuesday’s junior varsity game in 
Pittsboro. The nailbiter came down to the last ten seconds of the game, with 
the Chargers pulling out a 35-34 win.

Northern High’s 
Jacob Cooper 
tries to strip 
the ball from 
Northwood point 
guard Aaron 
Ross in Pittsboro 
last Tuesday 
while teammate 
Jahvarius Carter 
(back) moves 
into position to 
assist. Cooper 
was fouled on 
the play.

Staff photo by David 
Bradley

R E A L T Y

(919) 590-0266 
DOMICILEREALTY.COM

BRIARCHAPELPOTTERSTONEWESTFALLGOVERNORSCLUB
CHAPELRIDGEAMBERLYPITTSBOROWINDFALLFEARRINGTON
THEPRESERVEATJORDANLAKEBYNUMCOLVARDFARMS
GOVERNORSVILLAGELEGENDOAKSCAROLINAPRESERVE
THEHAMPTONSLEGACYATJORDANLAKEHILLSOFROSMONT
CHATHAMPARKWOODHALLSILERCITYGOVERNORSFOREST

BOLD
CONSTRUCTION

buildBOLDnc.com

EXPERTS

CHATHAMCOUNTY
REAL ESTATE

THE

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
314 N. 2nd Avenue, Siler City, NC 27344

www.silercityfbc.org

Tuesday, December 24 • 5:00p.m.

Join us for our annual Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service as we celebrate the season 

of Advent with special music, carol singing 
and communion.

 

 
 
 

 

On behalf of the Chatham Chamber of Commerce, 
THANK YOU  

for sponsoring the Siler City Christmas Parade. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

H & R Block   Chandler Concrete 
Fidelity Bank   Welford Harris Ford 
Farm Bureau   Siler City Pharmacy 
Siler City Center   Carter Bank & Trust 
Aflac - Al Devine   Carolina Stockyards   
Mountaire Farms   Perfection Equipment 
Atwater Law Firm   Tysor Veterinary Clinic 
Randolph Electric   McDonalds Restaurant 
Davenport Energy Harris Realty & Auction 
B.B.&T - Siler City   First Choice Home Care 
Brookwood Farms   Randolph Communications 
Chatham Hospital     
Central Carolina Community College 
United Country/Rogers Auctioneers 
  

THANK YOU! 
 
 
 
 



Sheriff’s office: Phone scam circulating 
county, claiming to be sheriff’s deputies

POLICE REPORTS
CHATHAM COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Maximino Sanchez Jr., 26, of  
Cary, was charged December 
10 for failure to appear. He was 
held under a $200 bond with 
a December 11 court date in 
Pittsboro.

Cody Swaim, 27, was charged 
December 11 with misdemean-
or probation violation. He was 
held under a $5,000 bond with 
a December 30 court date in 
Asheboro.

Ira Hallman, Jr., 46, was 
charged December 11 with 
failure to appear. He was held 
under a $1,000 bond with a 
December 30 court date in 
Asheboro.

Jason Grubbs, 35, of  Pittsboro, 
was charged December 12 
with a governor’s warrant. He 
was held under no bond with 
a December 18 court date in 
Pittsboro.

Timothy Eubanks, 40, of  Siler 
City, was charged December 12 
with failure to appear. He was 
held under a $10,000 bond with 
a December 17 court date in 
Durham.

Ryan Epps, 27, of  Pittsboro, 
was charged December 12 
with failure to appear. He was 
held under a $5,000 bond with 
a December 16 court date in 
Pittsboro.

Marsha Epps, 49, of  Pittsboro, 
was charged December 12 with 
obtaining money by false pre-
tenses and felony conspiracy. 
She was released on a written 
promise with a December 18 

court date in Raleigh.

William Epps Jr., 54, of  Pitts-
boro, was charged December 12 
with obtaining money by false 
pretenses and felony conspira-
cy. He was released on a written 
promise with a December 18 
court date in Raleigh.

Debra Merwin, 36, of  Pittsboro, 
was charged December 13 with 
failure to appear, resisting a 
public officer and violating con-
ditions of  release. She was held 
under a combined $22,000 bond 
with January 6 and January 8 
court dates in Pittsboro.

Tyler Wall, 24, of  Chapel Hill, 
was charged December 13 with 
failure to appear. He was held 
under a $1,000 bond with a 
January 7 court date in Hills-
borough.

Marcus Murphy, 24, of  Lum-
berton, was charged December 
13 with domestic criminal 
trespassing and communicat-
ing threats. He was held under 
a 48-hour hold with a January 8 
court date in Pittsboro.

Kendrick Carter, 27, of  Lum-
berton, was charged December 
13 with possession of  drug par-
aphernalia. He was released on 
a written promise with a Janu-
ary 15 court date in Pittsboro. 

Allen Wedmer, 24, of  Lumber-
ton, was charged December 13 
with possession of  firearm by 
a felon, carrying a concealed 
gun and two counts of  failure 
to appear. He was held under a 
$2,500 bond with a January 14 
court date in Red Springs.

Dennis Green, 55, of  Siler 

City, was charged December 
13 with terrorist threats and 
acts, criminal trespassing and 
obstruction of  law. He was 
released on a written promise 
with a January 6 court date in 
Pittsboro.

Emalda Taylor, 30, of  Siler 
City, was charged December 
13 with failure to appear on a 
misdemeanor, for which she 
was held under a $1,000 bond 
with a January 14 court date 
in Chapel Hill. Additionally, 
she was charged December 13 
with providing fictitious in-
formation to an officer, speed-
ing, driving while license 
revoked, impaired revocation 
and failing to carry a driver’s 
license, for which she was 
held under a $1,000 bond with 
a January 13 court date in 
Asheboro.

David Clodfelter, 44, of  Siler 
City, was taken into custody 
December 13 on true bills of  in-
dictment for obstructing justice 
and intimidating a witness. He 
was held under a $20,000 bond 
with a January 13 court date in 
Pittsboro.

Daniel Kundig, 22, of  Siler City, 
was taken into custody Decem-
ber 13 on a true bill of  indict-
ment of  soliciting a child by 
computer. He was held under a 
$25,000 bond with a January 13 
court date in Pittsboro.

Robert Rhodes, 30, of  Thomas-
ville, was taken into custody 
December 13 on a true bill of  
indictment for breaking or 
entering a motor vehicle. He 
was held under a $10,000 bond 
with a January 13 court date in 
Pittsboro.

John Legg III, 36, of  Sanford, 
was charged December 14 with 
assault with a deadly weapon. 
He was released under a writ-
ten promise with a January 10 
court date in Lillington.

Katherine Pace, 50, of  Chapel 
Hill, was charged December 15 
with assault and battery. She 
was held on a 48-hour domestic 
violence hold with a January 8 
court date in Pittsboro.

SILER CITY POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Robin Fulford, 52, of  Staley, was 
charged December 6 with two 
counts of  failure to appear in 
Randolph County. She was re-
leased under a written promise 
with a January 3 court date in 
Asheboro.

Trajan Jenkins, 21, of  Siler 
City, was charged December 
6 with four counts of  failure 
to appear in Lee County. He 
was held under a $4,000 bond 
with a January 6 court date in 
Sanford.

Robert Griffith of  Siler City was 
cited December 7 for safe move-
ment violation in the Walmart 
parking lot in Siler City.

Hector Lazo of  Siler City was 
cited December 8 for not being 
in possession of  a license on 
South Second Avenue in Siler 
City.

Andrea Villaseca of  Siler City 
was cited December 8 for safe 
movement violation on South 
Second Avenue in Siler City.

Larry Harris Jr., 45, of  Siler 

City, was charged December 
12 with felony possession of  
methamphetamine and pos-
session of  drug paraphernalia 
in Randolph County. He was 
held under a $10,000 bond with 
a December 18 court date in 
Asheboro.

Jeremy Palmer, 36, of  Sanford, 
was charged December 15 
with violation of  a domestic 
violence protective order. 
He was held under a 48-hour 
domestic violence hold with a 
January 28 court date in Siler 
City.

STATE HIGHWAY 
PATROL

Pamela Moran of  Chapel 
Hill was cited December 9 for 
failure to reduce speed on U.S. 
Highway 64 in Pittsboro.

Deborah Sanders of  Pittsboro 
was cited December 10 for fail-
ure to yield on U.S. Highway 15 
in Pittsboro.

Elieser Castillo Nunez of  Rose 
Hill was cited December 10 
for unsafe lane change on U.S. 
Highway 421 in Siler City.

Arnie Young Jr. of  Chapel 
Hill was cited December 11 for 
driving while impaired on Far-
rington Road in Pittsboro.

Wauna Campos of  Apex was 
cited December 11 for failure to 
reduce speed on N.C. Highway 
751 in Pittsboro.

Mason Lupek of  Pittsboro was 
cited December 12 for failure 
to stop at a stop sign on Alston 
Chapel Road in Pittsboro.
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CN+R Staff Reports

The Chatham County 
Sheriff’s Office reported 
Monday night that a “so-
phisticated phone scam” 
is roaming the county, 
with callers claiming to 
be deputies from the sher-
iff’s office.

According to a news 
release, the scam has 
“resurfaced this hol-
iday season.” Several 
residents have reported 
receiving multiple calls 
from people who say 
they’re with the sheriff’s 
office and are urging 
residents to pay money 
to avoid charges or jail 
time.

“The individual is 
providing a fake contact 
number that directs call-
ers to a very profession-
al-sounding automated 
system,” says Corp. 
Robert Pelkey, a real 
Sheriff’s Office deputy 
who quickly identified 
the scam and began 
alerting investigators 
and the public. 

Victims who called 
the phony number were 
greeted with a reassuring 
message stating they had 
reached the Sheriff’s Of-
fice non-emergency line 
before prompting call-
ers to follow additional 
directions. For example, 
“Press 1 to file a report 

or speak with an officer. 
Press 2 to speak with the 
warrant division. Press 3 
for court services. Press 
4 for weapons licensing 
and permits…” and so 
on. 

Any number pressed 
redirects the caller to a 
voicemail option asking 
the victim to leave his 
or her contact informa-
tion and other details. 
Although it may sound 
convincing, real law 
enforcement representa-
tives warn not to trust the 
voice on the other end of  
the line.

“The Chatham 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
will never contact you 
by phone to request 
money to avoid criminal 
charges,” Sheriff ’s Of-
fice fraud investigator 
Mike Copeland said in 

the press release. “This 
is a common scam that 
impacts many jurisdic-
tions, but this one is 
particularly elaborate 
and has already snared 
several victims. The con 
is designed to evoke an 
emotional response in 
order to block logical 
thoughts. Just hang 
up the phone — don’t 
engage in conversa-
tion or be pressured 
into ‘confirming’ any 
personal information, 
purchasing gift cards, 
or providing financial 
card details.” 

When in doubt, indi-
viduals are encouraged 
to call 911 to speak with 
an officer to confirm any 
claims.

“Help spread the word 
to raise awareness of  
these types of  scams and 

remember to look out 
for each other, especial-
ly during the holiday 
season,” Sheriff Mike 

Roberson said in the 
news release. “Phone 
scams are especially 
popular this time of  

year, but staying vigilant 
and informed is key to 
protecting yourself  and 
others.”

919 North Second Ave, Siler City 
919-799-7250

HOURS OF OPERATION
6am-8pm Mon-Fri

 Sat 6am-12pm & Sun 6am-2pm

JOIN US FOR DINNER

919-663-1592

We are located at 
113 W Raleigh Street in downtown 

Siler City!  Come on in and mention 
this ad for a FREE BISCUIT OR 

FREE FRY.  

We thank you for your patronage. We support local farms. We offer 

10% discount for Fire, LEO, EMS, Dispatchers, and Military. 



Chatham commissioners approve tobacco-
free ordinance for all county property

BY ZACHARY 
HORNER

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — The 
Chatham County Board 
of  Commissioners 
followed the lead of  
the Town of  Siler City 
Monday night and made 
a county policy origi-

nating three years ago 
official.

It is now against county 
ordinance to use a tobac-
co product — including 
cigarettes, cigars and 
e-cigarettes and other va-
por products — on county 
property, based on the 
commissioners’ unani-
mous vote.

The county had a 
policy in place prohib-
iting tobacco products 
from use, but it was just 
a policy, not an official 
ordinance. The com-
missioners’ unanimous 
vote makes it an official 
ordinance.

“This is a model that 
we really want to con-

tinue to perpetuate,” 
said Layton Long, the 
county’s public health 
director. “We really want 
Chatham to be on the 
cutting edge of  tobacco 
issues and public health. 
It sends a message that 
Chatham County really 
cares about the health of  
its citizens.”

The Town of  Siler 
City adopted a similar 
policy in September, 
extending its previous 
ban on smoking tobacco 
in municipal buildings 
and vehicles to include 
parks and all town 
property.

The ordinance passed 
by the commissioners 
cited the “health risks 
associated with the use 
of  tobacco products” and 
statistics showing that 
“experimentation with 
and use of  e-cigarettes 
have risen sharply among 
young people.”

George Greger-Holt, 
the community outreach 
coordinator for Chatham 
Drug Free, spoke during 
a public hearing prior to 
the item’s approval and 
specifically referenced 
the possible effect the 
ordinance could have on 
teenagers.

“Young people, es-
pecially young people, 
watch adults all the 
time,” he said. “Watch-
ing an adult use a tobac-
co product — whether 
it’s dip, chew, combus-
tible — normalizes that 
behavior. If  a behavior 
is normalized, then the 
leap from not doing it to 
doing it is much small-
er than the leap if  the 

behavior is not normal-
ized. I think, if  passed, 
it would really help a lot 
of  young people either 
not start smoking or 
use tobacco products, or 
if  they are, it will help 
them see that they need 
to quit.”

New commissioners 
Chairman Karen How-
ard said the ordinance 
was a good one, that 
“anything that we can do 
to forestall (youth use), 
or for people who are 
struggling to quit” was a 
positive step.

Long said that in the 
past few years there 
have been “very little 
complaints” about the 
county policy, and that 
most people who are 
informed will put out 
their cigarettes. Failure 
to do so, according to the 

ordinance, is punishable 
by a fine up to $50, but 
Long said he believed 
there had been no such 
fines assessed across the 
state.

“People will readily 
comply,” he said. “It’s 
pretty much been a 
non-issue as far as 
civil penalties being 
issued.”

The ordinance will go 
into effect on January 2. 
No current signage will 
be changed, Long said, 
because the original 
signs were constructed 
to stay applicable if  the 
policy became an ordi-
nance.

Reporter Zachary Horner 
can be reached at zhorn-
er@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @ZachHorn-
erCNR.

Carbonton Bridge to finally re-open  
BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

GULF — Residents 
who live and travel near 
Carbonton Bridge on 
N.C. Hwy. 42 in Gulf  are 
breathing sighs of  relief, 
finally.

The bridge, which has 
been closed for nearly 
two years to facilitate the 
construction of  a replace-
ment, finally opened 
following a scheduled 
Dec. 17 final inspection, 
according to N.C. Dept. of  
Transportation Resident 
Engineer Garry Phillips. 
Residents lined up at the 
barricades during the 
inspection awaiting the 
results. When the bridge 
reopened, the residents 
drove across honking 
their horns in jubilation.

“It was like a parade,” 
Phillips said. “And just in 
time for Christmas.”

At the time of  its initial 
closure early in 2018, the 
construction of  the new 
bridge, which crosses 
the Deep River on N.C. 
42 where Chatham, Lee 
and Moore counties meet, 
was anticipated to be less 
than a year. The closure 
of  the bridge forced traffic 
to take a detour that trav-
eled south of  the bridge 
on South Carbonton Road 
to Harrington Road, then 

to Steele Bridge Road and 
finally to Plank Road be-
fore returning onto N.C. 
42 east of  the bridge. 

Delays under the orig-
inal contractor, Extreme 
Concrete Cutting of  Gaff-
ney, S.C, began almost at 
the onset of  the $2 million 
project and by year’s end, 
the anticipated finish date 
extended into 2019. As the 

project dragged on, the 
company was required to 
pay extensive liquidation 
fees, charges a contractor 
must pay daily when the 
work exceeds the contract 
period, back to the state 
for the delays. Phillips 
notes that at least $90,000 
in charges have been 
“held back” so far with a 
final due amount pending 

closure of  the contract.
By July, the NCDOT 

had declared the company 
“in default” and “request-
ed the bonding company 
complete the project.” 
The bonding company 
hired Smith-Lowe LLC of  
Mount Airy to complete 
the project in late Au-
gust. Smith-Lowe moved 
quickly and the project, 

which had been less than 
50 percent complete, took 
just over three months to 
finish. 

As the saga dragged 
on, residents in the area 
created a Facebook group, 
“Build Carbonton NC 
Bridge Now!” to both vent 
their frustrations and 
provide updates about the 
construction. Recent posts 
on the page involving the 
anticipated re-opening in-
dicate residents plan to be 
present for the inspection 
and subsequent re-open-
ing to celebrate.

Phillips noted that 
the final tasks that had 

be completed before the 
inspection included some 
shoulder work and lining 
of  the bridge. He hoped 
that the weekend weath-
er would “cooperate” 
and allow the work to be 
complete in time for the 
inspection scheduled for 
Dec. 16, but rain pushed 
it out an extra day until 
Dec. 17 at 10 a.m. Traffic 
on the bridge resumed 
immediately upon com-
pletion of  the inspection 
on Tuesday.

Casey Mann can be 
reached at CaseyMann@
Chathamnr.com.
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Staff photo by David Bradley

Construction is nearly complete on the Carbonton Bridge near Gulf. As the 
guard rail is being completed, wooden forms for the poured concrete are 
being removed near the middle of the bridge.

Staff photo by David Bradley

The entrance onto the newly rebuilt Carbonton 
Bridge shows the intense efforts to complete the 
work. The next steps include completion of the 
guard rail, laying another level of asphalt and to 
score it before the bridge will open.

Staff photo by Zachary Horner

Chatham County Public Health Director Layton 
Long, right, presents the county’s new tobacco-
free ordinance Monday night to the Chatham 
County Board of Commissioners for final approval.

Give the Gift 

of Health 

this Season

Gift Certificates Available

229 E. Raleigh St. Siler City NC 27344

STILLPOINT 
ACUPUNCTURE

Heather McIver, L.Ac.
919-663-1137

MASSAGE 
THERAPY

Erica Diamant, LMBT 16119
984-265-0999

POSITIVE CHANGE HYPNOTHERAPY
Karen Howard, C.Ht

919-214-0209



What do our students need in order to succeed?
Tych Cowdin’s passion 
for teaching, coaching and 
mentoring exemplifies the 
mission of  Communities 
In Schools for Chatham 
County: to give students a 
network of  support and to 
empower them to stay in 
school and achieve in life. 
As the program director for 
CIS’ school-based pro-
grams, Cowdin has spent 
the last five years with 
CIS working in Chatham 
schools to help students 
succeed. His focus is on 
supporting the three CIS 
model schools and Youth 
FIRST programs after 
spending his first years 
with the program as a stu-
dent support specialist at 
Chatham Middle School. 
He also assists with social 
media communications, 
expansion support and 
community engagement. 
Tych arrived in North 
Carolina from Topeka, 
Kansas, after completing 
his undergraduate degree 
at the University of  Kansas 
in 2008 and his Masters of  
Business Administration 
at Washburn University 
in 2011. Tych has held 
a wide variety of  roles 
throughout his profession-
al career, and joined the 
CIS of  Chatham County 
team after two years as an 
Operations Assistant with 
the University of  North 
Carolina football team. 
Tych has been a teacher, 
coach, and mentor, and is 
excited for the opportunity 
to utilize his people skills 
and passion for communi-
ty development. In his free 
time, you can find Tych 
firing up the grill, cheering 
on the Jayhawks, playing 
with his 13-year-old pitbull 
named Slim, and enjoying 
the outdoors with his wife 
Courtney.

You’ve been working 
closely with students for 
a long time. Can you talk 
about the power of a caring 
adult in a student’s life, and 
the importance of engaged 
volunteers in the education 
community?

Close your eyes and take 
a second to think back to 
your childhood. Whose 
voice comes to mind push-
ing you to set big goals for 
yourself?  Who gave you 
encouragement while set-
ting the example for how 
to live a healthy and happy 
life through consistent love 
and support? For many of  
us, we think of our parents 
or relatives, for others it is 
a coach, counselor, church 
member, or family friend. 
For many students in Cha-
tham County, this critical 
influence is absent. With 
no one to turn to for advice, 

experiences, questions 
about life, or someone to 
reflect with — many of our 
children miss out on this 
critical element in their 
development to adulthood.  
Mentors help build up so-
cial capital for their men-
tees — skills, knowledge, 
expertise and information. 
Most importantly, howev-
er, mentors give children 
confidence and support 
when they need it most. 
It’s their super power to 
change the trajectory of a 
young person’s life, and the 
evidence of their magic is 
everywhere. 

Serving Chatham 
County primarily as a 
mentoring agency for over 
30 years, Communities In 
Schools Chatham County 
has generated a large 
network of volunteer 
mentors and program 
alumni whose lives have 
been changed through the 
immeasurable influence 
of  one caring adult. Last 
year we worked with 163 
volunteers who gave an 
astonishing 6,511 service 
hours through various 
roles, including: mentor 
matches, lunch buddies, 
supervising teen court, 
serving on our board of  
directors, and acting as 
supervisors at the numer-
ous community service 
worksites throughout the 
county — to name a few. 
These cherished volun-
teers serve as the pillars 
of  our work, and have 
played a significant role in 
the overall health of  our 
community through their 

years of  engagement. 
Without their continued 
involvement and lead-
ership, our work would 
cease to exist. We must 
never underestimate the 
power of  one caring adult.

Can you talk about CIS’s 
Five Basics, the Whole 
Child, and the role of inte-
grated student supports>

Today, it seems like 
everyone is focused on 
academic achievement 
when judging the overall 
potential for students 
to achieve in school and 
in life. While academic 
achievement is certain-
ly important, we must 
understand what it takes 
for a child to be success-
ful in the classroom. It’s 
not just great teaching. It 
takes a community wide 
effort and investment in 
resources of  integrated 
student supports, and 
starts with what every 
young person deserves, 
the Five Basics. 

1. A one-on-one rela-
tionship with a caring 
adult.

2. A safe place to learn 
and grow.  Many children 
know they’re living in 
a bad, unhealthy place, 
where violence, drugs, 
gangs, unemployment 
and multigenerational 
poverty are common-
place. Every child de-
serves a safe, appropriate 
environment in which to 
learn and pursue their 
dreams.

3. A healthy start and 
a healthy future. Chil-

dren can’t concentrate 
on school work if  they 
are hungry, cold, in 
need of  medical care, or 
have trouble seeing the 
teacher. Basic health 
and human services 
are essential for every 
child. When families are 
themselves in need, it’s 
up to the community to 
step in. We must continue 
to help connect students 
and families with health 
care, food programs, par-
enting resources, mental 
health services, substance 
abuse prevention and 
intervention, sports and 
recreation programs, and 
much more. 

4. A marketable skill to 
use upon graduation. Our 
children must acquire the 
knowledge, self-respect 
and discipline they’ll 
need in order to secure a 
future for themselves and 
their families. Gaining 
marketable skills to use 
upon graduation is a 
critical variable in setting 
students up for success. 

5. A chance to give back 
to peers and community. 
Every child ought to have 
a chance to give back. The 
community must create 
environments for young 
people in which every-
one’s gifts are nurtured, 
and service to others is 
expected and rewarded.

In addition to the Five 
Basics, learning depends 
on the social, emotional, 
physical, and mental 
health of  students. There 
are many systems that 
come together to support 
young people’s learning 
and development, in-
cluding schools, com-
munity organizations, 
health care providers, 
and municipal and state 
agencies. Integrated 
student supports pro-
mote students’ academic 
success by securing and 
coordinating supports 
that target academic and 
non-academic barriers 
to achievement through 
partnership, collabora-
tion, and facilitation of  
evidence-based programs 
that support the Whole 
Child. By utilizing our 
data, adopting a whole 
child approach, and build-
ing on existing systems of  
care we will set our chil-
dren up to succeed both 
inside and outside of  the 
classroom. Let’s continue 
to invest in our youth’s 
social capital through the 
understanding of  the Five 
Basics, consideration of  
the Whole Child, and by 
utilizing existing re-
sources to develop strong 
and strategic integrated 
student supports.

How does CIS do commu-
nity building?

We often find ourselves 
standing in between do-
nors and the communities 
we serve by perpetuating 
the notion that the people 
we serve are “others.” 
Well, it’s not us and them. 
It’s just...us. We are one 
community and each of  
our fates are tied to one 
another. It is more critical 
now than ever to gain the 
understanding that the 
well being of  “others” 
is directly related to the 
wellbeing of  ourselves 
and our community. 
Chatham County is one 
of  the most charitable 
counties in the state, but I 
know we can all do more 
to see ourselves in each 
other. The success of  our 
world depends on us all 
believing that we are all 
interconnected. 

There’s a lot of discussion 
in the community now about 
ACES — Adverse Childhood 
Experiences — and their 
impact. Can you explore 
that for us?

There has been a great 
deal of  research pre-
sented recently linking 
Adverse Childhood 
Experiences (ACES) to 
negative health out-
comes, including risky 
health behaviors, chronic 
health conditions, low life 
potential and early death. 
It’s widely known that 
numerous youth in our 
community experience 
many forms of  ACEs 
growing up: witnessing 
violence, substance abuse, 
mental health needs, 
parental separation or 
incarceration, among 
others. It is true that a 
high number of  ACEs 
negatively impacts social, 
emotional, and cognitive 
development.

Understanding this, 
we must build on the 
strategies to prevent and 
overcome the negative 
consequences of  ACEs 
to develop an adequate 
level of  resilience to see 
us through. We must 
strengthen economic 
supports to families by 

creating greater house-
hold financial security 
and family friendly work 
policies. We must pro-
mote social norms that 
protect against violence 
and adversity. We must 
ensure a strong start for 
children built around the 
Five Basics, consideration 
of  the Whole Child, and 
integrated student/family 
supports. We must build 
stronger connections 
between youth and caring 
adults through mentor-
ing. Much of  this work is 
happening now, but we 
can do so much more! 

Demand for these 
services, resources, and 
connections from both 
schools and families is 
high. At CIS, we are on 
the pulse, and have the 
ability to meet some of  
these evolving needs. But 
it will take innovation, 
creative and collaborative 
problem solving, and a 
resilient mindset to break 
the vicious cycle gener-
ated by generations of  
youth growing up with 
ACEs. The outcome will 
be a community full of  
resilient leaders prepared 
to thrive in a world full of  
evolving challenges and 
opportunities. 

What else can the com-
munity do to support our 
students?

There is great work 
going on throughout 
our community. We see 
it every day. We are all 
doing our best to serve. 
But let’s start utilizing 
each other’s strengths, 
and strengthening areas 
of  weakness, by sharing 
resources and networks 
of  connection to benefit 
the greater good. We can 
achieve so much more by 
working together with 
the belief  that helping 
one helps us all. We are 
growing the leaders of  
tomorrow right here, 
right now. Let’s give our 
students a reason to stick 
around and/or come back 
and lead our community 
forward. Our future de-
pends on it, and the time 
for action is now!
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Tina Martin | Chatham Center for Innovation
CHATHAM COUNTY SCHOOLS EDUCATOR OF THE WEEK

Grades/subjects you 
teach: Instructional 
assistant and adminis-
trative assistant

E-mail address: tmar-
tin@chatham.k12.nc.us

Date, place of birth: 
Chatham County

Education (high school & 
college attended, de-
grees): Jordan-Matthews 
High School, Randolph 
Community College, 
Davidson Community 
College

Brief work history: I 
have served in Chatham 
County Schools for 10 
years. 

Hobbies/interests 
outside of educating: 
Crafting, camping and 
spending time outside.

Family: I am married 
and have two daughters. 

What led you to a career 
in education? I have 
always had a passion 
for helping children 
succeed. Once I had the 
opportunity to work in 
education, I was able 
to fulfill this passion 
through interacting with 
the students at SAGE 
Academy, now known 
as Chatham Center for 
Innovation. 

Has becoming an educa-
tor been all you expected it 
would be? While working 
in the school system I 

have enjoyed my interac-
tion with the students in 
helping them fulfill their 
goals. 

How has education 
changed since you were a 
student? There has been 
a drastic transition in 
education since I was a 
student. I believe that in 
this generation, stu-
dents have easy access 
to technology. With 
this technology-based 
generation, students are 
able to accomplish their 
academic goals as well as 
their professional goals 
a lot easier than when I 
was in school. 

What “makes your day” 
as an educator? What 
makes my day is seeing 
the students happy. In 
the case that they are 
not, I never hesitate to 
reach out to a student to 
uplift them. 

What’s working in 
schools today? I be-
lieve that what works 
in schools today is 
building a professional 
student-teacher relation-
ship with students so 
that they are aware that 
they are fully supported. 

What’s not working? 
What is not working 
in the school system is 
the lack of  funding for 
resources for educators 
to use.

What’s your favorite 
memory of your first year 

in education? During the 
first year, I remember 
making memorable 
connections with each 
student and the staff that 
I worked with. 

Best piece of advice for 
other educators? Become 
engaged with your 
students and be able to 
build trust with them, 
all while supporting 
them throughout their 
schooling. 

For students? Be kind to 
yourself  and others. Do 
your best!

For parents? Support 
your child in both their 

academics and profes-
sional goals. 

What about your job 
would most surprise 
your friends who are not 
educators? I think that 
most people would be 
surprised that I serve as 
an Administrative Assis-
tant, also while being a 
Teacher Assistant. 

If you could somehow 
magically instill one truth 
into the heads of your 
students, what would it 
be? You can do better, be 
better and work harder 
than you think.

When you think about 

today’s kids, you: I think 
about the backgrounds 
they come from and how 
this may interfere with 
their academics and 
behavior in school. 

If one of your students 
was asked for a one-word 
description of you by a stu-
dent who hadn’t had you 
as an educator, what would 
that one word be? Caring

Favorite movie about 
school or education: “Lean 
on Me”

How would you summa-
rize your philosophy as an 
educator? Each student 
is unique. Students 

learn, interact and 
behave differently. With 
this said, I believe in the 
importance of  creating 
inclusive learning envi-
ronments where every 
student has the oppor-
tunity to be engaged 
and grow personally, 
academically and pro-
fessionally.

What five things must 
every educator know?

1. Background of  the 
students

2. The best ways to 
motivate students in the 
classrooms

3. How to build ef-
fective student-teacher 
relationships as well as 
effective parent-teacher 
relationships

4. Student’s learning 
style

5. How to maintain 
effective classroom man-
agement

What’s special about 
your education space at 
your school? Chatham 
Center for Innovation 
is a safe environment 
where students can learn 
and become knowledge-
able individuals.

What’s special about 
your school? Chatham 
Center for Innova-
tion seeks for growth 
amongst all students. 
Our school encourages 
students to exceed their 
“personal, academic, 
social and behavioral 
goals” and to become 
responsible citizens. 

Submitted photo

Tina Smith, teacher at Chatham Center for Innovation.

CHATHAM CH@T | TYCH COWDIN, COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOLS

Staff photo by Bill Horner III

Tych Cowdin of Communities In Schools of 
Chatham County in his Siler City office.

Historic Renovations, Room 

Additions and Carpentry Work.

Pittsboro • 26 Years in Chatham

919-448-7237 
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Subscribe Today 
919-663-3232

Chatham YMCA

287 East Street, Suite 412, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312

More Info: 919-545-9622

• CHATHAM YMCA SCHOOL HOLIDAY CAMP
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PITTSBORO 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PERRY HARRISON SCHOOL

Find words and 
pictures in the 
newspaper that 

describe how you 
might experience the 
five senses during the 
holidays. List them 

under these headings:
Sight
Hearing

•
•

Smell•

Taste
Touch

•
•

Holiday Senses

Standards Link: Research: 

Use the newspaper to 

locate information.

Match each group of candy canes on the right with the same four 
candy canes, in the exact same position, on the large grid below.

Find each gingerbread man’s twin. 
Can you find the one that is unique?

Yikes! This 
snowman has lost 
his head! Help him 

find it, fast!

Whew! 
Thanks!!!
Whew!

Thanks!!!

The scrumptious smell of 
gingerbread is in the air 

during the holidays! 
How many 
differences 

can you find 
between 
these two 

gingerbread 
houses?
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The noun yuletide means 
the Christmas season.

YULETIDE

Try to use the word 
yuletide in a sentence 

today when talking with 
your friends and family.

Let’s celebrate the yuletide 
by getting together with 

friends and family.

This week’s word:

Write a special memory of a 
holiday in your life.Standards Link: Social Science: Compare customs, traditions 

and rituals from various cultures.

Holidays Around the World
Look through the newspaper for examples of 
food, products and celebrations from different 
parts of the world. Create a book with these 
items using a separate page for each country.

ANSWER: He lost his cook-keys.

Draw with your family! Have 

everyone follow these steps to 

draw gingerbread men.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Can you move 3 peppermint sticks to create 3 squares?

The Kid Scoop book 
for puzzle lovers!

A great gift idea! Order from your 
local bookstore, Target.com, 

BarnesandNoble.com or 
Amazon.com today!

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recongized identical 

words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words in the puzzle. 

How many of them can you 

find on this page?

G
N
U
N
I
Q
U
E
H

B
H
T
S
E
S
U
O
H

Y
O
E
W
E
E
L
C
N

S
D
O
A
I
I
L
O
A

E
G
N
K
D
N
E
M
M

N
E
O
A
A
D
M
B
W

A
O
Y
R
C
Y
S
O
O

C
P
U
Z
Z
L
E
S
N

I
R
B
S
K
C
I
T
S

S
Q
U
A
R
E
S
U
M

HOLIDAY
PUZZLES
SNOWMAN
SQUARES
HOUSES
COOKIE
UNIQUE
COMBOS
STICKS
SMELL
CANDY
CANES
TWIN
HEAD
BOOK



REAL ESTATE
LAND FOR SALE: 7.65 Acres - 
Located approximately, 5 miles 
from Siler City, near Stockyard. 
Would be great for pasture 
land, and/or Residence. Can 
be split into smaller tracts, 
as well. Call: 336-588-2497 for 
more information., N14,tfnx

PROPERTY, BETWEEN 3 TO 10 
ACRES, on 1776 Snow Camp 
Road for sale. Contact Law-
rence Smalls, if interested, at 
919-255-0709, O24 - D19,9tp

HOUSE FOR SALE
BRICK RANCH HOME with 
attached carport; Excellent 
condition, new roof, new heat 
exchanger, White Oak hard-
wood floors, ceramic tile bath-
room, masonry fireplace with 
gas logs. Great neighborhood, 
large lot with outbuilding. 
One mile from Siler City city 
limits. $129,000, 919-548-1593. 
D19,26,2tp

FSBO/GREAT LOCATION, 
$280,000 Ranch style house, 
1816 sq ft, 23.4 acres, 3BR, 
2BA, double carport, porch, 
deck, sun room, living room w/
fireplace w/gas logs, storage 
building/workshop, pasture. 
Located 6.5 miles S from Siler 
City. SOLD AS IS. 919-663-3243 
after 5:30 p.m. D12,19,26,J2,4tp

OFFICE SPACE RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2000 sq ft recep-
tion area, conference  room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 
919-930-1650.Jn15,tfnc

MOBILE HOME RENTALS
FOR RENT, 3 BDRM S/W homes 
in Siler City, 12 month lease. No 
pets. rent-siler.com, 919-742-
1250. S19,tfnc

RENTAL APARTMENTS
POWELL SPRINGS APTS - Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for adults 55 years 
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom ap-
plications now being accepted. 
Office hours: Mon, Tues & 
Thurs, 8:30 – 4:30.  Call 919-533-
6319 for more information, TDD 
# 1-800-735-2962, Equal hous-
ing opportunity, Handicapped 
accessible, My2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
Now for one bedroom apart-
ments, adults 55 years or older. 
Water included, appliances 
furnished, on-site laundry, ele-
vator, keyless entry. Section 8 
accepted. $460/mo, no security 
deposit. Application fee $25 per 
adult. Call Braxton Manor, 919-
663-1877. Handicap accessible. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 
J3,tfnc

FARM EQUIPMENT
DAVID BRADLEY, 2-WHEEL 
TRACTOR - Museum quality 
with implements, $500, 919-
548-2943, D19,26,2tp 

FOR SALE
AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HAR-
RIS at JHA. One Call... We sell 
it all!!! Real Estate, Personal 
Property, Estate Settlement, 
Farms & Land, Business Liq-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state 
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed 
Real Estate and Auction Firm. 
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, Au15,tfnc

RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business, 
Liquidation, Estates, Land, 
Houses, Antiques, Personal 
property, Coins, Furniture, Con-
signments, Benefits, etc., NCAL 
#7706, 919-548-3684, 919-663-
3556,  rickyellingtonauctions@
yahoo.com, Au15,tfnc

SERVICES
HENDRICK SERVICE, Lawn 
Care, mowing, small back hoe. 
Will dig up bushes, do storm 
drain pipes, drive way pipe, cut 
trees, clean up leaves. 919-548-
4609, J10,tfnc 

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. J3,tfnc

I PAY IN CASH FOR Junk Cars 
and trucks. Prompt courteous 
service. Call 910-464-5434 or 
Cell: 910-639-5614. God Bless! 
M8,tfnc

CARPENTRY WORK – all types, 
repairs, renovation, installa-
tion, windows and doors. Call 
Robert Clark, 919-742-3194. 
My25,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc

HELP WANTED

THE SILER CITY CENTER OF 
CHATHAM County Council on 
Aging seeks an energetic and 
team-oriented person to assist 
its kitchen staff with event set-
up, dishwashing, and cleaning. 
Typical hours for the 20-hour 
per week position would be 
8:30 am to 12:30 noon, Mon-
day-Friday but some flexibility 
is needed. Persons must have 
good work history, able to do 
required physical duties, and 
work well with others. EOE. 
Application available at Siler 
City Center at 112 Village Lake 
Road, Siler City, and on the 
Council’s website www.cha-
thamcoa.org. Bilingual Span-
ish-speaking a plus. Closing 
date is Friday, December 27, 
2019. D19,1tc

HIRING ALL SHIFTS - CNAs, 
PCAs, Med Techs, Under new 
ownership. Competitive pay, 
insurance and vacation. Apply 
at Coventry House in Siler City. 
O17,tfnc

CNA - PITTSBORO CHRISTIAN 
VILLAGE is hiring CNAs, all 
shifts. Apply in person, 8:30 
a.m. - 4 p.m., Monday - Friday, 
at 1825 East St in Pittsboro. 
O3, tfnc

CHRISTMAS IS COMING! Need 
extra money? CNAs needed im-
mediately for private duty cas-
es in Chatham County. Please 
call 919-545-2011. Au22,tfnc

MISC
COX DISTRIBUTORS, Rainbow 
water-filtered vacuums. Sales, 
service and supplies, 919-548-
4314. Also available, Rada Cut-
lery, N7-D26,8tc

LEGALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
19 E 532
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Co-Execu-
tors of the Estate of DOROTHY 
O’DONNELL BAILEY of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the 
undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
February 28, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 28th day of November, 
2019.
Co-Executors:
Patricia E. Bailey
277 Mint Springs Road

Pittsboro, NC 27312
Robert M. Bailey
722 Dylan Court
Hurdle Mills, NC 27541

N28,D5,D12,D19,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
19 E 541
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Ancillary 
Executor of the Estate of 
KRISTY L. RICHARDS  of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
February 28, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 28th day of November, 
2019.
Jennifer C. Shearer, Ancillary 
Executor
74 New Montgomery Street, 
#616
San Francisco, CA 94105
C/O Morrison Law, LLP
Anne W. Morrison
167 Church Street North
Concord, NC 28025

N28,D5,D12,D19,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
19 E 570
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of R HECTOR 
LUPTON, JR aka RUFUS HECTOR 
LUPTON, JR. of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the 
undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
February 28, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This the 28th day of November, 
2019.
Davis Roderick Lupton, Exec-
utor
3224 Corsham Drive
Apex, NC 27539

N28,D5,D12,D19,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS BY THE 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ES-
TATE OF ROBERT SOUTHERN
North Carolina
Chatham County 
The undersigned having qual-
ified as Administrator of the 
Estate of ROBERT SOUTHERN 
of Chatham County, North Car-
olina (19 E 545) hereby notifies 

all persons having a claim 
against said Estate to present 
them on or before the 6th day 
of March 2020, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said Estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This the 5th day of December, 
2019.
Kathryn Southern O’Brien
Estate of Robert Southern
c/o Hatch, Little & Bunn, LLP
PO Box 527
Raleigh, NC 27602 

D5,D12,D19,D26,4tc

NOTICE OF SALE
State of North Carolina
County of Chatham
ACE SELF STORAGE, pursuant 
to North Carolina General 
Statutes, Chapter 44A, shall 
conduct a Public Sale of the 
Units listed below at its facility 
located at 105 East Fifth Street, 
Siler City, NC at 11 a.m. on 
January 10, 2020.
We reserve the right to with-
draw any units from the sale. 
All sales will be cash to highest 
bidder.
B14, Cindy Alston; B-21D, Alber-
to Vicente; B-3E, Tara Downing; 
B-12, Caroline Brewer; B-7B, 
Wesley Harris, B-35, William 
Matthews; B-3B, Aaron Shull; 
B-3A, April Williams. 

D12,D19,D26,J2,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
19 E 581
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of WILLIAM 
DEWEY PHILLIPS of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the 
undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
March 13, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This the 12th day of December, 
2019.
Doris Phillips DiMeo, Executor

26 North Hillcrest Rd.
Siler City, NC 27344

D12,D19,D26,J2,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
HAVING QUALIFIED, as Execu-
tor of the Estate of DENISE AL-
LEN COLLINS  late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
deceased to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 
March 16, 2020, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.
This the 11th day of December, 
2019.
Estate of DENISE ALLEN 
COLLINS
JACOB T. COLLINS, Adminis-
trator
117 West Raleigh Street
Siler City, N. C. 27344
(919) 663-2533

D12,D19,D26,J2,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Admin-
istrator CTA of the Estate of 
SYLVIA HESPETH WILLIAMSON, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned does 
hereby notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against the said decedent to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 19th 
day of March, 2020, or this 

notice will be plead in bar of 
their recovery.  All persons, 
firms and corporation indebted 
to the said estate will please 
make immediate payment.
This the 19th day of December, 
2019.
Barbar D. Kirby, Administrator 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.
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Chatham County Real Estate Firm 

is seeking a Sales Manager with 

Strong Admin Background.  

Tasks include Sales Tracking, 

Recruitment, File Procedure 

Enforcement, Procedure Manual 

Update, Monthly Sales Meeting Prep 

and some minor Web Maintenance.  

Pay commensurate with experience. 

Retail Management background a plus. 

Bonuses available. Main Office based 
in Pittsboro. Send resume to hiring 

liaison penni@navarrogroup.org

Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  

HIRING CNA’s

ALL SHIFTS

Apply in person 

Monday - Friday

8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS

Youth F.I.R.S.T. Program Assistant

This position entails responsibility for the 

direct service and development of the 

Youth F.I.R.S.T. program of Communities 

In Schools Chatham County (CISCC.) 

All operations will be managed and 

implemented according to established 

bes  ac ices in e en o in  field  
with emphasis on the requirements for the Youth F.I.R.S.T. 

Program. These include all operations related to the 

i le en a ion  o  and develo en  of e volun ee  
mentoring and lunch buddy programs.

Reports To: Youth F.I.R.S.T. Student Support Specialist 

and Program Director

Hours: Part Time - 25 hours/week

Rate of Pay: $14.50/hr.

General Duties: Help sustain and grow the Youth F.I.R.S.T. 

o a  ou  co uni  en a e en  volun ee  
ec ui en  of en o s and lunc  buddies  da a ana e en  

and consis en  co unica ion i  s uden s  sc ools  and 
families.

a aci  Buildin  ofessional develo en  
communications/marketing)

ills and ualifica ions
• Great communication skills: written and verbal

• College degree preferred

• Bilingual in Spanish preferred

• Reliable transportation

• Ability to work some nights and weekends

• Valid North Carolina driver’s license and insurance preferred

 on  ec nolo  s ills usin  Mic osof  Office ui e 
Ou loo  o d  cel
 evious e e ience in case ana e en  efe ed

• Ability to work across teams and with multiple stakeholders 

su e viso  a en s  eac e s  inci al  co uni  
volunteers)

• Passionate about and committed to kids

• Accountable and dependable

 ela ions i  builde  and e cellen  co unica o
• Self-motivated with drive to make a difference

• Pass required criminal and driving checks.

Interested candidates to should submit a resume and cover 

le e  de ailin   e candida e is ualified fo  e osi ion.

Interested candidates to should submit a resume and 

cover letter detailing why the candidate is qualified for 
the position. Submissions should be made via email to 

CISCC@cischatham.org by December 31, 2019.
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CTA
192 Foster Lane
Pittsboro NC 27312
Eric W. Hinson, Attorney at Law
1709 Legion Road, Suite 229
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
27517

D19,D26,J2,J9,4tc

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
19 SP 195
North Carolina
Chatham County 
Under and by virtue of the 
power of sale contained in a 
certain Deed of Trust made by 
Kristin Brianne Walls to Francis 
B. Simkins, III, Trustee(s), dat-
ed the 31st day of August, 2017, 
and recorded in Book 1944, 
Page 0651, in Chatham County 
Registry, North Carolina, de-
fault having been made in the 
payment of the note thereby 
secured by the said Deed of 

Trust and the undersigned, 
Substitute Trustee Services, 
Inc. having been substituted as 
Trustee in said Deed of Trust by 
an instrument duly recorded 
in the Office of the Register 
of Deeds of Chatham County, 
North Carolina and the holder 
of the note evidencing said 
indebtedness having direct-
ed that the Deed of Trust be 
foreclosed, the undersigned 
Substitute Trustee will offer for 
sale at the courthouse door in 
the City of Pittsboro, Chatham 
County, North Carolina, or the 
customary location designated 
for foreclosure sales, at 1:30 
PM on January 2, 2020 and 
will sell to the highest bidder 
for cash the following real 
estate situated  in the County 
of Chatham, North Carolina, 
and being more particularly 
described as follows:
Lying and beginning the Town 

of Siler City, Chatham County, 
North Carolina and more par-
ticularly described as follows:
All of Lot 57 in Harmony Hills 
Subdivision, Phase 2, as shown 
on a map recorded in Plat Book 
2006, Pages 295-297, Chatham 
County Registry, to which map 
reference is hereby made for 
a more particular description. 
Together with improvements 
located thereon; said property 
being located at 1605 Duet 
Drive, Siler City, North Carolina.
Property Address: 1605 Duet 
Drive, Siler City, NC  27344
Tax ID # 0084250
Trustee may, in the Trustee’s 
sole discretion, delay the sale 
for up to one hour as provided 
in NCGS §45-21.23.
Should the property be pur-
chased by a third party, that 
party must pay the excise tax, 
as well as the court costs of 
Forty-Five Cents ($0.45) per 
One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) 
required by NCGS §7A-308(a)
(1).
The property to be offered pur-
suant to this notice of sale is 
being offered for sale, transfer 
and conveyance “AS IS, WHERE 
IS.” Neither the Trustee nor 
the holder of the note secured 
by the deed of trust/security 
agreement, or both, being 
foreclosed, nor the officers, di-
rectors, attorneys, employees, 
agents or authorized represen-
tative of either the Trustee or 
the holder of the note make 
any representation or warranty 
relating to the title or any 
physical, environmental, health 
or safety conditions existing 
in, on, at or relating to the 
property being offered for sale, 
and any and all responsibilities 
or liabilities arising out of or in 
any way relating to any such 
condition expressly are dis-
claimed.  Also, this property is 
being sold subject to all taxes, 
special assessments, and prior 
liens or prior encumbrances 
of record and any recorded 
releases.  Said property is also 
being sold subject to applica-
ble Federal and State laws.
A deposit of five percent (5%) 
of the purchase price, or seven 
hundred fifty dollars ($750.00), 
whichever is greater, is re-
quired and must be tendered 
in the form of certified funds at 
the time of the sale.
If the trustee is unable to 
convey title to this property for 
any reason, the sole remedy of 
the purchaser is the return of 
the deposit. Reasons of such 

inability to convey include, but 
are not limited to, the filing of 
a bankruptcy petition prior to 
the confirmation of the sale 
and reinstatement of the loan 
without the knowledge of 
the trustee. If the validity of 
the sale is challenged by any 
party, the trustee, in their sole 
discretion, if they believe the 
challenge to have merit, may 
request the court to declare 
the sale to be void and return 
the deposit. The purchaser will 
have no further remedy.
Additional Notice for Resi-
dential Property with Less 
than 15 rental units, including 
Single-Family Residential Real 
Property
An order for possession of 
the property may be issued 
pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 45-21.29 
in favor of the purchaser and 
against the party or parties 
in possession by the clerk of 
superior court of the county in 
which the property is sold.
Any person who occupies the 
property pursuant to a rental 
agreement entered into or 
renewed on or after October 
1, 2007, may after receiving 
the notice of foreclosure sale, 
terminate the rental agreement 
by providing written notice of 
termination to the landlord, to 
be effective on a date stated 
in the notice that is at least 
10 days but not more than 
90 days, after the sale date 
contained in this notice of sale, 
provided that the mortgagor 
has not cured the default at 
the time the tenant provides 
the notice of termination.  
Upon termination of a rental 
agreement, the tenant is liable 
for rent due under the rental 
agreement prorated to the ef-
fective date of the termination.
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE SER-
VICES, INC.
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE
c/o Hutchens Law Firm LLP
P.O. Box 1028
4317 Ramsey Street
Fayetteville, North Carolina 
28311
Phone No: (910) 864-3068
https://sales.hutchenslawfirm.
com
Case No: 1289060 (FC.FAY)

D19,D26,2tc

NOTICE OF SELF STORAGE 
SALE
Siler City Self Storage (“Lien-
or”), PO Box 143, Siler City, 
North Carolina, will hold this 
public sale of personal prop-
erty at its’ storage facility on 

Tuesday, January 7th, 2020, at 
10:00 a.m. in Siler City, NC. The 
sale will start at 1407 E. 11th 
St., (Hwy 64 behind Sir Pizza), 
then to our location 500 W. 2nd 
St (behind Maxway), and then 
to 1112 S. Chatham Ave.  
The following persons and 
property at 1407 E. 11th St., 
Siler City, NC are subject to this 
lien sale: 
Unit #1040 
Pierre Allen, 2531 NC Hwy 87N, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312
Unit 1085 & 1082
Pamela A. Alston, 908 MLK 
Blvd, Siler City, NC 27344
Unit 1133
Jessica Booth, 5000 Butler Rd, 
Trlr 5, Liberty, NC 27298
Unit 1130 & 1021
Soraya D Brandon, PO Box 
11951, Durham, NC 27703 
Unit #1075
Ashley J Brewer, 2879 Hamlets 
Chapel Rd, Pittsboro NC 27312 
Unit #1015
Caleb Garcia, 668 E 4th St, Siler 
City, NC 27344 
Unit #1034
Lucien E Maynard, 295 Webb 
Creek Rd, Fairview, NC 28730
Unit #1060
Margaret McKiever, 911 12th 
St, Siler City, NC 27344 
Unit #1074
Kristie Rose, 908 MLK Bvd, Siler 
City, NC 27344
Unit #1084 
Kathy B Ross, PO Box 72, Siler 
City, NC 27344
Unit # 1056
Dexter Snipes, 1869 Tom Ste-
vens Rd, Siler City, NC 27344
Unit # 1148
Steven Batchelor Stephenson
3111 Siler City Glendon Rd, 
Siler City, NC 27344
Unit # 1002
Samantha Mae Stevenson, 165 
Huss Beal Rd, Goldston, NC 
27252
The following persons and 
property at 500 W 2nd St., Siler 
City, NC are subject to this lien 
sale: 
Unit #106
Kristen Gordon, 2400 Bowers 
Store Rd, Siler City, NC 27344
Unit #161
Miquel Mondonado, 1403B 
North Ave, Siler City, NC 27344
Unit #188
Kenneth D Siler, 908 Tangle-
wood Dr, Siler City, NC 27344 
Unit #196
Collan Jakkarr Tyler, 670 Cran-
berry Trail, Roswell, GA 30076 
Unit #185, 186, 187
Joan & Charles Underwood, 117 
N Chatham Ave, Siler City, NC 
27344 

Unit #199
Robert Willett, 224 N East St, 
Raleigh, NC 27601
The following persons and 
property at 1112 S. Chatham 
Ave., Siler City NC are subject 
to this lien sale:
Unit #292
Jessica Booth, 5000 Butler Rd 
Trlr 5, Liberty, NC 27298
Unit #268
Tawanna Cheek, 210 Nelson St, 
Siler City, NC 27344
Unit #299
Tonika A Cummings, 1251 
Oakley Church Rd, Bear Creek, 
NC 27207 
Unit #313
Shindira Kennedy, 547 Medcalf 
Dr SW #2, Sunset Beach, NC 
28468
Unit #227
Lashanda Lane, 2301 Stockyard 
Rd, Staley, NC 27355
Unit #300
Kathy B Ross, PO Box 72, Siler 
City, NC 27344
Unit #280 
Dorthea Spencer, 1105 N 
Hampton St, Siler City, NC 
27344 
Unit #341
Billy Tysor,107 Eugene St, Carr-
boro, NC 27510

D19,1tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND 
DEBTORS
OF GERRY BRAXTON YOW
North Carolina 
Chatham County 
All persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against GERRY BRAXTON 
YOW, deceased, are notified 
to exhibit them to John Walter 
Yow Sr., Administrator of the 
decedent’s estate on or before 
March 20, 2020, c/o Katherine 
T. Merritt, Attorney for the 
Estate, at 129 East Tryon Street, 
P. O. Drawer 1529, Hillsborough, 
North Carolina 27278, or be for-
ever barred from their recov-
ery.  Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment to the above named 
Administrator.
This the 19th day of December, 
2019.
John Walter Yow Sr., Admin-
istrator of the Estate of Gerry 
Braxton Yow.
COLEMAN, GLEDHILL, HAR-
GRAVE, MERRITT & RAINS-
FORD, P.C.
By: Katherine T. Merritt, Attor-
ney for Estate
129 East Tryon Street
PO Drawer 1529
Hillsborough, NC  27278
(919) 732-2196

D19,D26,J2,J9,4tc

Eight local arts organizations receive 
grants from Chatham Arts Council
CN+R STAFF REPORT

PITTSBORO — Eight Chatham 
County organizations are receiv-
ing funding totaling more than 
$10,000 through the Chatham Arts 
Council’s annual Grassroots Arts 
Grants, helping those organizations 
carry the arts into every corner of  
the county.

This year’s award grant recipi-
ents include Chatham County Part-
nership for Children, Chatham Art-
ists Guild, Jordan-Matthews Arts 
Foundation, NC Arts in Action, NC 
Arts Incubator, Shakori Hills Roots 
in Schools, Smelt Art Gallery, and 
Sprott Center for Youth (Moncure).

Since 2000, the Chatham Arts 
Council (CAC) has awarded nearly 
$128,000 to a diverse group of  non-
profit organizations.

CAC officials say the funds will 
help with operational support and 
hiring local artists to implement 
arts programming. 

“Chatham County is full of  
creativity and the breadth of  

applications we received for this 
grant is proof  of  that,” said Cheryl 
Chamblee, executive director of  the 
CAC. “Our hope is that these orga-
nizations will continue to receive 
the support they need to enhance 
the arts experience for all in our 
county.”

The CAC serves as the Designat-
ed County Partner to the North 
Carolina Arts Council in awarding 
the funds to local organizations.

This year’s review panel was 
interested, according to CAC officials, 
in seeing proposals that included 
outreach to diverse or underserved 
communities and fair payment 
to local artists. Applications were 
reviewed based on the quality of the 
project, community impact, ability 
to implement the project, and fiscal 
responsibility. Successful applications 
ranged in programming from early 
literacy opportunities and integrated 
art in after school classes to educa-
tional music programs and promot-
ing arts/artists in Chatham County.

“The organizations who 

were awarded grassroots grant 
dollars this year demonstrated 
their unique ability to deepen 
and broaden the arts in Chatham 
County,”said Selbe Bartlett, 
chair of  the Grassroots Arts 
Grants Panel and a CAC board 
member. “The programmatic fo-
cus on educating youth through 
the arts and developing and 
growing artists will continue to 
strengthen creative, adaptive, 
and mindful thinking in our 
community.”

Grassroots Arts Grants are made 
possible by individual contribu-
tions to the Chatham Arts Coun-
cil’s general operating fund and 
through the generous assistance of  
the Grassroots Arts Program of  the 
N.C. Arts Council, a division of  the 
Department of  Natural and Cultur-
al Resources, with funding from the 
National Endowment for the Arts.

More information about the 
CAC and arts in Chatham County 
is available at the CAC’s website, 
www.chathamartscouncil.org.

Incumbent commissioner Howard, 
Hlavac challenger highlight second 

week of 2020 elections filing
BY ZACHARY HORNER

News + Record Staff

Chatham County Commissioner 
Karen Howard was one of  two local 
names to file for the 2020 elections 
in Chatham last week.

The week also saw filings in 
other races, particularly in the 
state’s U.S. Senate race and for 
Superintendent of  Public Instruc-
tion.

Howard, who has served Dis-
trict 1 since 2016, is seeking her 
second term in office. She also 
was a member of  the Chatham 
County Board of  Education for 
one term from 2012-2016. District 
1 covers northeast Chatham 
County and a total population of  
12,842. 

Timothy Winters of  Chapel Hill 
filed Monday as a challenger for 
the District 1 Chatham County 
Board of  Education seat currently 
held by Melissa Hlavac, who filed 
for re-election Dec. 6. Winters’ 
entry into the race sets up what 
would be the first contested school 
board race since 2014, when cur-
rent board members Del Turner 
and Jane Allen Wilson defeated 
Mia Munn and Angela Millsaps, 
respectively. 

The school board’s District 1 
covers most of  the commissioners’ 
District 1 as well as an area farther 
west covering Briar Chapel and the 
northern part of  Manns Chapel 
Road.

U.S. Sen. Thom Tillis filed Dec. 9 

to seek his second term. A former 
state legislator, Tillis has propped 
up his endorsements of  and from 
President Donald Trump in recent 
months after facing questions over 
whether or not he would face a 
primary challenger.

“It has been a tremendous hon-
or serving the people of  North 
Carolina in the United States 
Senate these past five years as 
we have worked together to move 
our state and Nation forward,” 
Tillis wrote on his campaign 
Facebook page. “I am confident 
that the initiatives I have part-
nered on with President Donald 
J. Trump to cut taxes, create 
jobs, secure our border, confirm 
conservative judges, rebuild our 
military and reform the Depart-
ment of  Veterans Affairs have 
made life better for all North 
Carolinians.”

Media reports had stated 
Trump was going to endorse U.S. 
Rep. Mark Walker (R-6th Dis-
trict), who currently represents 
Chatham in Congress, to replace 
Tillis. Now, according to a Dec. 13 
report from Politico, Trump will 
instead back any Walker effort 
for a different office, including 
replacing U.S. Sen. Richard Burr 
(R-N.C.) when Burr retires in 
2022.

Walker announced Monday 
night he would not seek re-elec-
tion to his 6th District seat. The 
district was redrawn in recent 
court-ordered redistricting, mak-

ing his current seat more likely 
to be won by a Democrat, accord-
ing to analysts. Walker said in a 
statement that he would instead 
turn his eyes to replacing Burr in 
three years.

“I believe the best way we can 
continue to serve the people of  
North Carolina is as a United 
States Senator,” Walker said. 
“After we have secured more 
conservative policy and Republi-
can electoral victories for North 
Carolina. We will take a look 
at the 2022 Senate race and we 
are thankful to have President 
Trump’s support.”

The press release also indi-
cated that Walker was serv-
ing as a co-chair for Trump’s 
re-election campaign in North 
Carolina.

Additionally, the first Repub-
lican to throw their name in the 
hat for Superintendent of  Public 
Instruction, current State Rep. 
D. Craig Horn (R-Union), filed 
Dec. 10. Five Democrats have filed 
for the seat, which is currently 
held by Republican Mark John-
son. Johnson had announced his 
intention to seek the Lieutenant 
Governor seat, but he has not yet 
filed, according to the State Board 
of  Elections.

Filing concludes Friday.

Reporter Zachary Horner can be 
reached at zhorner@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @ZachHorn-
erCNR.

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

GOT AN OLDER CAR, VAN 
OR SUV?  Do the humane 
thing. Donate it to the Humane 
Society.  Call 1-888-342-9355

Denied Social Security 
Disability?  Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help! Win or Pay 
Nothing! Strong, recent work 
history needed.  877-553-0252 
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

Full Spectrum, CBD Rich 
Hemp Oil. Known to help 
reduce stress & anxiety, 
improve sleep, manage 
chronic pain. Lab Tested. USA 
Grown not Overseas. 100% 
Money Back Guarantee. Save 
Over 33% CALL NOW: 1-877-
487-8314

ATTENTION DIABETICS!  
Save money on your diabetic 
supplies!  Convenient home 
shipping for monitors, test 
strips, insulin pumps, catheters 
and more!  To learn more, call 
now!  855-667-9944

A PLACE FOR MOM. The 
nation’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! 
Our service is FREE/no 
obligation. CALL 1-888-609-
2550

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. NOT just a discount 
plan, REAL coverage for 
350 procedures. Call 1-844-
496-8601 for details. www.
dental50plus.com/ncpress   
6118-0219

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 844-348-
8151

Have you or your child suffered 
serious LUNG ISSUES from 
JUULing or Vaping?  Let our 
attorneys fight for you! Get the 
justice you deserve! Call 844-
322-6069

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY.  Receive maximum 
value of write-off for your taxes.  
Running or not!  All conditions 
accepted.  Free pickup.  Call 
for details: 866-412-0719

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-866-887-0237

Medical Billing & Coding 
Training. New Students 
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% 
online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who qualify.  
Call 833-990-0354

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
Cut your drug costs! SAVE 
$$! 50 Pills for $99.00. FREE 
Shipping! 100 Guaranteed and 
Discreet. CALL  1-855-458-
7417

GET A $250 AT&T VISA® 
REWARD CARD WHEN YOU 
BUY A SMARTPHONE ON 
AT&T NEXT! Limited Time 
Offer. More For Your Thing. 
(*Req’s well-qualified credit. 
Limits & restr’s apply.) Call 
Now! 1-866-639-6524 or visit 
www.250reward.com/NC

Smart Home Installations? 
Geeks on Site will install your 
WIFI, Doorbells, Cameras, 
Home Theater Systems, & 
Gaming Consoles. $20 OFF 
coupon 42537! (Restrictions 
apply) 877-372-1843

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 
1-855-393-3307 or visit www.

walkintubquote.com/nc

DISH Network $59.99 For 
190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY 
$19.95/month. Call Today for 
$100 Gift Card! Best Value & 
Technology. FREE Installation. 
Call 1-877-920-7405 (some 
restrictions apply)

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial 
aid for qualified students - 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 866-441-6890.

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a 
Denied Claim?  Call Bill 
Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 
1-888-989-4947! FREE 
Consultations. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St 
NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BENEFITS. 
Unable to work? Denied 
benefits? We Can Help! 
Strong, recent work history 
needed. Call to start your 
application or appeal today! 
888-351-1231 [Steppacher 
Law Offices LLC Principal 
Office: 224 Adams Ave 
Scranton PA 18503]

 BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  We 
specialize in safe bathing.  
Grab bars, no slip flooring 
& seated showers.  Call for 
a free in-home consultation:  
877-898-3840

Over $10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24-48 months. Pay a 
fraction of what you owe.  A+ 
BBB rated.  Call National Debt 
Relief 844-314-8819.

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, 
delivered?to-the-door Omaha 
Steaks!  SAVE 68% PLUS get 
4 FREE Burgers. Order The 
Favorite Gift - ONLY $69.99. 
1-855-247-9392 mention 
code:59104VEA or visit www.
OmahaSteaks.com/good83

Send Fairytale Brownies - 
Over 25% off for the holidays! 
Christmas Brownie Bliss 
- 36 pc. Bite-size. Belgian 
chocolate. Six flavors. Only 
$39.95 + FREE shipping. 
Order now, ship later! Call 
1-877-251-0810 and ask for 
item CR436L or visit www.
brownies.com/m97176

Give the gift of delicious 
oranges fresh from the grove!  
Four unique varieties. Twenty 
delicious oranges. LIMITED 
TIME OFFER. Only $19.99 ( 
$5.99 s/h per box). Call Hale 
Groves  1-844-662-0963. 
Mention item #487 and code 
HMVH-N195  or visit www.
halegroves.com/A12197

Send a box full of winter 
sunshine this holiday 
season! Hand-picked. Mixed 
fruit medley. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. SAVE 20%! Only 
$19.99. Free Shipping. Call 
Pittman & Davis 1-855-661-
9915 and mention item #MXFM 
and code PMVH-N181 or visit 
www.www.pitmandavis.com/
M10118

WANTED FREON: Need extra 
$$$ for the holidays? Cert. 
professionals pay CA$H. R12 
R500 R11. 312-827-6204 
Refrigerantfinders.com/ad

GOT LAND? Our Hunters will 
Pay Top $$$ to hunt your land. 
Call for a FREE info packet & 
Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/
month! 155 Channels & 
1000s of Shows/Movies On 
Demand (w/SELECT All 
Included Package.) PLUS 
Stream on Up to FIVE 
Screens Simultaneously at No 
Additional Cost. Call DIRECTV 
1-855-972-7954.

Statewide Classified



Incomplete, sensational ‘Bombshell’ 
provides potshots but little else

For better or worse, 
filmmakers can suddenly 

get very 
bold 
about 
critiqu-
ing a 
person 
after 
they 
die. 

A 
series 
of  in-
sightful 

Richard Nixon films 
emerged after his death 
in 1994, including Oliver 
Stone’s superb biopic. 
Clint Eastwood is in the 
midst of  controversy for 
taking extreme liberties 
with his portrayal of  the 
late journalist Kathy 
Scruggs in “Richard Jew-
ell.” On the other hand, 
Hollywood often offers 
tentative treatments of  
living people that don’t 
stray far beyond the 
public record — Adam 
McKay’s “Vice” comes 
to mind. The difference, 
of  course, is the inability 
of  the dead to fight back, 
either in the courtroom 
or the court of  public 
opinion.

“Bombshell” pulls few 
punches in its handling 
of  late Fox News heavy 
Roger Ailes and the bevy 
of  sexual abuse allega-
tions that ultimately 
ousted him from his 
seemingly impregnable 
perch atop the network, 
less than a year before 
his death in July 2017. 
Spare no spite for Ailes, 
who built a career in the 
ruinous realm of  poli-
tics while committing 
transgressions that were 
loathsome, if  not illegal. 
The depths of  Ailes’s 
depravity deserve to 
be exposed in exacting 
detail. But “Bombshell” 
restricts itself  to pluck-
ing low-hanging fruit, 
wallowing in Ailes’s sins 
— both real and drama-
tized — while tiptoeing 
around any overarching 

endemic rot.
The film’s fulcrum is 

a lawsuit filed in 2016 
against Ailes by former 
news anchor Gretchen 
Carlson (played by Ni-
cole Kidman). However, 
Carlson’s story mostly 
becomes backdrop, 
likely because the settle-
ment Carlson ultimately 
entered with Ailes and 
Fox came with a non-
disclosure agreement. 
Instead, the primary 
focus shifts to two oth-
ers. Megyn Kelly (played 
by Charlize Theron), the 
former Fox firebrand, is 
cast as a near-heroine (a 
sure sign she consulted 
with the filmmakers), 
gradually becoming 
disenchanted with 
Ailes despite his role 
in launching her into 
stardom. Kelly’s initial 
unrest is Ailes failing to 
properly back her from 
attacks by then-presi-
dential candidate Don-
ald Trump. Then once 
Kelly learns that Ailes’s 
illicit behavior with Fox 
staffers was frequent 
and ongoing, she decides 
to tell investigators that 
Ailes also forced himself  
on her years ago.

The other protagonist 
is a composite character 
named Kayla Pospisil 
(Margot Robbie), a blond 
wide-eyed newbie who 
hails from a conserva-
tive family that wor-

ships Fox News. Because 
she’s not based on a 
specific named person 
(director Jay Roach says 
she represents several 
anonymous women who 
shared stories for the 
film), she becomes the 
character most abused 
by Ailes and his mind-
ers. She might also be a 
lesbian, since it remains 
murky why Roach 
included a scene in 
which she beds a fellow 
coworker (Kate McKin-
non). McKinnon’s char-
acter is also a closeted 
liberal who nonetheless 
works as a producer for 
Bill O’Reilly’s program, 
and she tells a shocked 
Kayla the old yarn about 
O’Reilly and the loofah 
to prove he’s a creep, 
a well-trod story you’d 
think Kayla would have 
heard before moving to 
the big city and joining 
Fox.

That’s the last we 

hear about O’Reilly’s 
misdeeds for the rest 
of  the film. Someone 
plays Fox co-president 
Bill Shine, too, but 
Roach never referenc-
es Shine covering-up 
the allegations against 
O’Reilly and Ailes, 
which ultimately led 
to Shine’s ouster in 
early 2017. O’Reilly and 
Shine are still alive, of  
course, which apparent-
ly stunted the scope of  
Roach and screenwriter 
Charles Randolph. 

As a result, watching 
“Bombshell” feels like 
reading a book with half  
the pages torn out, and 
the pages we do read feel 
like they were written by 
someone hoping to reha-
bilitate her reputation. 
The film never scratches 
below its sensationalistic 
surface, so instead of  
lobbing bombs, “Bomb-
shell” remains satisfied 
just taking potshots.
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BOMBSHELL
GRADE: C +

DIRECTOR: Jay Roach

STARRING: Charlize Theron, Nicole Kidman, 
Margot Robbie, John Lithgow and Kate 
McKinnon

MPAA RATING: R
RUNNING TIME: 1 hr. 4 min.

NEIL MORRIS
Film Critic

From left, 
Charlize Theron, 
Nicole Kidman 
and Margot 
Robbie star in 
‘Bombshell,’ a 
film depciting 
allegations of 
sexual misconduct 
made against Fox 
News founder 
Roger Ailes by 
female employees.

Photo courtesy of 
Lionsgate

CIS Chatham gets 
$25,000 grant for 

Youth FIRST program 
expansion

From Communities In 
Schools

SILER CITY —  Com-
munities In Schools 
Chatham County has 
been awarded a $25,000 
Ribbon of Hope Grant 
by the North Carolina 
GlaxoSmithKline Founda-
tion to support expansion 
of the CIS Chatham Youth 
FIRST (Finding Integrat-
ed Resources & Supports 
Together) program. Youth 
FIRST is currently funded 
by United Way of Chatham 
County and Chatham 
County Government.

CIS Chatham says it 
will use the grant to accel-
erate its Youth FIRST 
Student Support Special-
ist’s work to establish 
and sustain emotionally 
protective relationships 
between adult volunteer 
mentors and a growing 
caseload of  youth at high 
risk for academic and 
health problems.  

“We are honored to be 
a recipient, and the funds 
will help us to serve more 
kids and engage more com-
munity volunteers to build 
resiliency of the youth we 
serve,” said CIS Executive 
Director Kim Caraganis.

CISC Youth FIRST 
Services combines school 
and community-based 
programming.

“In 2018 we transitioned 
our Mentoring Coordina-
tor to serve as CISC Youth 
FIRST Student Support 
Specialist,” Caraganis 
said. “She coordinates 
individual, case managed 
intervention services to 

reach referred students in 
additional schools county-
wide. As of January 2019, 
this program is reaching 
60 youth in 11 schools. Ser-
vices follow the child across 
school and community 
settings and may include 
placement with adult vol-
unteers such as community 
Mentors and Lunch Buddy 
school volunteers.”

In the 2018-19 school 
year CISC’s Youth FIRST 
Student Support Special-
ist provided Integrated 
Student Supports to 68 Cha-
tham students countywide, 
including three partnership 
schools (Pittsboro Elemen-
tary, Horton Middle School, 
and Siler City Elementa-
ry).  Ninety-three percent 
of Youth FIRST students 
achieved progress to-
wards at least one Student 
Support Plan academic, 
behavioral, or coursework 
goal.  

CIS Chatham’s CIS Mod-
el Programs and Commu-
nity-based programs serve 
children and youth ages 5 
to 18 referred by educators, 
counselors, social workers, 
health providers, juvenile 
justice officials and fami-
lies. All youth face chal-
lenges to academic success 
and healthy mental and 
physical development, 
in many cases amplified 
by poverty and multiple 
Adverse Childhood Experi-
ences (ACEs).  

Communities In 
Schools Chatham sur-
rounds students with a 
network of  support em-
powering them to stay in 
school and achieve in life. 

175 Moon’s Chapel Rd., Siler City, NC 27344
Church Office: (919) 742-4569

6:00PM: 
Christmas Communion 

DECEMBER 22ND DECEMBER 24TH

10:30AM: Cantata-

Presented by the Adult Choir 4:00PM and 9:00PM
Join us for a holy evening 

of joyous praise as we 
commemorate the birth of 

our Lord and Savior 
JESUS!

CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF OUR SAVIOUR!



DECEMBER 19-25, 2019   |   Chatham News + Record   |   C1



Help your poinsettias last longer
Poinsettias are synon-

ymous with the holiday 
season. These colorful 
plants brighten up homes 
with their vibrant hues in 
variations of  red, white 
and pink, making them 
a holiday decoration 
many people cannot live 
without.

While they’re most 
visible during the often 
chilly holiday season, 
poinsettias prefer warm 
weather. Poinsettias are 
native to Central America 
and originally flourished 
in an area of  southern 
Mexico. The Aztecs used 
the plant for decorative 
and medicinal purposes. 

The poinsettia may 
have remained a regional 
plant if  not for the efforts 
of  Joel Roberts Poinsett, 
who was the first United 
States Ambassador to 
Mexico under President 
James Madison. Poinsett, 
who would later found the 
Smithsonian Institution, 
had a love of  botany and 
became enamored with 
the brilliant red plants he 
saw in Mexico. Eventual-

ly, Poinsett began grow-
ing the plants at home 
in South Carolina, and 
friends and others soon 
coveted them. 

Poinsettias are beautiful 
and the bracts (modified 
leaves) can be vibrantly 
colored. That signature 
vibrancy is why many 
people would like to pre-
serve their poinsettias to 
last beyond the New Year, 
which is possible with the 
right care. The following 
are some tips, courtesy of  
Mother Nature’s Network, 
Habersham Gardens, 
Oregon Live, and Phoenix 
Flower Shops, to keep 
poinsettias thriving past 
the holiday season.

• Start with healthy 
plants that have full 
leaves, bracts and deep 
colors. 

• Poinsettias do best 
when the temperature is 
between 65 and 75 F. Tem-
peratures below that or 
drafts from cold windows 
can cause leaves to drop.

• Position the plant in 
a room that gets indirect 
sunlight for at least six 

hours per day. If  direct 
sunlight can’t be avoided, 
diffuse the light with a 
sheer curtain.

• Poinsettias need well-
drained soil. Overwater-
ing or allowing roots to sit 
in wet soil can cause the 
leaves to fall off prema-
turely. Water thoroughly 
only when the pot looks 
dry. In households with 
temperatures around 70 
F, the plant should be wa-
tered about once a week.

• Fertilize the plant 
after the blooming season 
with a balanced, all-pur-
pose fertilizer.

• Try placing poinset-
tias in or near a bath-
room, as they prefer high 
humidity.

It may be possible to 
get poinsettias to rebloom 
next season. Allow the 
poinsettias to dry out a 
little more in the spring. 
In May, cut about four 
inches from each stem to 
produce a lush, full plant 
during the winter. The 
plants can be moved out-
side in June and during 
the summer, but keep 

them away from direct 
sunlight. Return the poin-
settias indoors beginning 
around October. Make 

sure the plants get at 
least 12 hours of  darkness 
per day for around eight 
weeks in October and 

November. This will help 
them develop a deep hue 
and bloom on time for 
Christmas.
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The origins of 
Christmas caroling
The festive nature of  the holiday 

season makes it an ideal time to sing, 
especially in groups. Perhaps it’s no 
surprise then that caroling, a tradition 
that dates back many centuries, ulti-
mately collided with Christmas.

Caroling and Christmas caroling 
are two different things. According 
to History.org, the origins of  modern 
Christmas caroling can be traced to 
wassailing, a term that has evolved for 
more than a millennium. What started 
as a simple greeting gradually became 
part of  a toast made during ritualized 
drinking. Time magazine notes that 
the word “wassail,” which appeared 
in English literature as early as the 
eighth century, eventually came to 
mean the wishing of  good fortune on 
one’s neighbors, though no one can 
say for certain when this particular 
development occurred.

During medieval times, farmers in 
certain parts of  Britain would drink 
a beverage to toast the health of  their 
crops and encourage the fertility of  
their animals. By 1600, farmers in 

some parts of  Britain were still engag-
ing in this ritual, and some were by 
now taking a wassail bowl filled with a 
toasting beverage around the streets. 
These wassailers would stop by neigh-
boring homes and offer a warm drink, 
all the while wishing good fortune on 
their neighbors. 

During this period, wassailing had 
nothing to do with Christmas, but that 
began to change in Victorian England, 
when Christmas became more com-
mercialized and popular. It was during 
this time when publishers began circu-
lating carols, forever linking the tradi-
tion of  wassailing with Christmas.

Christmas caroling as Victorian 
Englanders knew it might have fallen 
by the wayside. But while carolers 
may no longer go door-to-door singing 
Christmas songs and wishing their 
neighbors good fortune, those intent 
on seeing the modern manifestation 
of  this tradition that dates back more 
than a millennium may be able to find 
some carolers at their local mall or 
church.

Metro Creative Graphics

Poinsettias are beautiful and the bracts (modified leaves) can be vibrantly 
colored. That signature vibrancy is why many people would like to preserve 
their poinsettias to last beyond the New Year, which is possible with the 
right care.

Top-selling gifts from 
Christmases past

Many children who 
grew up in the 1980s 
hoped to find a wrapped 
Cabbage Patch Doll under 
the tree on Christmas 
morning, and many par-
ents went to great lengths 
to procure such dolls for 
their children. 

Cabbage Patch Dolls 
are just one example of  a 
toy creating a shopping 
frenzy. Over the years, 
many toys have become 
the must-have presents of  
their times. The following 
is a history of  some of  the 
more popular gifts from 
bygone years.

1984: Transformers 
were a must-have present 
in 1984. Originally pro-
duced by a Japanese toy 
company, Transformers 
were eventually produced 
by Hasbro and became so 
popular they were a toy 
that spawned an animat-
ed series (not the series 
leading to the toy) and lat-
er block-buster live-action 
movies.

1985: Just about every 
child, and maybe even 
adult, wanted a Nintendo 
Entertainment System for 
Christmas in the 1980s. 
The system ushered in a 
new era of  gaming, and 
helped make Super Mario 
Bros. a household name. 
NES continued its success 
for several years, selling 
seven million systems 
during the 1988 holiday 
season.

1986: Introduced the 
previous year, Teddy Rux-
pin was an animatronic 
bear that would tell sto-
ries from a cassette tape 
inserted in his back.

1990: Were you a fan of  
Michelangelo, Leonardo, 
Donatello, or Raphael? 

Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles were named after 
Renaissance artists, but 
they were just pizza-eat-
ing teenage heroes at 
the start of  the 1990s. 
Kids obsessed over these 
action figures and the 
animated series that 
featured them.

1992: Barbie has always 
been a popular holiday 
gift, but her reinvented 
Barbie Dream House 
was something girls were 
clamoring for in the early 
1990s. Barbie’s trendset-
ting home featured a ring-
ing telephone, a working 
doorbell and a fireplace 
that lit up.

1993: The Talkboy was 
a portable audio cassette 
player and recorder made 
popular by the movie 
“Home Alone 2: Lost in 
New York.”

1995: Beanie Babies 
were a popular line of  
collectibles that enjoyed 
their heyday in 1995. Rare 

Beanie Babies would later 
be worth hundreds of  
dollars.

1997: Tamagotchi made 
its appearance and be-
came a premiere virtual 
“pet.” Industry insiders 
estimate that, at the 
height of  its popularity, 15 
Tamagotchis sold every 
minute across North 
America.

1998: Building on the 
Tamagotchi success, 
Furbies were poised to 
become a hit as well. And 
they did, as 27 million 
Furbies were sold in 1998 
alone.

Pokémon cards, Razor 
Scooters, Nintendo DS, 
Xbox 360, PlayStation 3, 
and many other gifts have 
reigned supreme during 
the holiday shopping 
season. Last year L.O.L. 
Surprise Dolls were the 
sleeper hit, and who is 
to say which gift will 
capture the hearts of  kids 
this year?
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The festive nature of the holiday season makes it an ideal time to sing, 
especially in groups. Perhaps it’s no surprise then that caroling, a tradition 
that dates back many centuries, ultimately collided with Christmas.

Sherry Johnson Allen, 
Realtor, Broker in Charge, GRI, CRS

Realty World Carolina Properties
Direct  919-200-2135

http://liveinchathamcountync.com

1609 E. 11th Street 
(Highway 64 in front of Welford Harris Ford)

Siler City, NC 27344

Dedicated to Service, 
Knowledge & Results 

- Since 1999 -

THREE 
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To our friends and their “best friends,” all of 
us would like to wish you and yours a very

1401 North Second Ave. • Siler City • (919) 742-3646
Tysor Boarding, Grooming and Retail Store

(919) 663-0115

Merry Christmas 
from your friends at 

Central Electric



Celebrate safely this New Year’s Eve
New Year’s Eve is a time to celebrate. 

But for hundreds of  people each year, 
the week between Christmas and New 
Year’s Day proves fatal.

According to fatality data from 
the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, over the last five years 
an average of  300 people died in drunk 
driving fatalities between Christmas 
and New Year’s Day. Holiday celebra-
tions, and New Year’s Eve festivities 
in particular, tend to include alcohol, 
raising the stakes during this festive yet 
too often fatal time of  year.

The sobering statistics provided by the 
NHTSA don’t have to prevent people from 
toasting a new year. In fact, there are many 
ways to have fun this New Year’s Eve with-
out putting yourself in harm’s way.

• Don’t overindulge in alcohol. For 
many people, overindulging in alcohol is 
part and parcel during New Year’s Eve 
celebrations. Such behavior puts every-
one at risk, even people who don’t drive. 
According to the National Institute on 
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, conser-
vative estimates suggest that roughly 
one-half  of  sexual assaults on American 
women involve alcohol consumption by 
the perpetrator, victim or both. While 
alcohol and its relationship to traffic 
fatalities draw the bulk of  the attention 
on New Year’s Eve, even people who 
don’t intend to drive should recognize 

the dangers of  overindulging in alcohol 
and drink responsibly.

• Arrange for transportation. If  you 
need a car to get around on New Year’s 
Eve and plan to drink alcohol, arrange 
for someone else to do your driving for 
you. Groups of  friends should choose 
someone to be their designated driver 
or pool their money and hire a taxi or 
bus service for the night so no one who’s 
been drinking gets behind the wheel. 
The NHTSA even offers a free app called 
SaferRide that is compatible with Apple 
and Android devices and enables users 
to call a taxi or a friend to be picked up. 

• Host responsibly. Even people who 
don’t intend to leave their homes can 
take steps to make New Year’s Eve safer 
for everyone. If  you’re hosting a party 
at home, do so responsibly, making sure 
none of  your guests overindulge and 
making the party less about drinking 
and more about having fun. Shift the 
focus from toasting drinks to games 
and activities that don’t include alcohol. 
Make sure to have plenty of  food and 
nonalcoholic beverages on hand and 
encourage people who are drinking to 
eat full meals and drink water through-
out the night. People who fill up on food 
and water during the party may feel 
full, which may discourage them from 
having extra drinks. While many people 
will expect to drink alcohol on New 

Year’s Eve, don’t stock up on too much 
alcohol, the availability of  which may 
encourage guests to overindulge. Hosts 
also should keep the phone numbers 
of  local taxi services handy just in case 

some guests cannot drive themselves 
home safely.

New Year’s Eve should be as festive 
as possible. Celebrating responsibly can 
ensure everyone has a fun and safe time.

New Year’s traditions around the world
Each December 31st, 

people anxiously await 
and count down to the 
arrival of  the new year. 
January 1 often is a time 

for reflection and for 
making future plans. It 
also is a holiday full of  
tradition.

Notable New Year’s 

traditions include toast-
ing champagne beneath 
skies lit up by fireworks, 
kissing one’s sweetheart 
at midnight and making 
resolutions to better one-
self  in the year ahead. 

New Year’s Eve and 
New Year’s Day traditions 
vary across the globe. The 
following is a look at the 
unique ways people ring 
in the new year through-
out the world.

• Filipinos embrace 
round fruits for the new 
year. The custom includes 
gathering 12 different 
round fruits for each 
month of  the year. The 
round shape symbolizes 
wealth and prosperity.

• Around Stonehaven, 
Scotland, people wield 
large fireballs for the 
Hogmanay festival on 
New Year’s Eve. The idea 
is to ward off evil spirits 
by swinging balls of  fires 
over the heads of  trained 
professionals and then 
tossing them into the sea. 
The tradition has endured 
for more than 100 years.

• In the Eastern Or-
thodox Greek Church, 
Christmas isn’t celebrated 
until January 7. Aghios 
Vassilis, the Greek Santa 
Claus, makes his rounds 

on New Year’s Day.
• Chilean families cel-

ebrate the arrival of  the 
new year by commemo-
rating deceased friends 
and family members. It 

is common for those in 
Chile to set up chairs next 
to graves in the cemetery.

• Burmese people end 
the Thingyan water fes-
tival on  New Year’s Day. 
Since April, they have 
celebrated the arrival of  
Thagyamin, a celestial 
Buddhist figure, with the 
firing of  water cannons. 
The water-logged revelry 
ends with the new year.

• Siberians celebrate the 
new year’s with the plant-
ing of  the “New Year’s 
Tree” underneath frozen 
lakes. This “yolka” is said 
to symbolize the coming 
of  Father Frost, but also 
represents starting over. 

• Grapes are a hallmark 
of  Spanish New Year’s 
celebrations. Throughout 
Spain, revelers gobble 
a grape per second as 
they count down the last 
12 seconds of  the year. 
Each grape corresponds 
to good luck for the 12 
months of  the new year.

• In Denmark, residents 
break old dishes on the 
doorsteps of  family and 
friends on New Year’s 
Day. The bigger the pile, 
the more friends and good 
will in the new year.

• In China, where the new 
year is celebrated on Feb-
ruary 5 this year according 
to the lunar calendar, 
celebrants paint their doors 
red or hang red curtains 
or cutouts on windows to 
symbolize good luck.
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There are many ways to have fun this New Year’s Eve without putting 
yourself in harm’s way.
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New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day traditions vary across the globe. 
The following is a look at the unique ways people ring in the new year 
throughout the world.

510 South Chatham Avenue
Siler City, NC 27344

belkbuildingsupply.net 
Phone: (980) 253-8641 

and well wishes of gratitude!

Merry Christmas 

& Happy New Year

Brenda Nall               Andrew Nall

DAK Income Tax Service
221 E. Raleigh St • Siler City • 919-742-5778

Re-Opening January 14, 2020

GET CARRIED AWAY

WITH YULTIDE CHEER!

Merry Christmas and 
thanks for your business!

DOWNTOWN 

AUTOMOTIVE
Greg • Rick • Sammy
Jack • Shawn • Allen

202 Chatham Ave • Siler City 
742-2365

24 Hour

Wrecker 

Service

408 N. 2nd Ave. • Siler City • 742-2177

There may be a chill 
in the air, but our 

hearts are warmed 
by thoughts of our 
many good friends 

and neighbors at this 
special time of year. 

Thanks, folks!

Harris Realty and 
Jerry Harris AuctionJerry Harris AuctionJerry Harris AuctionJerry Harris AuctionJerry Harris AuctionJerry Harris AuctionJerry Harris AuctionJerry Harris AuctionJerry Harris AuctionJerry Harris AuctionJerry Harris AuctionJerry Harris Auction

www.jerryharrisauction.com

1325 N. 2nd Ave., Siler City, NC 27344
Offi ce  919-742-3286 • jerryharrisrealty.com 

30th Anniversary 
Year

At this time of peace, joy and goodwill, we’d like to 
thank you for the gift of yours. Your support has 
made doing business a pleasure, and has given us 

much cause for celebration.much cause for celebration.much cause for celebration.

Smith & Buckner Funeral Home

230 N. Second Ave., Siler City • 742-2151

~ From our family to yours. And many thanks 
to all of you this holiday season. It’s been a 

privilege serving you.



How to make the holiday season more eco-friendly
With so much to do, 

it can be easy for people 
celebrating the holiday 
season to forget about 
the environment. But no 
matter how hectic the hol-
iday season can be, there 
are always some simple 
opportunities to make it 
more eco-friendly.

• Create an eco-friend-
ly party theme. Many 
holiday parties have 
themes. For example, 
“ugly sweater parties” 
have become so popu-
lar that many clothing 
manufacturers now 
intentionally produce 
colorful sweaters that 
might otherwise draw the 
ire of  fashionistas. Hosts 
planning to throw an ugly 
sweater party can easily 
transform such festivi-
ties into something more 
eco-friendly by encour-
aging guests to purchase 
their sweaters from thrift 
stores. A Christmas tree 
planting party is another 
eco-friendly party theme 
that can benefit the planet 
and revitalize local forests 

at a time of  year when 
they might be depleted 
due to the demand for 
natural Christmas trees.

• Serve locally sourced 
foods. Food is often front 
and center during the 
holiday season. Wheth-
er hosting family and 
friends at home, dining 
out or catering an office 
party, patronize busi-
nesses that sell only 
locally sourced foods. 
Locally sourced foods are 
much more eco-friendly 
than foods that must be 
shipped from afar before 
they land on your dinner 
table, and such foods tend 
to taste fresh as well. If  
serving at home, use reus-
able dishware and cutlery 
instead of  paper plates 
and plastic utensils.

• Reuse decorations year 
after year. Decorations 
need not be discarded once 
the holiday season ends. 
Come the new year, inspect 
holiday decorations and 
store those that made it 
through the season un-
scathed. Doing so benefits 

the planet and will save 
you the trouble of shop-
ping for new decorations 
next holiday season.

• Get rid of  your old 
holiday lights. Still using 
the same Christmas lights 
you used in 1995? Such 
lights are likely incan-
descent bulbs that are 
considerably less efficient 
than today’s LED Christ-
mas lights. The Office 
of  Energy Efficiency & 
Renewable Energy notes 

that LED lights consume 
75 percent less energy and 
last 25 times longer than 
incandescent lighting. In 
addition, the OEERE says 
that LED holiday lights 
are easier to install and 
that as many as 25 strings 
of  lights can be connected 
end-to-end without over-
loading a wall socket.

An eco-friendly holiday 
season is easier to realize 
than many holiday cele-
brants may know.

Great last-minute gift ideas
Tradition is a hallmark of the 

holiday season. Religious services, 
family gatherings and trips to see 
Santa Claus are just a few of the 
many traditions people adhere to 
during the holiday season.

Many holiday shoppers 
also adhere to the time-hon-
ored tradition of  last-minute 
shopping. The perfect gift 
can sometimes prove elusive, 
especially as the sand in the 
holiday hour glass keeps 
dwindling. These last-minute 
gift ideas may be just what 
shoppers need to put smiles on 
the faces of  their loved ones 
this holiday season.

• Books: Books are often 
overlooked, especially now that 
so many readers use e-readers. 
But books can be an ideal gift 
and especially convenient for 
last-minute shoppers, who can 
even gift e-books. For example, 

Amazon, which has thousands 
of  e-books in its on-line library, 
makes it easy for shoppers to 
gift e-books to Kindle users, 
who will simply receive an 
email on Christmas morning 
informing them that their books 
are ready to be downloaded to 
their devices.

• Experiences: A 2017 survey 
by the global research firm 
NPD Group found that roughly 
40 percent of  holiday shoppers 
planned to give experiences as 
gifts last year. Experience gifts 
open up a host of  possibilities 
for last-minute shoppers stuck 
on what to give those loved ones 
who seemingly have it all.

• Food/beverage: Television 
channels such as The Food 
Network have changed the 
way many people look at food. 
When gifting the family foodie, 
last-minute shoppers may not 

need to look further than the 
latest hotspot restaurant or 
specialty grocery store for the 
perfect gift. Take them out for a 
night on the town or give a gift 
card they can use at their conve-
nience. The craft beer boom has 
created a host of  devoted and 
knowledgeable beer drinkers, 
so a gift card or growler from 
a local craft brewery is sure to 
please people who love hoisting 
frosty pints.

• Streaming service subscrip-
tions: Many people are cutting 
the cord with their cable compa-
nies in favor of  streaming ser-
vices such as Netflix and Hulu. 
Subscriptions to such services 
can make ideal and affordable 
holiday gifts. A six-month or 
yearlong subscription likely 
won’t break shoppers’ budgets 
and will provide months of  
entertainment to loved ones.

Last-minute holiday shopping 
is easier than ever, especially 

for shoppers willing to think 
outside the box.
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Books can be an ideal gift and especially convenient for last-
minute shoppers, who can even gift e-books.
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Serving only locally sourced foods at your holiday 
party is one way to keep the festivities eco-
friendly.

NORTH CAROLINA TRAVEL
105 N. Chatham Ave., Siler City, NC 27344

919-742-2839 • apugh@northcarolinatravel.net

Wishing You Merry
We “Bid” 

You Glad Tidings as 
We Celebrate Christ’s Birth

RogersAuction.com

Rogers Auctioneers Family & Staff
919-545-0412

God’s Grace in the New Year

At this festive time of  
year, it is our tradition 

to express the gratitude 
we feel for the privilege 

of  serving our fine 
customers & friends.

1015 Alston Bridge Rd. • Siler City • 663-3612

America’s Favorite 
Flavor ... Real 

Pit-Cooked BBQ

JR Moore and Son
General Mercantile

Gulf, NC • 898-2998
www.jrmooreson.com

May this season bring you 
plenty of good friends, 

goodwill, & good tidings.
Thanks for helping us wrap 

up a merry year.

Merry Christmas!

May God Richly Bless You & Yours During This 
Christmas Season....Mike, Jan, and CFLC Staff

Children First Learning Center, LLC
800 Sheffield Drive • Siler City • 919-742-5680

www.childrenfirstlearningctr.com

Merry
� ristmas and 

Ha�   New Year!Ha�   New Year!

421 E. Third St. • Siler City • 663-2604
www.nelsontireautomotive.com

Hours: M-F 8-6 Sat 8-4

As we get revved up 
for another Christmas 
season, we’re hoping 
yours runs smoothly 

all the way.  It’s 
been a pleasure 

serving you 
this past year!

NOW SELLING GIFTS FROM SOUTHERN SUPREME!
Siler City Pharmacy • 202-A E. Raleigh St., Siler City, NC 27344 • (919) 663-5541

Dear Friends,

May you and your family experience the love, 

joy and peace of this blessed season.

We at Siler City Pharmacy thank you for your 

patronage. We wish you good health and 

prosperity in the coming year.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Blessings, Angelynn and Staff 

Caviness Printing Service, Inc.
224 E. Raleigh St. • Siler City • 919-742-3224

M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s  &  H a p p y  N e w  Y e a r !

With a pile of  best wishes and a heap of  
thanks to those who have played a role in our 

success this past year.

Large enough to meet your needs, small enough to know your name.

Since 1964


